
Human Rights and Justice, JS 171, Fall, 2021   Page 





Human Rights and Justice, JS 171, Fall, 2021   Page 3 of 17  

Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)  
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1. CLO 1 - Read, write, and contribute to discussion about domestic and international human rights issues 
at a basic level. 

2. CLO 2 - Recognize and access human rights instruments defining “human rights” according to 
international law (such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights) via online and library resources. 

3. CLO 3 - Recognize and access the reports of central oversight agencies and non-governmental 
organizations, such as Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch, that report on human rights 
abuses to the United Nations and global populace. 

4. CLO 4 - Compare and contrast how “rights” and “dignity” have been defined by and for various cultures 
throughout the world. 

5. CLO 5 – Create a proposal utilizing one or more of the Sustainable Development Goals to analyze a 
human rights problem and propose solutions at the local and/or global level. 

Required Texts/Readings  

Textbook 

Goodhart, Michael. (2017). Human Rights: Politics and Practice, Third Edition, New York: Oxford University 
Press. ISBN 9780198708766 (excerpts). 

Other Readings 

Armaline, W., D.S. Glasberg, and B. Purkayastha [Eds.].  (2011). Human rights in our own backyard:  Injustice 
and resistance in the United States.  Philadelphia, PA: University of Pennsylvania Press. 
NOTE: This book is available at the SJSU King Library and electronically through the library’s website. 
Human Rights Watch Daily Brief email; Sign up for the daily email here: 
https://action.hrw.org/page/36941/subscribe/1.  
 
Supplemental readings will be posted on the Canvas website. The course reading schedule is subject to change; 
check Canvas and your email regularly for any updates.  

Suggested Resources for Reference and Research on Human Rights Instruments, Monitoring and Reporting  

United Nations: http://www.un.org/rights 
U.S. Human Rights Network (USHRN): http://www.ushrnetwork.org/ 
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Course Requirements and Assignments 
A student’s final grade is based on points earned for completing several assignments and activities, including 
demonstrating knowledge of course readings, completing written assignments, and participating in online 
discussions.  
 

• University Syllabus Policy S16-9  
• University’s  Syllabus Information web page  
 

University Policy S16-9, Course Syllabi requires the following language to be included in the syllabus: 
 
“Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of credit, a minimum 
of 45 hours over the length of the course (normally three hours per unit per week) for instruction, 
preparation/studying, or course related activities, including but not limited to internships, labs, and clinical 
practica. Other course structures will have equivalent workload expectations as described in the syllabus.” 
 
Assignments 

1) Human Rights Current Event Reports   (2 reports worth 10% each for 20% of final grade) 
2) Homework Assignments and Quizzes   (25% of final grade) 
3) Midterm Exam    
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Complete the assignment by posting your analysis to the “Human Rights in the News – Current Events” 
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funding from SJSU’s Office of Sustainability, so consider creating a proposed project to address issues that 
impact you, your friends, and your communities. Further guidelines and ‘workshop’ Zoom sessions will be 
provided on Canvas.  
 
The Human Rights Sustainability Project assignment is due on Canvas by 11:59 p.m. on Monday, December 
6, 2021. Save the date for Human Rights Day on December 10 at noon (12:00 p.m.) for an event to present 
your project proposals. 

 
Learning Outcomes: GELO 2; CLO 1, CLO 2, CLO 3, and CLO 5. 
 
Grading:  
The Human Rights Sustainability Project is worth 10% of the final grade and will be graded on a 100-
point scale based on a standard rubric by the instructor (Canvas).  

5) Final Exam         (25% of final grade) 
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No Extra Credit  
No extra credit will be given; complete all assignments in a timely fashion to maximize your scores on course 
assignments, discussions, and activities. 
 
Penalty for Late or Missed Work 
Be sure to submit assignments before the due date. Late work will not be accepted without a documented 
excuse, and will result in a “0” (zero) grade for the assignment. If you know you will be unable to meet a 
deadline, or if you need an accommodation, email the professor in advance of the due date.  

Grading Information for General Education Upper Division Courses (R, S, V) 

“Passage of the Writing Skills Test (WST) or ENGL/LLD 100A with a C or better (C‐ not accepted), and 
completion of Core General Education are prerequis
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Academic Integrity and Plagiarism 

Spartan students do their own work and give credit where credit is due. Academic integrity and ethics are 
critical for all students. Be aware that student misconduct, including plagiarism, may be grounds for 
disqualification from certain careers, such as lawyers, who can be denied admission to the bar for unethical or 
fraudulent conduct.   
 
All students should review SJSU’s Academic Integrity policy: 
www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/docs/Academic_Integrity_Policy_S07-2.pdf 
Your own commitment to learning, as evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University and the 
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Note: The following course schedule is subject to change with fair notice.  
Visit the course website on Canvas for articles and reading reflection assignments.  

Check Canvas regularly for announcements and updates to the syllabus and course schedule.
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Module 
 

Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines  
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Module 
 

Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines  
 

- Human Rights Watch: “‘My Fear is Losing Everything,’ The Climate Crisis and 
First Nations’ Right to Food in Canada” 

- UN Environment Programme. 2020, “Human Rights, the Environment, and COVID-
19 key messages,” 2020 
https://wedocs.unep.org/bitstream/handle/20.500.11822/33510/HRE1.pdf?sequence
=1&isAllowed=y 

Listen: 
- Klivens, July 1, 2021. KQED, “Trucks are Banned on Oakland’s I-580. These Sixth 

Graders
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Module 
 

Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines  
 

- Bain, 2020, “Civil Rights International: The Fight Against Racism Has Always 
Been Global,” https://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/united-states/2020-08-
11/racism-civil-rights-
international?utm_medium=newsletters&utm_source=summer_reads&utm_campaig
n=summer_reads_2020_newsletter&utm_content=20200816&utm_term=fa-
summer-newsletter-20200702 
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Module 
 

Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines  
 
Identify human rights violations and discuss ideas for what should be done to address them. 
Report back on your conversation(s) Canvas Discussion by 11:59 p.m. on 11/29. 

- Watch 13th (Netflix)  

- Watch Just Mercy (rent on Amazon or watch Zoom)  
 


