
San José State University
Department of Justice Studies

JS 171-81, Human Rights and Justice - Fall 2021

The schedule is subject to change with fair notice. Students will be notified of changes to the schedule or assigned readings via email. You can always
find the most up-to-date syllabus here so check back frequently.

Course and Contact Information

Instructor: Roni Abusaad, Ph.D

Email: roni.abusaad@sjsu.edu

Office Location: Online

Office Hours: Tuesday 5-6pm or Contact me via Canvas with any inquiries.

Prerequisites: Core GE, WST test, 100W

GE/SJSU Studies Category: Area V: Culture, Civilization, and Global Understanding

JS Competency Area: Area D: Local, Transnational, Historical

Class Overview

This is a self-paced online class.

The expectation is that you will spend 4-6 hours on each module. First you should complete the readings, then work through the module deck,
watching videos and completing the assignments which include class participation and reflections. You will need to complete work and assignments
every week. These are always due by midnight on Sundays - see the due date column below. The only exceptions are related to holidays (in those
cases, the Sunday deadline is pushed back to the Tuesday after the holiday weekend).

All quizzes and tests are cumulative and may include material from any point in the course preceding that assessment.
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http://www.sjsu.edu/ecampus/teaching-tools/respondus/
https://www.respondus.com/lockdown/download.php?id=967937270


Can I do ______ for my action?
Please refer to the details about this on the syllabus. You need to detail your action plan in your proposal and I will provide feedback on all proposals,
including if your proposed action meets the requirements.

Can my presentation be longer than five minutes?
As the saying goes brevity is the soul of wit. The goal is for you to present the most important, relevant and interesting information in a thoughtful
and engaging presentation. Please keep the presentation to five minutes. You don’t need to re-record your video if you run over by 10-30 seconds, but
try to keep the presentation to five minutes.

Can I use photos and a slide deck for my presentation?
No. The presentation shouldn’t include any audio or visual aids. What is most important is your ability to present the information in a compelling
way.

Find all videos and readings on Canvas.

Module Topics and Readings Assignments Due Date
for all

readings
and

assignments

1

Introduction to the Course

Class participation #1
● Introductions

Complete the “Check-in: Ready for
Success?” quiz.

Opening Reflection

Sign up for the Human Rights Watch Daily
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http://action.hrw.org/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1908&ea.campaign.id=40786&_ga=2.14172401.752251827.1503280197-1628875247.1494809666
http://action.hrw.org/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1908&ea.campaign.id=40786&_ga=2.14172401.752251827.1503280197-1628875247.1494809666
http://act.amnestyusa.org/ea-action/action?ea.client.id=1839&ea.campaign.id=27968


2

Human Rights History and Theory

Class participation #2
● Discussion: What does the public

know about human rights?

Quiz #1 8/27
3 Human Rights in the U.S. - Understanding Institutional

Discrimination through the Right to Education Quiz #2 9/3
4

Human Rights in International Law

Quiz #3

9/10
5 Case Study Quiz #4 9/17
6 Interconnections Between Political, Economic, Social and Cultural

Rights: COVID-19 and Human Rights

Class Participation #4:
● Discussion: Human rights in the

news 9/24
7 Environmental Rights and Sustainability 10/1
8

Racial Discrimination

Class participation #5:
● Complete the implicit bias test -

Take the test called “Race ('Black
- White' IAT)” and post to the
discussion. 10/8

9

Racial Justice Appeals to the Human Rights Council

Participation #6 - Class discussion

Select your research topic and start
thinking about ways to take action. For
the rest of the semester, you will be
broken into smaller groups with other
students researching related topics to
collaborate, learn from each other and
deepen your analysis.

10/15
9 Going Deeper:

Choose one of these modules to go deeper into a topic of interest to you.
Reflection #2 Due

10/22
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As you work through the module, take notes aligned with the questions
in the assignment prompt and write up your final responses and submit
via the form on the assignment in Canvas.

Options:
● Trump’s Travel Ban
● Human Trafficking
● Homelessness and Economic Inequality
● Racial Discrimination in the Criminal Justice

System
● Human Rights and the Criminal Justice System
● Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity
● Immigration
● Environmental Rights and Climate Change

10 Taking Action to Advance Social Change Proposal due 10/29
11 Civil and Political Rights -



Grading Information

Rubrics for all written assignments are posted on Canvas, at the appropriate assignment submission page. Missing, late, or plagiarized work will

receive a grade of zero.

Determination of Grades

Discussions 15%

Class Participation (5 assignments) 10%

Module of choice 5%

Environmental rights presentation 5%

Quizzes 15%

Proposal for Final Paper and Action
Project

5%

Issue Research Brief 15%

Action report 15%

Presentation 15%

Grading Scale

The final course grade will be calculated based on the following standard  scale:

98-100 A+ 80-83 B- 64-67 D
94-97 A 78-79 C+ 60-63 D-
90-93 A- 74-77 C <60 F
88-89 B+ 70-73 C-
84-87 B 68-69 D+

Students must achieve a grade of C or better (C- not accepted) to fulfill Justice Studies major requirements.

Passage of the Writing Skills Test (WST) or ENGL/LLD 100A with a C or better (C‐ not accepted), and completion of Core General Education are
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prerequisite to all SJSU Studies courses. Completion of, or co‐registration in, 100W is strongly recommended. A minimum aggregate GPA of 2.0 in GE
Areas R, S, & V shall be required of all students.

Course Description

Interdisciplinary exploration of human rights instruments, institutions, and notable human rights campaigns. The historical development of human
rights and contemporary threats to the realization of fundamental dignity for human and non-human animals will also be explored.

This course is designed for students to explore questions such as:
● How has the concept of “human rights” evolved? How are human rights defined through international law?
● Who gets to decide what these rights are and how they are realized?
● How have people struggled to define and realize fundamental rights and/or dignity, and to what effects?
● Where human rights have been defined, why/where/how/by whom have they been violated? How can human rights concepts shape

remedies to such violations?
● How does a discourse of fundamental “right” and/or “dignity” affect the way we understand, articulate, and respond to various social

problems?
● How do struggles and dialogs over the lessons of human rights struggles and scholarship shape culture, policy, and social activism in our



http://sjsu.instructure.com/
https://www.respondus.com/download/


credit up to 5 percentage points. This is optional and could be completed anytime during the semester, but m

http://www.un.org/en/rights
http://www.ohchr.org/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/UniversalHumanRightsInstruments.aspx
http://www.amnesty.org/en/human-rights
http://www.hrw.org/en/publications
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt
http://www.hurisearch.org/


http://catalog.sjlibrary.org/record%3Db4943244%7ES1
http://catalog.sjlibrary.org/record%3Db4833190%7ES1
http://beautifultrouble.org/case/
http://nvdatabase.swarthmore.edu/browse_methods
http://www.amnestyusa.org/get-involved/take-action-now
http://www.commoncause.org/take-action/find-elected-officials
http://reclaimdemocracy.org/effective_letters_editor/
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
mailto:silke.higgins@sjsu.edu
http://libguides.sjsu.edu/justicestudies
http://www.sjsu.edu/casa/ssc/


http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter
http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter
http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling
http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling
http://www.sjsu.edu/wellness/foodresources/oncampus

