


E-mail Policy  

Feel free to e-mail the instructor at any time (I check several times per day); however, 
please adhere to the email guidelines below:   

 1. Please include in the “subject line” the course number, your name, and a specific 
description of your inquiry or comment (e.g., JS189, Your Name, subject).  The instructor 
will not respond to “no subject” e-mails, or any e-mail where the student is not identified 
in either the subject line or body of the e-mail.   

Senior Seminar: Contemporary Problems, JS189-02, Fall, 2021        

2. E-mailed inquiries should be relatively short in nature. Students should make an 
appointment to meet with me to discuss more extensive inquiries. Students will be 
referred to the course syllabus with respect to questions that are addressed by simply 
reading the syllabus.  

Course Description   

Identification, discussion and analysis of selected problems in justice and miscarriages of 
justice. A major term paper on a selected topic is required.  Prerequisite: Senior standing 
in final semester; Justice Studies or Forensic Science major; JS 100W and JS 114 with a 
"C or better"; Department Consent   

Note: A grade of "C" or better is required for Justice Studies majors. 

Course Goals and Student Learning Objectives (LO) 
!
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to [LO1-5]:!
1. Demonstrate their ability to complete a formal research paper that (a) synthesizes 
relevant scholarly sources; (b) reflects professional formatting and writing 
standards (APA format); (c) addresses relevant policy needs (such as necessary 
reforms) to solving tangible social or forensic problems; (d) contributes to our 
collective understanding of concepts and approaches to "justice," however defined 
(social justice, criminal justice, community justice, and so forth). 
2. Demonstrate their ability to present scholarly work to an audience of their peers.  
3. Demonstrate a working understanding of "evidence-based" approaches to social 
problems and public policy. As a culminating skill set in our program, students 
should demonstrate their ability to apply scientific/social scientific (and otherwise 
rational) forms of reasoning, argumentation, research, and support in forming any 
particular worldview or position in the pursuit of "justice" and addressing social 
problems in our communities/societies. 
4. Demonstrate their ability to undertake a critical analysis of a contemporary 
problems relevant to miscarriages of justice. 
5. read, write, and contribute to discussion at a skilled and capable level that 
appropriately reflects the cumulating experience of their justice studies major. 
 





Grading Scale for All Assignments 
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Disclaimer: This is an adult level course that may cover graphic criminal 
cases/discussions/topics. Most of the course material will not be censored. Under no 
circumstances are students permitted to take photos/screenshots of any of the course 
materials, slides or photos. Outlines will be provided/accessible via Canvas for required 
topics.  
Students are prohibited from recording class activities (including class lectures, office 
hours, advising sessions, etc.), distributing class recordings, or posting class recordings. 
Materials created by the instructor for the course (syllabi, lectures and lecture notes, 
presentations, etc.) are copyrighted by the instructor. This university policy (S12-7) is in 
place to protect the privacy of students in the course, as well as to maintain academic 
integrity through reducing the instances of cheating. Students who record, distribute, or 
post these materials will be referred to the Student Conduct and Ethical Development 
office. Unauthorized recording may violate university and state law. It is the responsibility 
of students that require special accommodations or assistive technology due to a disability 
to notify the instructor.!
!
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