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Instructor:   Dr. Mark Barash 

Office Location:  HB 216 

Telephone:   408-924-5513 

Email: mark.barash@sjsu.edu or via Canvas (preferred method of contact) 

Office Hours: Mon 11am-12pm; Tue 10am-11am; Thr 3pm-5pm; Online only: 
https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/6339297996 (no need to book, just drop-in). 

Class Days/Time: This course is delivered entirely online without a dedicated meeting 
time (asynchronously)  

Canvas Course Website: https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/1415986 Login using your Tower 

FS Program Website:    http://www.sjsu.edu/justicestudies/degrees/fs-program/   

Note: FS 11 is required for the successful completion of the FS biology and chemistry majors, as well 
as the FS minor. It is recommended for JS majors. However, it is open to any student with a general 
interest in the subject. 

 

Course Description  

This is an introductory course to forensic science, which is the application of science to criminal and civil laws 
that is enforced by police agencies in a criminal justice system. The scope of this course includes the history 
of forensic science and its sub-disciplines; recognition, documentation, collection, preservation, and analysis 
of physical evidence; analytical techniques for organic and inorganic materials; biological, chemical and 
physical types of forensic evidence and its analysis; capabilities and limitations of forensic trace analysis and 
its representation in court. 
This course is delivered completely on-line via 
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Course Goals and Student Learning Objectives (CLO) 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

 CLO1  Define forensic science as it relates to criminal and civil contexts, as well as key 
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Course format and schedule 

Despite being delivered asynchronously, this class is not self-paced. You will have a set of dedicated readings, 
videos, discussions and assignments every week, so make sure to stay on the top of things and meet the 
deadlines.    
There are six content modules in the course, ranging in length from 1 to 4 weeks + an introductory module. 
Each Module will begin officially at the beginning of each week, while each week’s content (within a Module) 
will become available on Saturday before the start of that week (for those interested in getting started sooner). 
Each of Modules 1– 5 will culminate in a quiz, which aims to assess your understanding of the material in the 
respective Module. The due date for each quiz will be within 7 days of finishing the respective Module. The 
quizzes are not cumulative.  
The dates are approximate and subject to change (with a fair notice) according to students’ progress and/or any 
unforeseen circumstances. Any change to the class schedule will be announced via Canvas Announcements at 
the earliest opportunity.  
 
Course schedule:  

 Module 0: Jan 27-31; Welcome to FS 11. Log in and get familiar with Canvas, introduce yourself in the 
discussion forum, read the syllabus, check the requirements for Week 1. 
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Examples include the following: 

1. Complete a short professional development course in forensic science (in any forensic discipline) offered 
by the National Institute of Justice marked “extra credit” in the Forensic Science module and submit your 
certificate of completion by the deadline (check Canvas). Successful completion of this assessment task 
will add 1% to the final grade. 

2. Students can write a research paper about their future career that is of interest to the student or about a 
forensic science controversy. The paper should be either in CSE or APA format and contain an 
introduction, a body of research, and a conclusion. The length of a paper should be between 2 and 3 
standard pages in 1.5 font and contain in-text citations from at least three sources (preferably peer-reviewed 
papers). Successful completion of this assessment task will add 1% to the final grade. 

3. During the course, there will be multiple opportunities to improve your grade by answering bonus 
questions or performing additional assignments related to material discussed in class. The questions will 
be provided as either an option in the compulsory quizzes or as a separate bonus quiz. 

Late Work and Make Ups 
Real life has deadlines and so do college classes. With this in mind, manage your time responsibly with the 
knowledge that late work will generally not be accepted. If you know ahead of time that you will be offline 
when an assignment is due, complete it early. Make-ups will generally not be given unless extraordinary, 
documented circumstances exist. 
Certainly, if you have a genuine problem, please contact me at the earliest convenience and I will gladly do 
my best to help you. If you are in any doubt about the requirements of an assignment, or due dates/times, please 
re-read the assignment and/or schedule. If your question is still unanswered, contact me for clarification. 
 

Grading scale for all assignments 

Letter Grade   Percent 
A plus             97 to100 
A             94 to 96.9 
A minus           90 to 93.9 
B plus            87 to 89.9 
B           84 to 86.9  
B minus           80 to 83.9 

Letter Grade   Percent 
C plus             77 to 79.9 
C             74 to 76.9 
C minus            70 to 73.9 
D plus             67 to 69.9 
D             64 to 66.9 
D minus           60 to 63.9 

Letter Grade   Percent 
F             <60 
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University Policies 
Office of Graduate and Undergraduate Programs maintains university-wide policy information relevant to all 
courses, such as academic integrity, accommodations, etc. You may find all syllabus related University 
Policies and resources information listed on GUP’s Syllabus Information web page at 
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/ 
 
Department of Justice Studies Reading and Writing Philosophy 
The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the Department promotes 
academic, critical, and creative engagement with language (i.e., reading and writing) throughout its curriculum. 
A sustained and intensive exploration of language prepares students to think critically and to act meaningfully 
in interrelated areas of their lives–personal, professional, economic, social, political, ethical, and cultural. 
Graduates of the Department of Justice Studies leave San José State University prepared to enter a range of 
careers and for advanced study in a variety of fields; they are prepared to more effectively identify and 
ameliorate injustice in their personal, professional and civic lives. Indeed, the impact of literacy is evident not 
only within the span of a specific course, semester, or a
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navigating the major, understanding requirements and prerequisites, and making wise choices in their college 
careers. Mentors may also offer limited tutoring, and facilitate educational and professional opportunities. 
Contact sjsu.fss@gmail.com for more information, or to get an application for membership. 

Student Technology Resources 
A wide variety of audio-visual equipment is available for student loaning from Media Services located in IRC 
112. Please check online for additional information. 

ACCESS Success Center  
The Academic Counseling Center for Excellence in the Social Sciences (ACCESS) provides General 
Education advising for undergraduate students majoring or intending to major in any of the departments in the 
College of Social Sciences (CoSS). ACCESS Academic Advisors are committed to helping you develop a 
clear path to graduation and supporting your academic success. You can schedule an appointment and find 
more information at 


