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San José State University 
Department of Justice Studies 

JS100W-02, Writing Workshop Spring 2021 

Course and Contact Information 

Instructor: Susie M. Rivera, J.D., M.S., CPCC, CFRM 

Office Location: https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/4772571194 (MQH508-when in person) 

Telephone: 408-206-3556 (text only if it is urgent or emergency needs) 

Email: Susie.Rivera@sjsu.edu 
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Other learning objectives 
LO1  Students shall be able to refine the competencies established in Written Communication 1A and 1B as 

summarized below. Satisfaction of this objective will be measured through the evaluation of outlining 
exercises, a research paper draft, and a research paper final draft. 

1A Student learning: 
1. Students should be able to effectively perform the essential steps in the writing process (pre-writing, 
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Additional Readings 
Additional readings will include scholarly journal articles for Article Critique assignments, and the Research 
Paper which will require online literature searches.'I33+*+"2),'$&)3+24%'7+,,'0&')%%+42&3'*.$"#4."#*'*.&'
%&(&%*&$')23'7+,,'0&'8"%*&3'"2'-)2>)%N'&()+,&3N'+2'-,)%%'"$'%*#3&2*%'7+,,',"-)*&'()*&$+),%'8&$'+2%*$#-*"$R%'
+2%*$#-*+"2%5'
  

Other Materials 
Students will need to purchase (3) blue books for Diagnostics (in-class written examinations), which are 
available at the Spartan Bookstore. 

Recommended Materials  
1. Merriam-Webster’s collegiate dictionary 
2. A binder to keep all 100W work and handouts together (everything should be brought to class each day) 
'

Other technology requirements / equipment / material  
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Assignments and Grading Policy 
Summary of Assignments 
Assignment    Due Date  Percentage of Final Grade 
Diagnostic I    January 29th      2.5% 
APA Reference List   February 15th     5% 
Topic and Thesis (Oral & Written) February 22nd    5% 
Article Critique I Outline  March 1st    2.5%   
Article Critique I   March 3rd    5% 
Diagnostic II    March 12th      7.5% 
Article Critique II Outline  March 10th       2.5% 
Article Critique II   March 19th   5% 
Diagnostic III     March 26th   7.5% 
Research Paper Outline  March 22nd    2.5% 
Research Paper Outline Critique March 24th    2.5% 
Research Paper (Rough Draft) April 12th       5% 
In-class Debate (Written)  April 14th     5% 
Peer Review of Research Paper April 19th             2.5% 
In-class Debate (Oral)   April 19th    5% 
Research Paper (Final Draft)  April 26nd     25% 
Paper Presentation (Oral)  See course schedule 2.5% 
In-class Final Exam   May 19th    7.5% 
        100%     
General Course Grade Determination 
Total 
Percentage 

Grade 

98.0-100 A plus 
93.0-97.99 A 
90.0-92.99 A minus 
88.0-89
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 Final Exam   15 7.5% 
   50   
     
ARTICLE CRITIQUES   POSSIBLE % 
 Article Critique #1   10 5.0% 
 Article Critique #2   10 5.0% 
   20   
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Research Paper Outline 
This assignment will enhance your overall outlining skills; help you to realize the utility of this skill in relation 
to the comprehension of complex material, and to test your ability to work in a collaborative manner. [LO2] 
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• “Common courtesy and professional behavior dictate that you notify someone when you are recording 
him/her. You must obtain the instructor’s permission to make audio or video recordings in this class. 
Such permission allows the recordings to be used for your private, study purposes only. The recordings 
are the intellectual property of the instructor; you have not been given any rights to reproduce or 
distribute the material.”  

o Students must request permission by email and shall not record until permission is granted. 
o In classes where active participation of students or guests may be on the recording, permission of 

those students or guests should be obtained as well.   
• “Course material developed by the instructor is the intellectual property of the instructor and cannot be 

shared publicly without his/her approval. You may not publicly share or upload instructor generated 
material for this course such as exam questions, lecture notes, or homework solutions without instructor 
consent.” 

 

Academic integrity 

Your commitment, as a student, to learning is evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University.  The 
University Academic Integrity Policy S07-2 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S07-2.pdf requires you to be 
honest in all your academic course work. Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of 
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SJSU Peer Connections  
Peer Connections, a campus-
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maybe just some tips about how to navigate your way around SJSU? Check out the CASA Student Success 
Center! It’s also a great place to study, and you can check out laptops. 
 
Location: MacQuarrie Hall (MH) 533 - top floor of MacQuarrie Hall. Contact information: 408.924.2910. 
Website: http://www.sjsu.edu/casa/ssc/. 
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

5 2/22 & 2/24 Agenda/Topics: Discuss APA references; Topic and Thesis Write-ups 2/22; 
Topic and Thesis Presentations begin 2/22 and will finish 2/24; review of article 
critique assignment; explanation of format for outlining and submitting Article 
Critiques; assignment of article for AC#1/Diagnostic II. 

Handouts: Article Critique Handout (download and review as print or on laptop) 

Homework/Assignments: Download and read article for AC#1/Diagnostic II; 
Complete AC#1; prepare for Diagnostic II; download, review/print Part IV: 
Research Paper Outline 

6 3/1 & 3/3 Agenda/Topics: In class outline of AC#1(be sure to have read and have access to 
the article before class on 3/1) Submit AC#1 on canvas 3/3; Assignment of article 
for AC#2/Diagnostic III; discuss the Research Paper Outline (RPO) 

Handouts: RPO handout  

Homework/Assignments: Download and read article for AC#2/Diagnostic III; 
work on RPO 

7 3/8 & 3/10 Agenda/Topics: Discuss Topic and Thesis Write ups; Discuss AC#1 outline and 
critique. In class outline of AC#2 3/10 

Homework/Assignments: Complete AC#2; prepare for Diagnostic II; work on 
RPO 

Exam: Diagnostic II (3/12) 
8 3/15 & 3/17 Agenda/Topics: Submit AC #2 on canvas 3/17; Discussion about writing a 

cohesive research paper 

Homework: Download, review/print Part V: Research Paper Draft; Complete 
RPO, submit (1) copy on canvas and exchange (1) copy of RPO to classmate on 

& `



Writing Workshop, JS100W-02, Spring 2021   Page 17 of 18  
 

Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

Handout and Be familiar with it. 

 
10 3/29 & 3/31 SPRING BREAK! 3/29-4/2 

11 4/5 & 4/7 Agenda/Topics: Return and discuss RPO; review and open discussion about 
RPRDs; discussion of class debate (written portion of debate 4/1
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

15 5/3 & 5/5 Agenda/Topic: assignment of article for the final exam & Paper 
Presentations 

16 5/10 & 5/12 Agenda/Topic: Paper Presentations  

Last 
Class! 

5/17 Agenda/Topic: Paper Presentations 

Final 
Exam 

5/19 Final exam is schedule in on canvas, Wednesday, May 19th  515Pm-730pm—
if you can’t take the final exam on this day due to a final exam conflict in 
another class, notify me a month in advanced and you will be able to take the 
final exam anytime on May 26, 2021 
 (S06-4 Requires this meeting)* The final exam calendar (including for online 
classes) can be located here: http://www.sjsu.edu/calendars/ 

 
 


