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1. Explore how the legacy of white supremacy and privilege informs current police and 
political practice particularly in terms of mass incarceration, police shootings, and police 
brutality.  

2. Write reports, assignments, and papers with professional and academic aptitude while 
demonstrating knowledge of class materials and critical thinking.  

3. Exhibit critical thinking skills and knowledge of material through oral presentations, and 
contributions to class.   

4. Analyze different topics facing criminal justice including police brutality, police culture, 
prison reform, policing immigration, immigration policy, courts and police, white collar 
crime, restorative –transformational justice,  

5. Investigate key court cases in criminal justice and derive creative solutions to a diversity 
of critical issues facing law enforcement, prison officials, lawyers, judges, policy makers 
and politicians. 

This course at this time: The moment has chosen you, future law enforcement, CSI agents, FBI, 
lawyers, investigators, probation, correctional officers, court and juvenile justice advocates. 
These jobs are changing rapidly as prison reform, police and other reforms grow increasingly 
urgent in our current socio-political environment. This course will mainly be taught from the 
point of view of marginalized communities who are making a stand for dramatic change. In 10 or 
20 years, criminal justice might be unrecognizable from what it is today. This course will focus 
on this moment of possible radical transformation in justice studies. Hopefully the class will 
inspire you to shape what criminal justice will look like for our future. 

Required Texts/Readings   

Readings supplied by the instructor  

Library Liaison   

For help with library resources and library research (including the use of databases and online 
research materials—such as journal search engines), students are strongly encouraged to contact 
the Justice Studies Library Liaison Nyle Monday, MLIS, Academi



(*.rtf). Please do not copy and paste any assignments into an e-mail, they will not be accepted. 
Always retain a copy of any e-mail with an assignment attached as proof of submission.  

 Course Requirements and Assignments   

1. Group work includes discussions of readings and films, presenting assignments and 
debating issues. 

2. Quizzes  
3. Students will use critical thinking to complete written assignments on selected readings, 

films, lectures and guest speakers.   
4.  Students will be required to answer questions during class. If you are absent, no points. 

Questions can be about readings concepts or simply opinion.    
5. The Midterm will be comprised of essay questions.  
6. Students will present a creative project, poem, one-act play, power-point presentation, or 

musical performance as part of the final or whatever else you can think of. Presentations 
should be cleared with me first. A paper on the same your topic will also be due at the 
end of the semester.   

7. Group work will consist of either leading a class on a reading, film, or guest speaker.  

Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of credit, 
a minimum of 45 hours over the length of the course (normally three hours per unit per week) for 
instruction, preparation/studying, or course related activities, including but not limited to 
internships, labs, and clinical practice. Other course structures will have equivalent workload 
expectations as described in the syllabus.  

Assignment Requirements  

For written assignments:  

1. Use proper grammar and spelling. Make sure to edit at least once and use spell check. 
Obvious misspelling will result in missed points.   

2. Please put answers in your own words. No cut and paste!  
3. Make sure your answers come from the reading and not from google.  
4. In your answers, make sure you prove to me that you have DONE THE READING.  
5. Make sure to send a word doc or pdf for ALL assignments. Anything else will result 

in no points.    

San Jose State is gaining in its reputation as an academic institution. Your graduation from this 
school and major continues to look more impressive on a resume. This class should add to that 
reputation and academic rigor. Consequently, showing up on time, completing assignments on 
time and stretching your mind are fundamental requirements. Your effort will not only enhance 
your own academic and professional journey, but your earnestness also adds to the University as 
a whole. Make sure to get class notes from someone else in class if you are absent. I will 
NOT provide notes if you are absent.   

Grading Information  



A student’s final grade is based on completion of group assignments and activities, in-class 
discussion and presentation, and online activities. Evaluation shall consist of Canvas 
assignments, creative project or final, class presentation, midterm exam, final exam and 



       
Group presentations: 15%    
       
Participation: 10%  
Final projects and papers 

      ! 



The recordings are the intellectual property of the instructor; you have not been given any rights 
to reproduce or distribute the material.   

Course material developed by the instructor is the intellectual property of the instructor and 
cannot be shared publicly without his/her approval. You may not publicly share or upload 
instructor generated material for this course such as exam questions, lecture notes, or homework 
solutions without instructor consent.”  

 Department’s Reading and Writing Philosophy:  The Department of Justice Studies is 
committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the Department promotes academic, critical, and 
creative engagement with language (i.e., reading and writing) throughout its curriculum. A 
sustained and intensive exploration of language prepares students to think critically and to act 



Feb. 16: Instructor presents on “Indigenous People’s History” Social control of black and brown 
bodies  (CLO 1, 2) 

Feb. 18: Quiz, “Indigenous People’s History” Social control through slavery, Jim Crow Mass 
incarceration. (CLO 1, 2) 

Assignment: Slave Patrols, “Packs of Negro Dogs” and Policing Black Communities Due 
Friday night at 11:59. (CLO 1,2) 

WEEK FOUR – Police cultural and white privilege 

Feb. 23: Group 1 and 2 present on Slave Patrols, parts I and II (CLO 1,2,3,4) 

Feb. 25: Police brutality. Discretion, white doll, black doll Big takeaways from Slave Patrols 
16 shots, Policing the police.(CLO 1, 4)  

Assignment: 16 shots and Policing the Police assignments (CLO 1,2) 

WEEK FIVE – Police cultural, white privilege, and brutality 

March 2: Group 3 presents on 16 shots (CLO 1,3,4) 

March 4: Group 4 presents on Policing the Police. (CLO 1,3,4)  Big takeaways from films. 

Assignment: Immigration article, “Four Myths” due Friday, March 5 (CLO 2,4) 

WEEK SIX - Immigration 

March 9: Group 5 presents on “Four Myths” (CLO 2,3,4) 
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March 24: Immigration Nation (CLO 2,4)  

WEEK NINE – Spring Break 

WEEK 10 – Policing immigration 

April 6 – Immgration Nation (CLO 2,4) 

April 8 – Group 10 presents on immigration nation (CLO 3,4) Big Takeaways 

Assignment: Study for the midterm 

WEEK 11 – Courts and police 

April 13: Midterm (CLO 2,4) 

April 15: Sammie Byrd SFPD guest speaker 

Assignment: TO SERVE AND PROTECT EACH OTHER: 



May 6: Restorative Justice 

Assignment: Angela Davis, Are Prison Obsolete? Michelle Alexander, Violence and restorative 
Justice. Due: Friday, May. 7 (CLO 2,4) Big Takeaways 

WEEK 15 –Presentations (CLO 2,3,4) 

May 11: Presentations (CLO 2,3,4) 

May 13: Presentations (CLO 2,3,4) Class Big Takeaways 

Finals: Papers due, presentations (CLO 1,2,3,4,5) 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 


