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A grade of "C" or better is required for Justice Studies’ majors. 
 

Justice Studies Reading and Writing Philosophy 
The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the 
Department promotes academic, critical, and creative engagement with language (i.e., 
reading and writing) throughout its curriculum. A sustained and intensive exploration of 
language prepares students to think critically and to act meaningfully in interrelated areas 
of their lives–personal, professional, economic, social, political, ethical, and cultural. 
Graduates of the Department of Justice Studies leave San José State University prepared 
to enter a range of careers and for advanced study in a variety of fields; they are more 
prepared to effectively identify and ameliorate injustice in their personal, professional and 
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Library Liaison 
Justice Studies Subject Specialist: 
Silke Higgins 
Email: Silke.Higgins@sjsu.edu 
Phone:  408-808-2118. 
 

Dropping and Adding 
Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, 
academic renewal, etc. Information on add/drops are available at 
http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/faq/index.htm#add. Information about late drop is 
available at http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/. Students should be aware of the 
current deadlines and penalties for adding and dropping classes. 

 
Assignments and Grading Policy 
 
Written Assignments:		All writing assignments must adhere to the 10 Rules of Formal Writing 
and the instruction and description found on the Canvas website.  Written Assignments not 
conforming to these rules will receive a significant reduction in grade.  General formatting 
requirements for written assignments include a cover page, page numbering, 1” margins, 
strict double-spacing, and Times New Roman 12pt. font. Students must draft assignments in 
formal English, with college-level writing mechanics and APA-style formatting, inclusive 
of in-text citations and references. Student will submit all written assignments to Canvas 
website and turn in a paper copy in class.  
To receive a grade for this course, all course requirements must be met, and every 
assignment must be completed. Failure to complete any one assignment may result in a 
failing grade for the course.  
 
Deadlines are firm. Late papers will not be accepted for full credit (without extenuating 
personal circumstances due to your own or family health; or other university recognized 
excuse. In such cases, appropriate documentation must be shown to the instructor). Late 
papers will lose 5% for every calendar day that they are late.  
 
Plagiarism will not be tolerated on any piece of assessment, under any circumstances. 
Students found to be guilty of plagiarism will receive an F for that assignment and may be 
referred to the University’s Honor Council. Plagiarism includes but is not limited to 
misquoting (such as omitting page numbers or quotation marks) and handing in work that is 
not your own and that is not correctly cited. 
 
Written assignments uploaded to the Canvas website must be in one of the accepted word 
processing file formats; it is highly recommended that students use Microsoft Word (*.doc 
or *.docx) or Rich Text Format (*.rtf).  Written work must be properly uploaded to the 
Canvas website by the specified due date and time.  The instructor will NOT accept late 
submissions without permission. 
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Examination and Evaluation 
A student’s final evaluation shall consist of two (2) midterm examinations, and one essay, 
and a cumulative final examination.  Each assignment/examination shall consist of 100 point 
and is weighted as follows: 
!
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Class Participation 
To participate, one must attend class.  Attendance alone however, is NOT class participation 
and does not factor into the course grade. In-
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Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act 
If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to 
make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an 
appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential 
Directive 97-03 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations must 
register with the AEC (Accessible Education Center) to establish a record of their disability" 
 

Student Technology Resources 
Computer labs for student use are available in the Academic Success Center located on the 
1st floor of Clark Hall and on the 2nd floor of the Student Union. Additional computer labs 
may be available in your department/college. Computers are also available in the Martin 
Luther King Library. A wide variety of audio-visual equipment is available for student 
checkout from Media Services located in IRC 112. These items include digital and VHS 
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CASA are invited to stop by the Center for general education advising, help with changing 
majors, academic policy related questions, meeting with peer advisors, and/or attending 
various regularly scheduled presentations and workshops. If you are looking for academic 
advice or even tips about how to navigate your way around SJSU, check out the CASA 
Student Success Center. Location: MacQuarrie Hall (MQH) 533 - top floor of MacQuarrie 
Hall. Contact information: 408.924.2910. Website: http://www.sjsu.edu/casa/ssc/. The 
CASA Student Success Center also provides study space and laptops for checkout.  
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