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COURSE AND CONTACT INFORMATION 
Instructor: Jackson Sargent, MPA 
Office Hours: By Appointment 
Office Location: Virtual 
Email: jackson.sargent@sjsu.edu 
Class Day & Time: N/A 
Classroom: Online 
 

COURSE FORMAT 
Online: The Canvas Learning Management System will be used as a means for distributing course materials 
such as the syllabus, handouts, lecture slides, assignment instructions, and communications about 
changes to the course. You are responsible for regularly checking with the messaging system through 
MySJSU to learn of updates. 
 

CATALOG DESCRIPTION 
Introduction to qualitative research methods used in Justice Studies. Includes relationship of empirical 
evidence to theory, ethics in conducting empirical research, methodological design, interviewing 
techniques, field methods, participant observation, and content analysis. 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The purpose of this course is to familiarize students with research techniques necessary for systematic 
analysis of the criminal justice system, offender behavior, crime trends, and program effectiveness. 
Students will learn to critically evaluate existing research, and will become familiar with existing sources 
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Week Beginning Topic Readings Assignments 
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