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San José State University 
Department of Justice Studies 

JS 117, Qualitative Research Methods, Section 03, Spring 2021 

Course and Contact Information  
 
Instructor(s): Stephen J. Morewitz, Ph.D. 

Office Location: Zoom 

Telephone: TBA 

Email: stephen.morewitz@sjsu.edu 
(Please use only the SJSU email system) 
 

Office Hours: T, 5:45-6:45 PM 
Zoom 
 
Join 
URL: https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/84973374261?pwd=eEpDbElZLzIwYlNIRXZnOEFC
U3FQZz09 
 
Passcode: 331636 
Meeting ID: 849 7337 4261 
 

Class Days/Time: asynchronous 

Classroom: NA 

  

  

Faculty Web Page 
https://www.sjsu.edu/justicestudies/our-department/faculty-and-staff/morewitz-s/index.html 
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Course Description 

Introduction to qualitative research methods used in justice studies. Includes relationship of empirical evidence 
to theory, ethics in conducting empirical research, methodological design, interviewing techniques, field 
methods, participant observation, and content analysis. 

Course Format  
Technology Intensive, Hybrid, and Online Courses  
 
This course adopts an online, asynchronous (no live class sessions) classroom delivery format using Zoom 
conferencing (for office hours, etc.) and videos when needed. Students should have Internet connectivity, 
camera, or other technology requirements,
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CLO 1 Apply qualitative data gathering techniques. 

CLO 2 Analyze the strengths and limitations of various data gathering techniques (e.g., interview, observations, 
content analysis, focus groups, and visual ethnography. 

CLO 3 Identify and explain the range and significance of ethical issues in qualitative research.  

CLO 4 Describe current methodological debates.  

CLO 5 Apply reflectivity in qualitative research. 

CLO 6 Apply literature to analyze qualitative data. 

Required Reading 

1.Textbook Details 

 

 

QUALITATIVE RESEARCH METHODS | Edition: 2ND 20 

Author: TRACY  

ISBN: 9781119390787  

Publication Date: -  

Publisher: WILEY  

Estimated Student Price  (Savings based on Print, New): 
Print, new: $62.25 
Print, used: $46.70  (25% Savings) 
Print, new rental: $42.35  (32% Savings) 
Print, used rental: $29.25  (53% Savings) 

eBook, buy: $50.00  (20% Savings) 

Student use of this title is: Required  
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DEATH THREATS+VIOLENCE | Edition: 08 

Author: 
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double-space, title page, in-text citations, and the list of at least six peer-review justice studies references 
(including volume #s, issues #s, and page #s) using only the APA format). You should have a Turnitin 
Similarity Score of nine percent or lower. Otherwise, you receive a failing score. 

h. To receive a passing grade, each student must work a minimum number of hours on the Day-in-the-Life 
Diary and complete a





7 
 

JS 117 

 

Grade  Points Percentage 
D minus 600 to 629 60 to 62% 

 
For additional information, see: 
 

• University Grading System Policy F18-5 (http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F18-5.pdf) 
Contacting Your Professor: Please use only the SJSU email system. I receive A LOT of email, so be sure to put 
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Week/Lesson
/Module 

 

Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines  
 

Learning 
Outcomes 
 

12 Wk 
of 
4.12 

Tracy, CH 11 Qualitative quality: Creating a credible, ethical, 


