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Students enrolled in JS 142 spend relatively more time working with the community, frequently 
focused on assisting people in custody. 

All RCP advanced students interview clients, apply the law regarding dismissal of criminal 
convictions, understand legal ethical and professional obligations, read criminal histories (“rap 
sheets”), draft legal petitions seeking to dismiss (“expunge”) eligible criminal convictions, help 
prepare clients for their hearing, attend court hearings on record clearance petitions, and conduct 
client interviews at Speed Screening events. Students also perform necessary tasks related to 
their case-handling work, such as getting police reports or examining client records at the 
courthouse. Community Engagement students also work with people who have criminal 
convictions and / or their family members in assisting people as they move from custody to 
expungement. 

 
In case reviews, students discuss issues they have encountered in case-handling and discuss 
aspects of RCP practice. They help train JS 140 students by assisting in JS 140 class, planning 
and running workshops and mentoring new advocates. RCP advanced students also help lead 
de-briefing sessions on Speed Screenings and court hearings in JS 140 class sessions. 

 
Course Goals and Learning Outcomes 
By the end of the course, students should have gained skills, experience and insight regarding the 
justice system, those involved in it, and some of the ways in which processes might be improved. 
They will have seen directly how, through their involvement and the application of their 
knowledge and training, they are able to use the law to assist others in often life-changing ways. 

 
Specifically, students have the following course learning outcomes (CLOs), as measured by the 
assignments noted (assignments described more fully in section below): 

 
1. Practice and develop legal interviewing and counseling skills involved in legal work. 
2. Apply ethical and professional obligations involved in legal work to real clients’ 

situations. 
3. Prepare legal paperwork for court, apply facts to the law, and use advocacy in presenting 

material to the court. 
4. Learn how the adversary system functions (in part), how to prepare clients for a court 

appearance, how a judge deliberates, how the parties – including judge, attorneys, 
probation department, court clerks and sheriff’s deputy (bailiff) – perform their roles in a 
court hearing. 

5. Develop basic legal skills learned in a prerequisite course by helping teach basic skills to 
others. 
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Before you meet your client, give your supervisor at least two days to review documents that you 
intend to discuss with your client. By giving us sufficient time to review the documents, we can 
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Scheduling. Some RCP activities such as workshops, Speed Screenings and court are scheduled 
beyond regular class hours.  Students are asked to endeavor to attend the extra hours.  We will 
try to arrange sessions according to student schedules (in coordination with teachers’ schedules 


