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San José State University 
Social Sciences/Justice Studies 

JS 151, Criminological Theory, Section 01 Spring 2021 
Course and Contact Information  
 
Instructor: Allison Martin, Ph.D. 

Office Location: Off campus 

Email: allison.martin@sjsu.edu 

Office Hours: Tuesday 9:00am-10:00am or by appointment  
Join from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS or Android: 
https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/2578144013  
 

Class Days/Time: Monday/Wednesday from 3:00
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other communication system as indicated by the instructor) to learn of any updates. For help using Canvas 
Resource page, visit http://www.sjsu.edu/ecampus/teaching-tools/canvas/student_resources.  

Program Information 

Justice Studies Department began as the “Police School” in 1930, offering the first complete college education 
program for future police officers as an academic program in a regular academic curriculum, otherwise known 
as a “college major;” this was the first major in the field called Criminal Justice. Through time, scholars found 
that criminal justice and social justice are intricately intertwined.  

This degree program is housed in the College of Social Sciences. More information is available 
at www.sjsu.edu/justicestudies/ 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)  

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
CLO 1. Demonstrate understanding of academic material, and contribute to discussion at a professional and 
capable level. 
CLO 2. Describe the extent of the crime problem in the United States 
CLO 3. 
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Posts that exceed expectations (grade of an “A+”) will be reserved for those who have integrated material 
thoughtfully and have shown a true interest in the topic for the week (e.g., responds to other students who have 
commented on their original posts and checks other conversations in the discussion board thread). Please keep 
in mind that a grade of an “A+” is defined as “exceptional quality work.” Logging into Canvas later in the day 
on Sunday, will give you the best opportunity to close out any open conversations from the week. If you are 
unable to login on a particular Sunday, then please email me in advance. The following calendar is designed to 
help you outline your weekly work and stay on top of your deadlines. This calendar is a suggestion for a typical 
week, it is not mandatory that you follow this calendar nor does it apply to every week of the semester. Please 
do ensure you are meeting the assignment deadlines, however.  
 

 
 
 
Students are required to use grammar and sentence structure that is consistent with college level writing as well 
as demonstrate attentive and critical arguments. The use of APA format is required. Discussion board dates are 
listed in the schedule. 
 
Examples of expectations from a discussion board topic (taken from another course): 

 
Question: Do you believe the criminal justice system is a “system” a “process,” or neither? Defend your answer using what you have 
learned in previous courses, from academic sources, and/or from personal experiences. Remember that weekly reading material must 
be cited in your discussion board posts. 
 
Response: 

I believe that the criminal justice system is a “process.” According to Peak (2016), the criminal justice process is “the 
decisions and actions by an institution, offender, victim, or society that influence the offender’s movement into, through, or out of the 
justice system” (p. 5). Figure 1-1 depicts the criminal justice process very well. The criminal justice process begins when police make 
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ends for the defendant. Finally, if found guilty, the criminal is sentenced and begins their process into corrections. Depending on the 
sentence, once completed, the criminal is released back into the populations, where the process begins again (p. 6). Louthan also 
describes a similar process of the criminal justice system. He states, “The suspect is apprehended by the police, prosecuted, acquitted 
or convicted, and sentenced by the courts, and removed, punished, and/or rehabilitated by correctional agencies” (Louthan, 1974, p. 
30). 

In this criminal justice process, each step feeds the other. Louthan (1974) describes how each distinct function, amongst the 
police, courts, and corrections, interact and affect one another. Corrections would be non-existent, if not for guilty verdicts from the 
courts. Courts would be non-existent without arrests by police. And police would be non-existent if there were no punishments for 
crime. Thus, the agencies within the process are working toward a common goal. “As a process, the justice system cannot reduce 
crime by itself nor can any of the component parts afford to be insensitive to the needs and problems of the other parts” (Peak, 2016, 
p. 7). I don’t believe that fragmentation among the criminal justice system is caused because the criminal justice system is a non-
system. Components of the criminal justice system are individually fragmented (p. 7). Agencies within the process are only concerned 
about their needs, and not considering what changes among their agency will affect other components of the process. 

Because I believe that the criminal justice system is a “process,” I think that police, courts, and correctional agencies are 
organizations that the criminal justice processes through. Peak (2016) describes an organization as “entities of two or more people 
who cooperate to achieve an objective” (p. 22). Each component within the criminal justice system has their own objectives in order to 
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In this course there are four multiple choice exams that will cover course reading and discussion material. Each 
exam will be taken through the online Canvas system. Exams will open on Monday of the week of the exam 
and are due by Sunday at 11:59pm (See Course Schedule);	it is suggested you begin your exam no later than 
11:00pm on Sunday to give yourself enough time before the exam closes. You will only have one opportunity 
to complete the exam in a specified time period 
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by the Office of Undergraduate Education. Make sure to visit this page to review and be aware of these 
university policies and resources. 
 
Justice Studies Department Reading and Writing Philosophy !
The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the Department promotes 
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Week 4: 

 
2/15 – 2/21 

 
Module 4: 

 
Modern Applications of the 

Classical Perspective 
Rational Choice 

Routine Activities 
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Week 16: 

 
5/10 – 5/16 

 
Module 12: 

 
Integrated Theoretical Models 

and 
New Perspectives of Crime 

 

 
• Read Chapter 12 
• Discussion Board #11 

 
Week 17: 

 
5/17 – 5/23 

 
Module 13: 

 
Final Thoughts 

 
EXAM #4 

 
• YouTube: The future of criminology


