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Course and Contact Information  
 
Instructor: Allison Martin, Ph.D. 

Office Location: Off campus 

Email: allison.martin@sjsu.edu 

Office Hours: Tuesday 9:00am-10:00am or by appointment  
Join from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS or Android: 
https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/2578144013  
 

Class Days/Time: Tuesday/Thursday 10:30am-
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This course will require access to Microsoft Office, specifically Word and PowerPoint. If you do not currently 
own Microsoft Office, the software (both PC and Mac) is available for free to students: 
http://www.sjsu.edu/it/services/collaboration/software/instructions.php    
 
If you have technical difficulties at any point please contact Technical Support for Canvas. Email: 
ecampus@sjsu.edu. Phone: (408) 924-2337 https://www.sjsu.edu/ecampus/support/  

Zoom Classroom Etiquette 

• Use of Camera: You are encouraged to turn on your camera during class discussion/lecture and are 
required to participate in class discussions 

• Mute Your Microphone: To help keep background noise to a minimum, make sure you mute your 
microphone when you are not speaking.  

• Be Mindful of Background Noise and Distractions: Find a quiet place to “attend” class, to the greatest 
extent possible.  

o Avoid video setups where people may be walking behind you, people talking/making noise, etc.  
o Avoid activities that could create additional noise, such as shuffling papers, listening to music in 

the background, etc.  
• Position Your Camera Properly: Be sure your webcam is in a stable position and focused at eye level. 
• Limit Your Distractions/Avoid Multitasking: You can make it easier to focus on the meeting by 

turning off notifications, closing or minimizing running apps, and putting your smartphone away (unless 
you are using it to access Zoom).  

• Use Appropriate Virtual Backgrounds: If using a virtual background, it should be appropriate and 
professional and should NOT suggest or include content that is objectively offensive or demeaning. 

Recording Zoom Classes 
The instructor reserves the right to record this course or portions of this course (i.e., lectures, discussions, 
student presentations) for instructional or educational purposes. The recordings will only be shared with 
students enrolled in the class through Canvas. The recordings will be deleted at the end of the semester. If, 
however, you would prefer to remain anonymous during these recordings, then please speak with the instructor 
about possible accommodations (e.g., temporarily turning off identifying information from the Zoom session, 
including student name and picture, prior to recording).  
 
Students are not allowed to record without instructor permission  
Students are prohibited from recording class ac
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Agnew, R. (2001). Building on the foundation of general strain theory: Specifying the types of strain most 
likely to lead to crime and delinquency. Journal of Research in Crime and Delinquency, 38(4). 319-361. 

 
Anderson, E.
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respective week (see course schedule below); please note discussion board original posts are due Wednesday at 
11:59pm and other assignments may have other due dates. Late assignments will not be accepted.  
 
Students are expected to log onto Canvas 3-4 times per week, or if possible, log on daily, to check for updates 
and announcements. There will be cut-off times that will close Canvas. If you do not post your responses and 
discussions before this cut-off time, you will NOT receive the points for that discussion board. Students who 
anticipate missing the cut-off times are responsible for making arrangements with the instructor prior to the cut-
off times.   
 
You are required to be an active participant in the class, whi
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Posts that exceed expectations (grade of an “A+”) will be reserved for those who have integrated material 
thoughtfully and have shown a true interest in the topic for the week (e.g., responds to other students who have 
commented on their original posts and checks other conversations in the discussion board thread). Please keep 
in mind that a grade of an “A+” is defined as “exceptional quality work.” Logging into Canvas later in the day 
on Sunday, will give you the best opportunity to close out any open conversations from the week. If you are 
unable to login on a particular Sunday, then please email me in advance. The following calendar is designed to 
help you outline your weekly work and stay on top of your deadlines. This calendar is a suggestion for a typical 
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ends for the defendant. Finally, if found guilty, the criminal is sentenced and begins their process into corrections. Depending on the 
sentence, once completed, the criminal is released back into the populations, where the process begins again (p. 6). Louthan also 
describes a similar process of the criminal justice system. He states, “The suspect is apprehended by the police, prosecuted, acquitted 
or convicted, and sentenced by the courts, and removed, punished, and/or rehabilitated by correctional agencies” (Louthan, 1974, p. 
30). 

In this criminal justice process, each step feeds the other. Louthan (1974) describes how each distinct function, amongst the 
police, courts, and corrections, interact and affect one another. Corrections would be non-existent, if not for guilty verdicts from the 
courts. Courts would be non-existent without arrests by police. And police would be non-existent if there were no punishments for 
crime. Thus, the agencies within the process are working toward a common goal. “As a process, the justice system cannot reduce 
crime by itself nor can any of the component parts afford to be insensitive to the needs and problems of the other parts” (Peak, 2016, 
p. 7). I don’t believe that fragmentation among the criminal justice system is caused because the criminal justice system is a non-
system. Components of the criminal justice system are individually fragmented (p. 7). Agencies within the process are only concerned 
about their needs, and not considering what changes among their agency will affect other components of the process. 

Because I believe that the criminal justice system is a “process,” I think that police, courts, and correctional agencies are 
organizations that the criminal justice processes through. Peak (2016) describes an organization as “entities of two or more people 
who cooperate to achieve an objective” (p. 22). Each component within the criminal justice system has their own objectives in order to 
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Grading for Written Assignments 

“A”: An “A” assignment is one that is well written, clearly organized, and comprehensive in its coverage of 
the assignment. The paper is structured to promote readability (e.g., clear introduction, supporting 
statements, conclusion) and main ideas are clearly supported (both in substantive argument and in research 
cited) and explained. The paper is outstanding to excellent in its quality, suggests that the student took the 
assignment seriously and was thoughtful in completing it. These papers clearly discuss topics covered in 
class, accurately and appropriately use the correct references to topics covered in the paper, and the citations 
are correctly formatted. The full range and scope of the topic are addressed. The paper format (spacing, page 
limit, etc.) is correct.  

 “B”: A “B” assignment is one that is fairly organized and contains many good ideas, but could use 
improvement in terms of organization, clarity, and/or writing style (e.g., stronger topic statements, clearer 
introduction/conclusion, fewer grammatical/typographical errors). These assignments typically convey less 
mastery of a topic or study, as evidenced by not clearly or completely addressing the topic/question. 
Coverage of the assignment is generally complete and mostly accurate, but greater depth and/or explanation 
is needed in particular areas to better support main points or enhance clarity. This paper often appears as if it 
needs minor to moderate revision and/or proofreading, digresses slightly off topic, or does not fully address 
the posed question(s). Citations are somewhat lacking, inappropriate, or not cited correctly. The paper is 
good to pretty good and its quality suggests that the student took the assignment somewhat seriously and 
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was moderately thoughtful in completing it, but could have done higher quality work with more time and/or 
effort. Students generally used accurate and appropriate references to topics covered in the paper, but 
additional or more relevant citations should have been used, and/or the citations were not correctly 
formatted/referenced. The full range and scope of the topic are not addressed fully. The paper format 
(spacing, page limit, etc.) is mostly correct.  

“C”: A “C” assignment is one that may have a few good ideas, but generally lacks organization and clarity. 
Significant improvement is needed in terms of organization, clarity, and writing style (e.g., strong topic 
statements, clear introduction/conclusion, fewer grammatical or typographical errors). Coverage of the 
assignment is haphazard and greater depth and/or explanation is needed throughout the paper. This paper 
often appears as if it needs moderate to significant revision and/or proofreading. The paper barely meets 
minimum expectations and is below average. It is unclear if the student read all readings necessary to 
answer the posed question, or the student does not sufficiently/clearly address the question. Its quality 
suggests that the student did not take the assignment seriously and rushed through it with little thought or 
attention to detail. Students generally do not use accurate or appropriate references to topics covered in the 
paper, need additional or more relevant citations, and/or the citations are not formatted correctly.  

“D/F”: A “D/F” assignment lacks clarity and organization as well as relevant substance. Significant 
improvement is needed on all fronts. Coverage of the assignment is poor, inaccurate, and lacks depth and 
explanation. This paper often appears as if it needs significant revision and/or proofreading. The paper does 
not meet the minimum expectations and is significantly below average. It does not appear that the student 
read all of the material necessary to answer the posed question, or did not address the posed question. This 
paper is poor or unacceptable and its quality suggests that the student did not take the assignment seriously 
and gave it little thought. Students generally use very few or inappropriate references, the citations were not 
formatted correctly, and the clarity/organization of the paper is low. 

Percentages are obtained by dividing the total points you earn by the total points possible in the course.  
 

A plus = 98 to 100%    A = 93 to 97.9%    A minus = 90 to 92.9% 
B plus = 88 to 89.9%   B = 83 to 87.9%    B minus = 80 to 82.9% 
C plus = 78 to 79.9%   C = 73 to 77.9%    C minus = 70 to 72.9% 
D plus = 68 to 69.9%   D = 63 to 67.9%    D minus = 63 to 67.9% 
F = 0-62.9% 

 
Note: Must achieve a grade of "C" or better to fulfill Justice Studies major requirements. 

“Classroom” Protocol 
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by the Office of Undergraduate Education. Make sure to visit this page to review and be aware of these 
university policies and resources. 
 
Justice Studies Department Reading and Writing Philosophy !
The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the Department promotes 
academic, critical, and creative engagement with language (i.e., reading and writing) throughout its curriculum. 
A sustained and intensive exploration of language prepares students to think critically and to act meaningfully 
in interrelated areas of their lives–personal, professional, economic, social, political, ethical, and cultural. 
Graduates of the Department of Justice Studies leave San José State University prepared to enter a range of 
careers and for advanced study in a variety of fields; they are prepared to more effectively identify and 
ameliorate injustice in their personal, professional and civic lives. Indeed, the impact of literacy is evident not 
only within the span of a specific course, semester, or academic program but also over the span of a lifetime.  
 

,!'010'+'34$5$)"&"6$#%&'78("492'!<4$)6';:;0'
*The instructor reserves the right to alter this schedule at any time during the semester. Logging into Canvas 
multiple times a week will ensure that you are abreast of any changes that are made.  

Course Schedule 

Week Topic Course Assignments and Due Dates 
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Week 4: 

 
2/15 – 2/21 

 
Module 4: 

 
Modern Applications of the 

Classical Perspective 
Rational Choice 

Routine Activities 
 

 
• Read Chapter 3 
• Readings on Canvas: 

o Marcum et al. (2010)  
• YouTube: Interview with Dr. Felson  
• Listen to npr Crime Series: Broken Windows 
• Discussion Board #3 

  
 

Week 5: 
 

2/22 – 2/28 

 
Exam #1 Ch. 1-3 

 
Zoom Class Meetings 

Presentations and Exam Prep 
Presenters submit your PowerPoint and Paper 

Exam #1: Ch. 1-3!

 
Week 6: 

 
3/1 – 3/7 

 
Module 5: 
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Week 10: 

 
3/29 – 4/4 

 
SPRING BREAK 

 
• Be safe and have fun! 

 
Week 11: 

 
4/5 – 4/11 

 
Module 8: 

 
The Chicago School and 
Cultural and Subcultural 

Theories 
Social Disorganization 

 

 
• Read Chapter 7 
• Readings on Canvas: 

o Anderson (1994) 
o Kubrin (2005) 

• YouTube: Shaw and McKay 
• Discussion Board #7!

 
Week 12: 

 
4/12 – 4/18 

 
Module 9:
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Week 16: 

 
5/10 – 5/16 

 
Module 12: 

 
Integrated Theoretical Models 

and 
New Perspectives of Crime 

 

 
• Read Chapter 12 
• 

!


