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Justice Studies Reading and Writing Philosophy 
The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the Department promotes 
academic, critical, and creative engagement with language (i.e., reading and writing) throughout its curriculum.  
A sustained and intensive exploration of language prepares students to think critically and to act meaningfully 
in interrelated areas of their lives–personal, professional, economic, social, political, ethical, and cultural.  
Graduates of the Department of Justice Studies leave San José State University prepared to enter a range of 
careers and for advanced study in a variety of fields; they are prepared to more effectively identify and  
ameliorate injustice in their personal, professional and civic lives. Indeed, the impact of literacy is evident not 
only within the span of a specific course, semester, or academic program but also over the span of a lifetime. 

Required Texts/Readings  
There is no assigned text book for this class. All readings will be posted to the class Canvas page. 

Course Requirements and Assignments 
Exams (30% of final grade) 
The Midterm and Final are due on March 24 and May 21 respectively. They are worth 15% each. Students 
should assume that all material covered in the lectures, readings, videos, guest speakers and hand-outs will be 
covered on the exams unless otherwise indicated. Exams will encompass multiple choice, short answer, and 
essay questions.  
(SLO1, SLO2, SLO3, SLO4) 
 
Journal Project (20% of final grade) 
A journal entry is due in the beginning of an assigned class and should be approximately 1 page, double spaced. 
The journal might be a log of your reactions and insights on the topic covered in readings and lectures, perhaps 
typing in it after each class or after conducting the readings. Alternatively, you can reflect on what the class has 
caused you to think about, or things you are noticing around you due to the class material. You can write about 
your personal experiences past or present. The journals should not be a summary of the facts learned in the 
lectures or your lecture notes, but rather your evaluation of what you’re learning, how what you are learning 
applies to your life, and what you think is accurate or inaccurate, unique, and so on about the readings, lecture, 
videos, and guest speakers. You c
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If you or a friend is in need of emotional support, please visit S%p p j6 :ph/u 3 .66p p j6 :’s Counseling and Pp p j6 :sychological Services 
(CAp p j6 :Pp p j6 :ph/u 3 .6) www.sjsu.edu/counseling service. Pp p j6 :hone: (408) 924-
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○ Avoid activities that could create additional noise, such as shuffling papers, listening to music in 
the background, etc. 
●   Position Your Camera Properly: If you are using one, be sure your webcam is in a stable position and 
focused at eye level. 
●   Limit Your Distractions/Avoid Multitasking: You can make it easier to focus on the meeting by turning 
off notifications, closing or minimizing running apps, and putting your smartphone away (unless you are using 
it to access Zoom). 
●   Use Appropriate Virtual Backgrounds: Using a virtual background is a great way to try and preserve 
some of your privacy! If using a virtual background, it should be appropriate and professional and should NOT 
suggest or include content that is objectively offensive or demeaning. 




