
San José State University 
CoSS/Justice Studies 

JS179, Human Rights Practicum and Seminar 
 Section 1, Course #27246, Spring 2021 
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Instructor: Halima Kazem-Stojanovic 

Office Location: Dwight Bentel Hall 215 (School of Journalism and Mass 
Communications) 

Telephone: Email is best way to reach me 

Email: Halima.Kazem@sjsu.edu 

Office Hours: Mondays 12pm – 1:15pm, Tuesdays 10-11am, & by appointment 

Class Days/Time: Synchronous lectures Mondays 3pm – 4:45pm 

Classroom: Online Zoom - Permanent Class link 
 







·      Actipedia, https://actipedia.org/ - a community-generated wiki to document, 
share, and inspire Creative Activism   
·      Beautiful Trouble, http://beautifultrouble.org/case/ - a web toolbox of creative 
and effective actions   
·      New Tactics, https://www.newtactics.org/ - a thorough guide to help you 
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 Description and Purpose: 

The course readings cover provocative and locally relevant scholarship in the multidisciplinary 
field of human rights. Students will read a variety of materials and respond to them on Canvas 



Extra credit opportunities, including lectures, films, workshops, and on- and off-campus 
opportunities will be announced throughout the semester in class and via email. Check our 
course Canvas website for updates. To receive extra participation credit, students must write 
a 1-2 page reflection paper relating the event to relevant course themes, topics, or 
discussions. Post extra credit reflections within a week of the event. 

Grading Information 
This course will be using the +/- system on final grades based on the following percentages: 

Grade Percentage 

A plus 96 to 100% 

A 93 to 95% 



SJSU Policies: 
University Syllabus Policy S16-9 at 
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf Office of Graduate and 
Undergraduate Programs’ Syllabus Information web page at 
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/ 

  
SJSU’s Credit Hour Requirement 

“Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of 
credit, a minimum of 45 hours over the length of the course (normally 3 hours per unit per 
week with 1 of the hours used for lecture) for instruction or preparation/studying or course 



2.  All classroom participants are expected to foster an environment that encourages 
respectful participation, rather than silencing others (be respectful to one another, do not 
insult or intimidate others, evaluate alternative views with an open mind). We will discuss 
ground rules and develop classroom standards of conduct at the beginning of the semester. 

3.     Students are expected to complete all readings and assignments by the dates 
indicated on the syllabus. Be sure to check the course Canvas website regularly for 
updates. 

4.  Students are responsible for any notes and materials missed in their absence. 

Readings about human rights abuses, injustice, discrimination, and violence can be 
challenging intellectually, personally, and emotionally. All students are encouraged to reflect 
on the course materials mindfully and engage in self-



●  Be Mindful of Background Noise and Distractions: Find a quiet place to “attend” 
class, to the greatest extent possible 

● Limit Your Distractions/Avoid Multitasking: You can make it easier to focus on the 
meeting by turning off notifications, closing or minimizing running apps, and 
putting your smartphone away (unless you are using it to access Zoom). 

● Use Appropriate Virtual Backgrounds: If using a virtual background, it should be 
appropriate and professional. 

● Zoom lectures WILL NOT be recorded – attendance for zoom lectures is 
important 

● Students are not allowed to record without instructor permission 
  
Students are prohibited from recording class activities (including class lectures, office 
hours, advising sessions, etc.), distributing class recordings, or posting class 
recordings. Materials created by the instructor for the course (syllabi, lectures and 
lecture notes, presentations, etc.) are copyrighted by the instructor. This university 
policy (S12---7) is in place to protect the privacy of students in the course, as well as to 
maintain academic integrity through reducing the instances of cheating. Students who 
record, distribute, or post these materials will be referred to the Student Conduct and 
Ethical Development office. Unauthorized recording may violate university and state 
law. It is the responsibility of students that require special accommodations or assistive 
technology due to a disability to notify the instructor. 
  
  

University Policies 
Per University Policy S16-9, university-wide policy information relevant to all courses, such as 
academic integrity, accommodations, etc. will be available on Office of Graduate and 



  

Student Technology Resources 
Computer labs for student use are av



reading and writing) throughout its curriculum. A sustained and intensive exploration of 
language prepares students to think critically and to act meaningfully in interrelated areas of 
their lives–personal, professional, economic, social, political, ethical, and cultural. 

Graduates of the Department of Justice Studies leave San José State University prepared 
to enter a range of careers and for advanced study in a variety of fields; they are prepared 
to more effectively identify and ameliorate injustice in their personal, professional and civic 
lives. Indeed, the impact of literacy is evident not only within the span of a specific course, 
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5 M 3/1 
  
  
  
  
  

Feminisms and Revolutions 
Wrap up Unit 1 curriculum 
Introduction of Unit 2 – Algorithms, Data and Surveillance 
  
Reading for next class - Noble Intro & Chapter 1-2 
Reading Response #5 Due Sunday 3/7 @9pm 
  
  

6 M 3/8 Watch Party – Coded Bias 
  
Watch Film Citizen4 
Canvas Discussion post #4 – Due Thursday 3/11 @9pm 
  
Read for next class – Noble Chapters 3-5 
Reading Response #6 Due Sunday 3/14 @ 9pm 

7 M 
3/15-
- 

Surveillance State 
  
Watch The Great Hack 
Canvas Discussion post #5 – Due Thursday 3/18 @ 9pm 
  





 


