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Course and Contact Information  

Instructor: Grace Howard 

Email: grace.howard@sjsu.edu 

Office Hours:  Wednesday, 2-2:50; Tuesday/Thursday, 1:30-2:30 via zoom, or 
by appointment. 

Class Days/Time: Course modules will be posted by 4 on Thursday. Optional 
synchronous zoom meetings will take place on Thursday at 
noon. These will be recorded and posted for students who are 
unable to attend. Tuesday classes will be asynchronous. 

Prerequisites: Co/Prerequisite: Any 100W 
 

Office Hours via Zoom 

While classes are being held remotely, office hours will be held remotely. You can use the Zoom info below for 
teleconferencing. If the designated office hours don’t work for you, please email to make arrangements. 
Grace Howard's Office Zoom Meeting Room 



 

Course Description 
Interdisciplinary exploration of human rights instruments, institutions, and notable human rights campaigns. 
The historical development of human rights and contemporary threats to the realization of fundamental dignity 
for humans and non-humans will also be explored. 
 

Course Goals 
This course is designed to introduce students to human rights in law, politics, and action by exploring the theme 
“Human Rights Begin Close to Home.” The class will adopt an interdisciplinary approach to human rights in 
historic and contemporary contexts to evaluate the following:  
•What are the historical events and social movements that led to the development of human rights? 
•How are human rights defined through international law? 
•Who gets to decide what these rights are and how they are realized? 
•How has the concept of “human rights” evolved over time, in different domestic and international contexts? 
•How have people struggled to define and realize fundamental rights and/or dignity, and to what effects?  
•Where human rights have been defined, why/where/how/by whom have they been violated? How can human 
rights concepts shape remedies to such violations? 
•How does a discourse of fundamental “right” and/or “dignity” affect the way we understand, articulate, and 
respond to various social problems?  
•How do human rights struggles and scholarship shape culture, policy, and social activism in our local and 
global communities? 
•What can SJSU students do to ensure that “human rights begin close to home”? 



 

Human Rights Current Event Reports 
Students will subscribe to and read Human Rights watch’s Daily Brief. Sign up for the Daily Brief here: 
http://action.hrw.org/page/36941/subscribe/1 

 
Students will complete two human rights current event reports related to course topics. One report will examine 
a human rights issue in the US/Domestic context, the other will examine a human rights issue in international 
context. This assignment has two components: the written report and a brief oral presentation of the current 
event to the class. 

 
The written component of the Human Rights Current Event Report will provide a concise explanation of the 
event/issue, a description of the relevance of specific human rights to the issue, tactics of advocacy 
organizations, and the student’s thoughts/observations/critiques regarding the current event and what should be 
done about the issue. Post a link to the news article and your analysis to the “Human Rights in the News Current 
Events” discussion on Canvas. 

 
The oral component of the report requires the student to provide a brief (e.g. 2-3 minute) description of the 
human rights issue to the class, explaining how it illustrates the day’s assigned reading topic and/or course 
themes, and posing at least one question for class discussion. Students will sign up to present their report in 
class. 

 
Learning Outcomes: GELO 1, GELO 2, and GELO 3; CLO 1 and CLO 3. 
 
Grading and Due Dates: Each report is worth 5% of the final grade. Students will sign up to provide their brief 
in-class summary to the class throughout the term. Post one Human Rights Current Event Report by 11:59 p.m. 
on March 12, 2021; the second report is due by 11:59 p.m. on April 30, 2021.  
 
Reading Response Papers (30%) 
Reading Response papers will be due throughout the semester as indicated on the course calendar. These should 
be at least 2 pages long (no more than 4 pages), double spaced, 12 point times new roman font, and should 
respond to a prompt given for that specific response paper. Response papers will be pass/fail, and are meant to 
encourage the student to complete and grapple the assigned reading. Papers should include at least two quotes 
from the assigned reading. No references page is necessary, but be clear about which assigned reading you are 
referring to. 
 
Lead the Class (10% of final grade) 
In the beginning of the semester, students will select a class where they will get our conversation started. On 
this day, students are expected to have carefully read and digested the assigned course readings, and should be 
prepared to get our class conversation started with a thoughtful summary and critique of the assigned work, and 
several discussion questions for the class. 
 



 

the writing guidelines and rubric available on Canvas. This assignment observes that writing is a process; to 
complete the research paper, students will submit the following: (1) Abstract and Paper Proposal (2) An outline 
of your paper, along with a reference list of at least three empirical, peer reviewed journal articles that you 
intend to use in your paper (3) A peer review will be conducted on a rough draft of your paper (4) A review by 
your professor, (5) The final paper, incorporating responses to the peer review and feedback. The paper will be 
due on Canvas by 11:59p.m. on the last day of instruction. 
 

Grading Information  
 
Grade  Points Percentage 
A plus 960 to 1000 96 to 100% 
A 930 to 959 93 to 95% 
A minus 900 to 929 90 to 92% 
B plus 860 to 899 86 to 89 % 



 

“Course material developed by the instructor is the intellectual property of the instructor and cannot be shared 
publicly without his/her approval. You may not publicly share or upload instructor generated material for this 
course such as exam questions, lecture notes, or homework solutions without instructor consent.” 
 






