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Course and Contact Information  
 
Instructor: Allison Martin, Ph.D. 

Office Location: Off campus 

Email: allison.martin@sjsu.edu 

Office Hours: Tuesday 9:00am-10:00am or by appointment  
Join from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS or Android: 
https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/2578144013  
 

Class Days/Time: online 

Prerequisites: Acceptance to M.S. Criminology program 

Course Description 
This online course will examine: (1) issues fundamental to criminological and juvenile delinquency research 
and practical applications; (2) the current and emerging national/international crime and delinquency issues; and 
(3) criminal and juvenile justice policies adopted by different countries. 

Course Format  
This is an online graduate level course and is designed to emphasize critical thinking and developing analytical 
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Jenks, D.A. and Fuller, J.R. (2017). Global crime and justice. New York, NY: Taylor and Francis.  

*Tibbetts, S.G. (2019). Criminological theory: The essentials, 3rd edition. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage 
Publications, Inc. 

*highly recommended if you have not taken a course on criminological theory or need a refresher 

 

Required Readings Posted to Canvas 

Arias, E.D. and Barnes, N. (2017). Crime and plural orders in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. 
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to the textbook and/or article(s) where appropriate. Please do not rely simply on one reading to answer your 
discussion board posts; the purpose is to incorporate several works to develop your main arguments. When 
using evidence in your discussion posts, you must cite the source using APA format. If you need assistance on 
APA format, please view: https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/. 
 
Students are required to first read all assigned readings and then respond to the module discussion board topic 
by Wednesday at 11:59pm. Students will then respond to two other student’s original posts, as well as any 
questions I may ask regarding their post by Sunday at 11:59pm, when the weekly topic will close. Be sure to 
use references to reading material in all the posts you can, especially when agreeing with or refuting points 
made by authors. Responses consisting of a lack of thought as in “I agree” or “great thought” will not count as a 
quality response. 
 
If I pose a question to your post, it will be Saturday, so be sure to check to see if I have posted on your 
discussion board anytime on Sunday. I may also pose a follow-up question for the entire class; these follow-up 
questions will be sent through Canvas email messages, so be sure to check your university account regularly. 
Required responses to other students must be on their original post, not on the question they pose to you. This 
idea here is to keep the conversation going; you will discuss with other students, as well as with the instructor.  
 
Posts that exceed expectations (grade of an “A+”) will be reserved for those who have integrated material 
thoughtfully and have shown a true interest in the topic for the week (e.g., responds to other students who have 
commented on their original posts and checks other conversations in the discussion board thread). Please keep 
in mind that a grade of an “A+” is defined as “exceptional quality work.” Logging into Canvas later in the day 
on Sunday, will give you the best opportunity to close out any open conversations from the week. If you are 
unable to login on a particular Sunday, then please email me in advance. The following calendar is designed to 
help you outline your weekly work and stay on top of your deadlines. This calendar is a suggestion for a typical 
week, it is not mandatory that you follow this calendar nor does it apply to every week of the semester. Please 
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follow APA guidelines both in-text and in references at the end of the post. Responses to others should be 
equivalent to 1-1½ single-spaced page(s). Discussion board dates are listed in the schedule. 
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"process within a system." The system does share a common goal, however, each entity has its own set of objectives to achieve that 
common goal. Each entity keeps the public safe by deterring crime in their own way. Police make arrests, courts sentences, and the 
correctional agencies rehabilitate. I was wondering what your thoughts were on a criminal justice network? Peak (2016), defines a 
criminal justice network as "a view that the justice system's components cooperate and share similar goals, but operate independently 
and compete for funding" (p. 7). I thought this definition could be somewhat applied to the criminal justice system, as well. Funding is 
limited, thus, creating competition between police, courts, and corrections. I think that the police, courts, and corrections operate 
independently, but also work with one another. 

I like the examples that you provided in your response. I think that the criminal justice system is making advancements 
towards mental health awareness and education. I have to had experience with law enforcement officers recognizing and being able to 
respond appropriately to those with mental health issues. However, there is always room for improvements. Mental health has become 
an increasing public awareness, that I think will take some time for the criminal justice system to implement new strategies 
effectively. 
 
Peak, K. (Ed.) (2016). Justice administration: Police, courts, and corrections management, 8th edition. Hoboken, New Jersey: Pearson. 
 
Applied Activity 
You will complete an Applied Activity that will help you navigate the culminating activity. The Applied 
Activity is designed for you to become familiar w
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Grading for Written Assignments 

“A”: 
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