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MYSJSU Messaging 
Course materials such as syllabus, handouts, notes, assignment instructions, etc. can be found on Canvas 
Learning Management System course login website at http://sjsu.instructure.com. You are responsible for 
regularly checking with the messaging system through MySJSU on Spartan App Portal http://one.sjsu.edu (or 
other communication system as indicated by the instructor) to learn of any updates. For help using Canvas 
Resource page at http://www.sjsu.edu/ecampus/teaching-tools/canvas/student_resources.  

Program Information 

Justice Studies Department began as the “Police School” in 1930, offering the first complete college education 
program for future police officers as an academic program in a regular academic curriculum, otherwise known 
as a “college major;” this was the first major in the field called Criminal Justice. Through time, scholars found 
that criminal justice and social justice are intricately intertwined.  

Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)  

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
CLO 1. Independently explore and study a justice agency program, justice policy, and/or organizational 

 issue. 
CLO 2. Formally present their work in both oral presentations and written reports. 
CLO 3. Constructively critique and discuss the work of others. 
CLO 4. Evaluate and synthesize different points of view in understanding a justice agency program, justice 
policy, and/or organizational issue. 
 
Required Texts/Readings  
 
There are no assigned readings for this class. However, students are required to incorporate at least 40 scholarly 
sources (peer-reviewed journal articles and academic books) into their applied project. Textbooks are not 
considered scholarly material. Students may use the scholarly sources they used in previous classes as long as 
they are directly applicable to the topic under investigation. Students may incorporate non-
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Roman, with one-inch margins, and contain at least 40 scholarly sources. Papers should not exceed 70 pages. 
Students may incorporate other resources but they do not count towards the scholarly sources required. The use 
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sections of their Applied Projects. This outline should provide the reader with a blueprint; it should present the 
sections into which the paper will be divided and the type of content that will be included in each section. The 
outline provides an important opportunity for students to get feedback on their work to ensure they are on the 
right track. Applied Projects will not be accepted if a detailed outline was not submitted. 
 
Outlines should follow APA format (see below) and more detail can be found on the Owl Purdue Effective 
Outlines website. Outlines will be detailed and have references throughout. They will be 5-10 pages in length, 
typed, single-spaced, paginated, in Times New Roman 12-point font, and have one-inch margins. First person is 
not appropriate for research papers. The outline should be structured, with headings and subheadings, as 
scripted below. Basic APA outline guidelines should use Roman numerals for main headings, Capital letters for 
sub-
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APA Quick Guide I have posted to Canvas to check for common errors on APA citations. Some of these 
include: 

• Only the first word, any words after a colon or any proper names in an article’s title should be 
capitalized 

• Names of journals are italicized, same as book titles 
• Ensure you have all authors listed in the citation 

 
Peer-Review of Outline 
For this assignment you are to peer-review TWO other students’ Applied Project outlines. Canvas will 
automatically assign you two peer-reviewers, once the due date of the assignment has passed. Reviewers and 
Reviewees will remain anonymous – in other words, you will not know who you are reviewing or who 
reviewed you.  
 
Using the comment sidebar on Canvas, please type your comments for the student you are reviewing. Peer-
reviews are expected to have detail regarding the Applied Project, point out specifics of the student’s 
assignment, provide room for improvement in a thoughtful manner that deals specifically with the student’s 
topic, is respectful of the student’s work, and more. Keep in mind I expect to see much effort put in to providing 
your colleagues with substantive feedback in order for them to improve their work. You do not have to review 
their reference page, but it would be helpful to point out any major flaws you may see. 
 
Here is a Canvas tutorial, if you need additional help in sending/receiving peer-reviews: 
https://community.canvaslms.com/docs/DOC-10651-421254363.  
 
Applied Project 
*Please note that portions of the project will be due throughout the course. See the course schedule below for more 
information.  
 
For this project, a substantial paper of a justice agency program, justice policy, and/or organizational issue is 
required. The contents will be determined by the student in consultation with the instructor, with whom the 
student meets regularly for supervision. Students may choose their topic based on their research interests.  
 
You will expand on the knowledge you obtained in the Justice Studies program to develop your Applied 
Project. Papers should be 35-50 pages in length, typed, double-spaced, paginated, in Times New Roman 12-
point font, and have one-inch margins. You must include a minimum of 40 scholarly sources, which should be 
obtained from the library or library website, or from official reports found online. Direct quotations should be 
limited to one per page. Students should focus on paraphrasing authors’ words; when this is done, remember to 
cite your sources. APA format is required for the entire paper. Visit Owl Purdue APA for assistance on APA 
formatting. First-person (I, me, in my opinion, etc.) is not an acceptable writing style for research papers. The 
use of .com websites is highly discouraged and will only be allowed with prior permission by the instructor. 
This is a formal research paper and will be graded based on the quality of your arguments, as well as the 
incorporation of academic research. 
 
Throughout the semester you will be required to submit sections of your paper, along with reviewing other 
students’ work. These assignments are meant for you to act as if you are in the real-world of academic research. 
Each assignment will have its own due date (see course syllabus). More information can be found on the 
respective assignment’s details page on Canvas. 
 
Format of your Applied Project 
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The format for your Research Paper should include the following. If you have additional questions about the 
format, please visit Owl Purdue APA Headings website for details.  
 

Cover Page 
Name, title of work, semester, etc. 

 
Abstract 

The abstract should describe the research problem, material and methods used, and the main results of the 
project. (The abstract will be further developed once you complete the entire project). The reader must be able 
to understand the abstract without having read the applied project. The sentences in the abstract must be 
complete. References and quotations must not be used, nor should there be anything in the abstract that does not 
appear in the applied project. The abstract should be as concise as possible: it is recommended that it does not 
exceed one single-spaced page (150-250 words). 
 
An abstract should contain the following information: 

• topic of applied project 
• purpose of study 
• research methodology 
• main results 
• conclusions and possible recommendations 

 
Introduction 

Papers should commence with a statement pertaining to why the research topic is important. Students could cite 
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factors, structural factors, psychological factors, and all the theories you learned from your other JS classes. Be 
sure to connect the research you discuss in this section to the components of the theory selected. 
 

Methodology 
Describe the methodology/design you plan to use. Are you using a content analysis, ethnography, semi-
structured interviews, or program evaluation? Why is this the best methodology for your project? Be sure to 
detail your methodology step by step. Think about this section as a recipe; you need to be that specific. Be sure 
to obtain peer-reviewed journal articles to support your intended methodology. In other words, you should be 
relying on past research to develop your own methodology and cite accordingly. Chances are, that a topic very 
similar to yours has been published.  
 
Detail your overarching research questions. Research questions are not survey items that you will pass out to 
interviewees, but instead describe the overall objective of your study. For example, “What services do juveniles 
need to desist from delinquency?” or “How effective is X program at helping juvenile probationers abstain from 
delinquency?” 
 
Discuss the process you will use in detail. Where will you obtain your data? How will you obtain your data? If 
you are interviewing employees of a program, what questions will you ask them (provide a copy your interview 
guide—this should be incorporated into the appendix of the applied project—final paper)? How will you invite 
people to participate in your study (provide a sample of your recruitment material: email, flyer, script for phone 
conversation)? Will you audio record your interview? Do you have a consent form (if yes, provide a sample)? 
Will you transcribe your interview yourself? If yes, how long did it take? Will you be doing a content analysis 
on newspaper articles? If yes, what newspaper? How will you access the archives? What range of time will you 
be looking at? Why was this range of time selected? What search terms will you use? How will you download 
the data? How will you analyze the data? Details, details, details. 
 
How much data did you analyze? Speak about the number of interviews, observations, newspaper articles, laws, 
etc. that you will analyze for this project. What is your analysis strategy? How long will analysis take? How 
could you be sure that you will be accurately analyzing the data? What are the strengths and weaknesses of your 
methodology? Why did you select this methodology over others? Remember to cite, cite, cite. 
 

Results 
The Results section represents the core findings of your study. It presents these findings in a logical sequence 
without bias or interpretation from the author, setting up the reader for later interpretation and evaluation in the 
Discussion section. A major purpose of the Results section is to break down the data into sentences that show its 
significance to the research question(s). This section answers the basic question “What did you find in your 
research?” The Results section should include the findings of your study and ONLY the findings of your study. 
The findings include: 

• A contextual analysis of this data explaining its meaning in sentence form 
• Data that corresponds to the central research question(s) 
• Secondary findings (secondary outcomes, subgroup analyses, etc.) 
• Data presented in tables, charts, and graphs (this is optional and should only be done if it is necessary. 

APA format is required when including tables, charts, and graphs). 
 
Findings should be presented in well-developed themes. A minimum of three and maximum of four themes 
should be presented in the Results section. One theme may be divided into sub-themes, though this is not 
necessary. To identify themes in your data, you should look for trends in the information you collected. For help 
in developing themes, please read “Identify Themes in Qualitative Data,” review the information you learned in 
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your methodology class, and search for peer-reviewed journal articles that provide instruction on this. You may 
also review results section of articles you are using for this project for examples of well-developed themes.  
 
There is no right or wrong answer when it comes to your themes or results. The Results section can however be 
more or less informed. The amount of time spent analyzing the data, identifying themes, and determining where 
your data is consistent with or diverges from the information currently available in scholarly sources determines 
how well informed your Results section will be. 

Discussion 
The purpose of the Discussion is to interpret and describe the significance of your findings in light of what was 
already known about the topic being investigated and to explain any new understanding or insights that emerged 
as a result of your study of the topic. The discussion will always connect to the introduction by way of the 
research questions you posed and the literature you reviewed, but the discussion does not simply repeat or 
rearrange the first parts of your paper; the discussion clearly explains how your study advanced the reader's 
understanding of the topic from where you left them at the end of your Review of Relevant Literature. For 
detailed instructions about writing the Discussion section, please read “Organizing your discussion” website 
posted to Canvas. Finally, students should present the policy implications of their research in this section. 

Conclusion 
Your Applied Project should end with a well-constructed conclusion. The conclusion is somewhat similar to the 
introduction. You restate your aims and objectives and summarize your main findings and evidence for the 
reader. You can usually do this in one paragraph with three main key points, and one strong take-home 
message. You should not present any new arguments in your conclusion. You can raise some open questions 
and set the scene for the next study. This is a good place to state your thoughts about possible future work. Try 
to explain to your readers what more could be done? What do you think are the next steps to take? What other 
questions warrant further investigation? Remember, the conclusion is the last part of the Applied Project that 
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This assignment should be submitted to the respective assignment tab on Canvas by the due date listed on the 
syllabus, in a .doc or .docx format. Late assignments are NOT accepted. 
 
A final note about plagiarism: Because you are using scholarly sources to develop ideas for your paper, the act 
of plagiarism (copying one’s work or paraphrasing without a citation) can be tempting. Instances of academic 
dishonesty will not be tolerated. Please know that I have come across every type of plagiarism you could 
imagine and I do not take these cases lightly. If you are unclear about whether or not you should cite, then 
contact me, or simply cite the work. 
 
Good luck and Happy Writing ! 
 
 

Grading Information 
This is a credit/no-credit (CR/NC) course. In order to receive credit, students must complete ALL 
assignments/requirements associated to the applied project, including peer-reviews. If all requirements are not 
met, students will receive NC—unless they make prior arrangements with the professor to finish with an 
incomplete (I) and sign a “Contract of Incomplete.” The professor may refuse to assign an incomplete (I). 

“Classroom” Protocol 
Mutual respect and civility will be the foundation in this course. Every student will have an optimum 
opportunity for learning and gaining knowledge; differences of opinion are welcomed in a positive and 
encouraging manner. Some topics covered in this course may be considered sensitive, so please be respectful of 
all students’ backgrounds and personal opinions. 

University Policies 
Per University Policy S16-9 (http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf), relevant university policy concerning 
all courses, such as student responsibilities, academic integrity, accommodations, dropping and adding, consent 
for recording of class, etc. and available student services (e.g. learning assistance, counseling, and other 
resources) are listed on Syllabus Information web page (http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo), which is hosted 
by the Office of Undergraduate Education. Make sure to visit this page to review and be aware of these 
university policies and resources. 
 
Justice Studies Department Reading and Writing Philosophy  
The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the Department promotes 
academic, critical, and creative engagement with language (i.e., reading and writing) throughout its curriculum. 
A sustained and intensive exploration of language prepares students to think critically and to act meaningfully 
in interrelated areas of their lives–personal, professional, economic, social, political, ethical, and cultural. 
Graduates of the Department of Justice Studies leave San José State University prepared to enter a range of 
careers and for advanced study in a variety of fields; they are prepared to more effectively identify and 
ameliorate injustice in their personal, professional and civic lives. Indeed, the impact of literacy is evident not 
only within the span of a specific course, semester, or academic program but also over the span of a lifetime.  
 

JS 274 / Applied Project, Spring 2021 
*The instructor reserves the right to alter this schedule at any time during the semester. Logging into Canvas 
multiple times a week will ensure that you are abreast of any changes that are made.  
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