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1. CLO 1 - Read, write, and contribute to discussion about domestic and international human rights issues 
at a basic level. 

2. CLO 2 - Recognize and access human rights instruments defining “human rights” according to 
international law (such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights) via online and library resources. 

3. CLO 3 - Recognize and access the reports of central oversight agencies and non-governmental 
organizations, such as Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch, that report on human rights 
abuses to the United Nations and global populace. 

4. CLO 4 - Compare and contrast how “rights” and “dignity” have been defined by and for various cultures 
throughout the world. 

5. CLO 5 - Apply an interdisciplinary human rights framework to analyze social problems, policies, and 
practices in the U.S. 

Required Texts/Readings  

Textbook 

Goodhart, Michael. (2017). Human Rights: Politics and Practice, Third Edition, New York: Oxford University 
Press. ISBN 9780198708766  

Other Readings 

Armaline, W., D.S. Glasberg, and B. Purkayastha [Eds.].  (2011). Human rights in our own backyard:  Injustice 
and resistance in the United States.  Philadelphia, PA: University of Pennsylvania Press. 

NOTE: This book is available at the SJSU King Library and electronically through the library’s website. 
Students are expected to read the daily headlines of a major international newspaper and subscribe to the 
Human Rights Watch Daily Brief email; sign up for the daily email here: 
https://action.hrw.org/page/36941/subscribe/1.  
 
Supplemental readings will be posted on the Canvas website. The course reading schedule is subject to change; 
check your Canvas messages regularly for any updates.  

Suggested Resources for Reference and Research on Human Rights Instruments, Monitoring and Reporting  

United Nations: http://www.un.org/rights 
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University Policy S16-9, Course Syllabi (http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf) requires the following 
language to be included in the syllabus: 
“Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of credit, a minimum 
of 45 hours over the length of the course (normally three hours per unit per week) for instruction, 
preparation/studying, or course related activities, including but not limited to internships, labs, and clinical 
practica. Other course structures will have equivalent workload expectations as described in the syllabus.” 
 
Assignments 

1) Human Rights Current Event Reports (2 reports worth 10% each for 20% of final grade) 
2) Homework Assignments and Quizzes (40% of final grade) 
3) Human Rights Film Review (15% of final grade) 
4) Final Exam (25%) 

1) Human Rights Current Event Reports   (2 reports, worth 10% each for 20% of final grade) 

Students will subscribe to and read Human Rights Watch’s Daily Brief. Sign up for the Daily Brief here: 
https://action.hrw.org/page/36941/subscribe/1 
 
Students will complete two human rights current event reports related to course topics. One report will examine 
a human rights issue in the U.S./domestic context, the other will examine a human rights issue in international 
context.  
 
The student will write a report that provides a concise explanation of the event/issue, a description of the 
relevance of specific human rights / treaties to the issue, tactics of advocacy organizations, and the student’s 
thoughts/observations/critiques regarding the current event and what should be done about the issue. Post a link 
to the news article and your analysis to the “Human Rights in the News – Current Events” Discussion on 
Canvas.  
 
Students should post substantive comments and discussion on at least three other students’ human rights current 
event reports.  
 

Learning Outcomes: GELO 1, GELO 2, and GELO 3; CLO 1 and CLO 3. 
 

Grading and Due Dates:  
Each report is worth 10% of the final grade. Post one Human Rights Current Event Report by 11:59 p.m. 
on January 10, 2021; the second report is due by 11:59 p.m. on January 17, 2021.  

 

2) Homework Assignments and Quizzes       (4
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3) Human Rights Documentary Film Review       
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No Extra Credit  
No extra credit will be given; complete all assignments in a timely fashion to maximize your scores on course 
assignments, discussions, and activities. 
 
Penalty for Late or Missed Work 
Be sure to submit assignments before the due date. Late work will not be accepted without a documented 
excuse, and will result in a “0” (zero) grade for the assignment. If you know you will be unable to meet a 
deadline, email the professor in advance of the due date.  

Grading Information for General Education Upper Division Courses (R, S, V) 

“Passage of the Writing Skills Test (WST) or ENGL/LLD 100A with a C or better (C‐ not accepted), and 
completion of Core General Education are prerequisite to all SJSU Studies courses. Completion of, or co‐
registration in, 100W is strongly recommended. A minimum aggregate GPA of 2.0 in GE Areas R, S, & V shall 
be required of all students.”  

Classroom Protocol 
1. This course depends on student participation, discussion, and interaction. Prepare for class to ensure you 

can contribute to discussion and debate.  
2. All class participants are expected to foster an environment that encourages rigorous academic 

discussion and respectful participation, rather than silencing others (be respectful to one another, do not 
insult or intimidate others, evaluate alternative views with an open mind, check and provide facts to 
support analysis).  

3. Students are expected to complete all readings and assignments by the dates indicated on the syllabus. 
Be sure to check the course Canvas website regularly for updates. 

4. Readings about human rights abuses, injustice, discrimination, and violence can be challenging 
intellectually, personally, and emotionally. All students are encouraged to reflect on the course materials 
mindfully and engage in self-
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ameliorate injustice in their personal, professional and civic lives. Indeed, the impact of literacy is evident not 
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Module 
 

Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines  
 

3 1/8 MODULE 3: Human Rights in International Law and Politics 
Readings:  

- Goodhart, Ch. 4, “Human Rights in International Law”  

- Goodhart, Ch. 3, “Human Rights in International Relations” 
- Top Human Rights News of the Decade, Human Rights Watch, 

https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/12/20/top-human-rights-news-decade 
Lecture: 

- Human Rights in International Law and Politics 
Video: 
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Module 
 

Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines  
 

- HRIOOB, Introduction to Part IV, Political and Civil Rights International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights  

- HRIOOB, Ch. 11, “Er
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Module 
 

Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines  
 

- Goodhart Ch. 11, “Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity, and Human 
Rights”  

- LGBT People Throughout History Map, “Sexual Orientation and Gender 
Identity are Nothing New,” https://www.unfe.org/sexual-orientation-
gender-identity-nothing-new/ 

- HRIOOB, Ch 14, “Sexual Citizenship, Marriage, Adoption, and 
Immigration in the United States” 

- NPR, For LGBTQ People Of Color, Discrimination Compounds 
https://www.npr.org/2017/11/25/564887796/for-lgbtq-
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Module 
 

Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines  
 


