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San José State University 
Department of Justice Studies 

JS 117, Qualitative Research Methods, Section 01 

Course and Contact Information 

Instructor(s): Stephen J. Morewitz, Ph.D. 

Office Location: DMH 237A 

Telephone: TBA 

Email: stephen.morewitz@sjsu.edu 

(Please use only the SJSU email system) 

Office Hours: 

Mon., 3-4 PM 

Class Days/Time: MW, 9-10:15 AM 

Classroom: MacQuarrie Hall 322 

Faculty Web Page 

https://www.sjsu.edu/justicestudies/our-department/faculty-and-staff/morewitz-s/index.html 

Course Description 

Introduction to qualitative research methods used in justice studies. Includes relationship of 

empirical evidence to theory, ethics in conducting empirical research, methodological design, 

interviewing techniques, field methods, participant observation, and content analysis. 

Course Format 

In Person 

JS 117 
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https://www.sjsu.edu/justicestudies/our-department/faculty-and-staff/morewitz-s/index.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

   

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/Spain/Desktop/2018/Outreach/Canvas%20Learning%20Management%20System%20course%20login%20website
http://one.sjsu.edu/
https://www.sjsu.edu/ecampus/teaching-tools/canvas/student_resources/index.html
https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/product?f%5B0%5D=type%3Abook
https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/product?f%5B0%5D=field_classification%253Afield_classification_group%3A341206
https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/disciplines/FH0
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Qualitative Research Methods 

https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/author/monique-hennink
https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/author/inge-hutter
https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/author/ajay-bailey
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-1-4939-2117-1/cover
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-1-4939-2117-1/cover
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-1-4939-2117-1#author-0-0
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-1-4939-2117-1/cover


 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

   

 

 

 

https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-1-4939-2117-1#book-header
https://link.springer.com/search?facet-content-type=%22Book%22&package=41168&facet-start-year=2019&facet-end-year=2019
https://link.springer.com/search?facet-content-type=%22Book%22&package=43718&facet-start-year=2019&facet-end-year=2019
https://link.springer.com/search?facet-content-type=%22Book%22&package=43718&facet-start-year=2019&facet-end-year=2019
https://link.springer.com/search?facet-sub-discipline=Behavioral%20Sciences%20and%20Psychology&facet-content-type=Book
https://link.springer.com/search?facet-sub-discipline=Clinical%20Psychology&facet-content-type=Book
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Teaching Methods 

The course will be devoted to lecturing, exercises, debates, role plays, student-generated 

multiple-choice test items, student lectures, video presentations, and student small group 

discussion. Other teaching methods include enrichment materials and Q and A sessions. 

Course Requirements and Assignments 

1. Midterm (Multiple-choice and/or True/False Test Items) (25% of total grade) (Midterm on 

10.3.22) 

2. Day-in-the-Life Diary (Word.doc File Only) (25% of total grade) (Due: 12.5.22) 

Students in two-member teams will plan, design, and implement a Day-in the-Life Diary 

Project. Students will carry out the Day-in-the-Life Diary Project by selecting and 

applying a justice studies theory from the required and recommended texts and peer-

review justice studies journal articles and books. As part of their Day in-the-Life Diary 

Project students will: 

a. Read the required and recommended texts, peer-review justice studies journal articles, 

and books (no newspapers, magazines, or websites) related to justice studies theories, 

concepts, and research methods and findings. 

b. Include a written list of your texts and other peer-review justice studies references using 

the APA format. 

c. Critically evaluate in writing the salient points of your readings. 

d. Prepare a Day-in-the-Life Diary about a justice studies theory using your observation of 

part of your regular day, e.g., working at home, waiting for a bus, studying in the library. 

e. Use your critical analysis of your peer-review justice studies articles and books to explain 

in writing the ways in which your Day-in-the-Life illustrates a justice studies theory or 

concept. 

f. Give a 10-15 Minute Team Day-in-the-Life Diary Video Presentation using your Day-in-

the-Life Diary observations and written summary of your analysis of the readings. 

g. Submit a 8-typed page Word.doc-file only that is divided into two sections, 3-page diary 

entry with a heading and a 5-page analysis with a heading and at least six peer-review 

justice studies references, double-space, title page, in-text citations, and the list of at least 

six peer-review justice studies references (including volume #s, issues #s, and page #s) 

using only the APA format). You should have a Turnitin Similarity Score of nine percent 

or lower. Otherwise, you receive a failing score. 

JS 117 
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h. To receive a passing grade, each student must work a minimum number of hours on the 

Day-in-the-Life Diary and complete a separate Individual Student Project Work Hours 

Log (see Files in Canvas) to document her or his hours in preparing the Day-in-the-Life 

Diary. 

3. In-Class Exercises (25% of total grade) 

Students will work solo and in teams to complete other assignments, e.g., quizzes, 

participating in debates, taking polls, preparing for tests, and developing key terms and 

definitions. 

4. Final Exam (Multiple-choice and/or True/False Test Items) (25% of total grade) (12.9.22) 

“Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of 
credit, a minimum of 45 hours over the length of the course (normally three hours per unit per 

week) for instruction, preparation/studying, or course related activities, including but not 

limited to internships, labs, and clinical practica. Other course structures will have equivalent 

workload expectations as described in the syllabus.” 

Grading Information 

Grading Policy 

According to the Departmental policy, all recorded grades are final. The faculty member will 

not change any grade after it is recorded unless the faculty member has made an error in 

calculation. Students will not be permitted to re-submit assignments for a better grade. 

Grading Rubric for In-Class Assignments 

In terms of grading in-class assignments, students must complete 100% of all solo and group in-

class assignments by the end of the semester (last day of classes) to receive full credit. 

Otherwise, students will lose 10 points from their final grade. Students who complete 100% of 

the assignments 
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Relevance to justice studies and qualitative research (5 points) 

Adequacy of the analysis of peer-review justice studies journal articles and books (20 points) 

Adequacy of critically analyzing major theories and/or findings (20 points) 

Creativity (5 points) 

Critical Thinking Skills/Clarity/Logic/Adherence to Report Guidelines/APA Report Format, 

e.g., In-Text Citation Format and Reference List Format/Attention to Detail/Grammar/Six Peer-

Review References (50 points) 

1. Passing This Course: 

Passing this course requires consistent good effort to turn in all materials, use correct 

grammar, and know the conventions of writing in justice studies. Sloppy papers, or 

consistently turning materials in late, usually result in lower overall points. 

2. Late Assignment Penalty: All late major online assignments will lose 10 points for each 

class meeting that the assignment is late. 



 

 

 

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

 

 

  

    

  

  

 

    

      

  

 

   

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F18-5.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Spain/AppData/Local/Temp/University%20Attendance%20and%20Participation%20Policy%20F15-12
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F15-12.pdf
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Week/Less Dat 

on/Module e 

2 

3 

Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

Hennink et al. 

Chapter 2: The nature of qualitative research What is qualitative 

research? 

When to conduct qualitative research The underlying interpretive paradigm Qualitative and quantitative research Verstehen and understanding The emic and etic perspectives Subjectivity and the need for reflexivity 
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Week/Less 

on/Module 

Dat 

e 

Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines Learning 

Outcomes 

6 Hennink et al. 

Chapter 6: Sampling and participant recruitment 

What is purposive sampling? 

CLO 

Purposive sampling process? 

Participant recruitment strategies 

How many participants? The principle of saturation 

Evaluating quality 

Morewitz, Chapter 6 

7 Hennink et al. 

Chapter 7: In-depth interviews 

What is an in-depth interview? 

CLO 

When to use in-depth interviews 

Purpose of an in-depth interview 

The cyclical nature of data collection 

Developing an interview guide 

Preparing for data collection 

Conducting the interview: skills of the interviewer 

Strengths and limitations 

Evaluating quality 

Morewitz, Chapter 7 

JS 117 
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Week/Less 

on/Module 

Dat 

e 

Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines Learning 

Outcomes 

11 Hennink et al. 

Chapter 11: Textual data analysis 

After you write 

CLO 

Developing an analysis plan 

Searching data 

The cyclical process of analysis 

Description 

Comparison 

Categorizing and conceptualizing 

Theory development 

Evaluating quality 

Morewitz, Chapter 11 

12 Hennink et al. 
CLO Chapter 12: From analysis to participatory action 

From analysis to participatory action 

The overall participatory qualitative research cycle 

The different roles of the researcher 

Evaluating quality 

Morewitz, Chapter 12 

JS 117 
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