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Password: 029928 

Catalog Course Description 

Analysis of the nature and extent of crime, including causation and prevention. Descriptions of offenses, 
criminal typologies and victim surveys. Evaluation of various control and prevention strategies. Prerequisite: JS 
10, JS 12, JS 25 or FS 11. Pre/Co-requisite: JS 100W Note: Must achieve a grade of "C" or better to fulfill 
Justice Studies major requirements. 

Department of Justice Studies Reading and Writing Philosophy 

The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the Department promotes 
academic, critical, and creative engagement with language (i.e., reading and writing) throughout its curriculum. 
A sustained and intensive exploration of language prepares students to think critically and to act meaningfully 
in interrelated areas of their livesÐpersonal, professional, economic, social, political, ethical, and cultural. 
Graduates of the Department of Justice Studies leave San JosŽ State University prepared to enter a range of 
careers and for advanced study in a variety of fields; they are prepared to more effectively identify and 
ameliorate injustice in their personal, professional and civic lives. Indeed, the impact of literacy is evident not 
only within the span of a specific course, semester, or academic program but also over the span of a lifetime. 

Course Goals 

The goals of the course are: (1) to be familiar with various perspectives of criminal behavior, underlying 
assumptions of these perspectives and key terms; (2) to assess and analyze research concerning current issues in 
crime and the criminal justice system critically; and (3) to see linkage between theories, research and practical 
social control policies. 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLO): 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

CLO #1 Demonstrate an ability to integrate and apply different theoretical perspectives to explain a range of 
specific criminal offenses, and be able to compare and construct the strengths and weaknesses of those theories. 

CLO #2 Demonstrate substantive knowledge about the measurement of crime and discuss the advantages and 
disadvantages of major sources of crime rate. 

CLO #3 Demonstrate substantive knowledge about the extent and severity of formal and informal responses to 
various types of crime and offenders. 

Criminological Theory, JS 151-80, Fall 2022 Page 3 of 28 



          

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

  

 
   

 
 

 
 

  
  

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

  
  

 
 

  
  

CLO#4 Demonstrate a thorough understanding of the prevalence of various types of crime, and the 
characteristics of likely offenders and victims. 

Required Texts/Readings 

The following books are required textbooks: 
(1) Akers, R.L., Sellers, C.S., & Jennings, W.G. (2021). CriminoloCe 

http://pangaea.org/street_children/latin/maquil.htm
file:///Users/Yoko/Downloads/saints%20and%20roughnecks%20by%20William%20Chambliss.pdf


http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo
mailto:nyle.Monday@sjsu.edu
http://www.livescience.com/4048-girls-bad-statistics-distort-truth.html
http://www.fisheaters.com/forums/index.php?topic=482521.0


          

 
 

 
 

 
 

             
 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

          
 

 

 
 
 

 
  

 
 

   
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

    
 

  
 

 

              
 
 
 

 

Wr itten Assignments: 

General formatting requirements for all written assignments (i.e., Reading Analyses and Response Paper) 
include a cover page, page numbering, 1Ó margins, strict double-spacing, and Times New Roman 12pt. font. All 
assignments must be written in formal English, with college-level writing mechanics, and APA-style 
formatting, inclusive of in-text citations and references. 

APA guidelines can be found in the American Psychological Association, 7th Edition reference book 
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Questions: 

After you read the above reading, you need to prepare 2 key points (in statements)and discuss 
them on September 1, 2022. 

Introduction to Criminological Theories 

� (Reading Analysis #1. 1 Ð Reading Ch. 3 by Akers, Sellers, & Jennings) (25 points) 
(You need to write and turn in your analysis). 

Due on August 29 (Monday) at 11:59 p.m. 

Ch. 3 (Biological/Biosocial Theories) 
Akers, Sellers, & Jennings (Criminological Theory) 

Questions A: (about 1 to 2 pages) 

After you read the above reading, you need to identify, define, and explain at least 1 theoristÕs arguments 
(in statements). Be sure to include one theorist. 

=================================== 

September 8 

� (Reading Analysis #1. 2 Ð Reading Ch. 3 by Akers, Sellers, & Jennings) (25 points) 
(You need to write and turn in your analysis). 

Due on September 5 (Monday) at 11:59 p.m. 

Criminological Theory, JS 151-80, Fall 2022 Page 7 of 28 
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Ch. 4 (Psychological Theories) 
Akers, Sellers, & Jennings (Criminological Theory) 

Questions A: (about 1 to 2 pages) 

After you read the above reading, you need to identify, define, and explain at least 1 theoristÕs arguments 
(in statements). Be sure to include one theorist. 

=================================== 

September 15 

� (Reading Analysis #1. 3 Ð Ch. 2 by Akers, Sellers, & Jennings) (25 points) 
(You need to write and turn in your analysis). 

Due on September 12 (Monday) at 11:59 p.m. 

Ch. 2 (Deterrence and Rational Choice Theories) 
Akers, Sellers, & Jennings (Criminological Theory) 

Questions A: (about 1 to 2 pages) 

After you read the above reading, you need to identify, define, and explain at least 1 theoristÕs arguments 
(in statements). Be sure to include one theorist. 

� GŸl, Serdar Kenan (2009). An Evaluation of the Rational Choice Theory in Criminology. (GRU 
[Girne American University] J. of Soc. & Appl. Sci., 4 (8), 36-44. 

Questions B: (about 1 to 2 pages) 

(a) After reading the above article, evaluate how the Rational Choice Theory may work better with some types 
of crimes or criminals than with others (white-collar criminals vs. street criminals). 
(b) Answer the question by referring to eight points of fundamentals of the Rational Choice Theory included in 
the article (p. 37). 

======================================== 

Criminologica2 Page 8 of 28 



          

 
  

              
         

        
 

 
 
 
 

        
 

   
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 

        
 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

              
         

 

        
 
 

 
  

----------------------------------------

September 22 

� (Reading Analysis #1. 4 Ð Ch. 5 by Akers, Sellers, & Jennings) (25 points) 
(You need to write and turn in your analysis). 

Due on September 19 
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Questions A: (about 1 to 2 pages) 

After you read the above reading, you need to identify, define, and explain at least 1 theoristÕs arguments 
(in statements). Be sure to include one theorist. 

� Morris, R.G. & Higgins, G. E. (2009). Neutralizing Potential and Self-Reported Digital Piracy: A 
Multitheoretical Exploration among College Undergraduates. Criminal Justice Review, 34 (2), 173-
195. 

Questions B: (about 1 to 2 pages) 

(a) After reading the above article, briefly define several important concepts included in the article. 
(b) In two to three sentences, explain what the authors are trying to get across. 
(c) What did the authors find? 

================================= 

October 6 

� (Reading Analysis #1. 6 Ð Ch. 7 by Akers, Sellers, & Jennings) (25 points) 
(You need to write and turn in your analysis). 

Due on October 3 (Monday) at 11:59 p.m. 

Ch. 7 (Labeling and Reintegrative Shaming Theory) 
Akers, Sellers, & Jennings (Criminological Theory) 

Questions A: (about 1 to 2 pages) 

After you read the above reading, you need to identify, define, and explain at least 1 theoristÕs arguments 
(in statements). Be sure to include one theorist. 

� Adams, M.S., Robertson, C.T., Gray-Ray, P.0 Td
() )Tj
ET
ETj
ET
APu60.0043 C(An)1Tj
 9MC 
/S1gming Theory)s78ThquareyC 
BT
/TT3 1 TfAD 1taMC 
/P < 2=======.8t0Gag Th8 P0 1046An9 



          

 
 

        
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

       
 

 
  

    
    
   

 
 

 
 
  
   
  

 
 

  
 

              
         

 

        

 
  

 
 

       
 

-----------------------------------------

Adolescence, 38 (149), 171-186. 

Questions B: (about 1 to 2 pages) 

(a) After reading the above article, briefly define several important concepts included in the article. 
(b) In two to three sentences, explain what the authors are trying to get across. 
(c) What did the authors find? Examine which labeling, informal (i.e., teacher, family, and peer) or formal 
labeling, was a source of negative labeling for which type of delinquency? 

� Chambliss, W. J. (1972) The Saints and the Roughnecks. 
file:///Users/Yoko/Downloads/saints%20and%20roughnecks%20by%20William%20Chambliss.pdf 

Questions C: (about 1 to 2 pages) 

After reading the above article, answer the following questions. 
(a) Why were the Saints seen as good boys and the Roughnecks seen as bad boys? 

(b) The conventional wisdom is that criminals are different from noncriminals, that bad things are done by bad 
people. To what extent does the information presented in ChamblissÕ article contradict the conventional 
wisdom? 
(c) In what specific way did differences in social class (for example, economic resources and cultural capital) 
contribute to the communityÕs different treatment of and regard for the Saints and the Roughnecks? 

=================================== 

October 13 

� (Reading Analysis #1. 7 Ð Ch. 8 by Akers, Sellers, & Jennings) (25 points

file:///Users/Yoko/Downloads/saints%20and%20roughnecks%20by%20William%20Chambliss.pdf
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--------------------------------------------

After you read the above reading, you need to identify, define, and explain at least 1 theoristÕs arguments 
(in statements). Be sure to include one theorist. 

� Edwards, Katie M., Mattingly, Marybeth J., Dixon, Kristiana J., & Banyard Victoria L. (2014).
Community Matters: Intimate Partner Violence Among Rural Young Adults. American Journal of 
Community Psychology, 53, 198-207. 

Questions B: (about 1 to 2 pages) 

(a) After reading the above article, briefly define several important concepts included in the article. 
(b) In two to three sentences, explain what the authors are trying to get across. 
(c) What did the authors find? 
(d) Why was collective efficacy unrelated to womanÕs IPV perpetration and victimization? 
(e) Why were frequencies of IPV by stander intervention increased, as collective efficacy increased? 

======================================== 

October 27 

� (Reading Analysis #1. 8 Ð by Akers, Sellers, & Jennings) (25 points) 
(You need to write and turn in your analysis). 

Due on October 24 (Monday) at 11:59 p.m. 

Ch. 9 (Anomie and Strain Theories) 
Akers, Sellers, & Jennings (Criminological Theory) 

Questions A; (about 2 pages) 

After you read the above reading, you need to identify, define, and explain at least 1 theoristÕs 
arguments (in statements). Be sure to include one theorist. 

=================================== 

November 3 

Criminological Theory, JS 151-80, Fall 2022 Page 12 of 28 
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� (Reading Analysis #1. 9 Ð by Akers, Sellers, & Jennings) (25 points) 
(You need to write and turn in your analysis). 

Due on October 31(Monday) at 11:59 p.m. 

Ch. 11 (Marxist Theories) 
Akers, Sellers, & Jennings (Criminological Theory) 

Questions A: (about 1 to 2 pages) 

(a) After you read the above reading, you need to identify, define, and explain at least 1 theoristÕs 
arguments (in statements). Be sure to include one theorist. 

(b) If capitalism is the cause of crime, how do you explain crime in a socialist society? Read the textbook. 

� (Herbert, Bob (1995). ÒCentral American Free Trade Zones Exploit GirlsÓ (excerpted) shown in The 
New York Times, July 26. Retrieved from http://pangaea.org/street_children/latin/maquil.htm 

Questions B: (about 1 to 2 pages) 

After reading the above article, answer the following questions. 

Apply the following concepts to the article: two-economic groups, means of production, alienation, reserved 
army of labor, surplus labor, surplus profit, class consciousness, class conflict, and revolution. All concepts 
need to be applied to the article. 

Note: Under capitalism, individuals are free to purchase and own their own homes, cars, etc. and live where 
they want. Under socialism, the whole community collectively owns and controls property, goods, and 
production. 

============================================ 

November 10 

� (Reading Analysis #1. 10 Ð Ch. 13 by Akers, Sellers, & Jennings) (25 points) 
(You need to write and turn in your analysis). 

Due on November 7 (Monday) at 11:59 p.m. 

Criminological Theory, JS 151-80, Fall 2022 Page 13 of 28 
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Marginalization on Types of Female Offending. Homicide Studies, 12, 2, 208-226. 

Questions D: (about 1 to 2 pages) 

(a) What did the authors try to find out in this article? 
(b)
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========================================= 

December 1 

� (Reading Analysis #1. 12 Ð Ch. 3 and Ch. 4 by Reiman & Leighton) (25 points) 
(You need to write and turn in your analysis). 

Due on November 28 (Monday) at 11:59 p.m. 

Ch. 3 (. . . And the Poor Get Prison) 
Reiman & Leighton (The Rich Get Richer and the Poor Get Prison) 

Questions A: (about 1 to 2 pages) 

After you read the above reading, you need to identify, define, and explain 1 key concept and/or principle 
(in statements). 

Ch. 4 (To the Vanquished Belong the Spoils: Who is Winning the Losing War Against Crime?) 
Reiman & Leighton (The Rich Get Richer and the Poor Get Prison) 

Questions B: (about 1 to 2 pages) 

After you read the above reading, you need to identify, define, and explain 1 key concept and/or principle 
(in statements). You also discuss the Pyrrhic defeat theory included in this reading. 

======================================= 

Response Paper (70 points) 

The response paper is due on Thursday, December 1 (Thursday), 2022 at 11:59 p.m. 

No late paper is accepted. 

You need to read the following required textbook and write a response paper. Fox, J.A., Levin, J., and 
Quinet, K. 2019. The Will to Kill: Making Sense of Senseless Murder (5th edition). Upper Saddle River, New 
Jersey: Prentice Hall. 

(1) You need to choose three chapters out of the following 6 chapters: 

Ch. 4 Intimate and Family Murder 
Criminological Theory, JS 151-80, Fall 2022 Page 16 of 28 



          

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

   
  

  
 

  
 

  
 

 
  

 
 

  
 

     
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Ch. 5 The Young and the Ruthless 
Ch. 6 Well-Schooled in Murder 
Ch. 7 Serial Killers 
Ch. 9 Rampage 
Ch. 10 Hate Homicides 

(2) The following points must be incorporated in your written paper. 
You will write each chapter separately based on the following points. 
! 



          

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 
 

 
  

 
  

                
                

    
                    

         
   

 
               

           
                  

     
                

 
 

   
          

          
                 

              

¥SutherlandÕs Differential Association or 
¥AkersÕ Social Learning Theory 

(3) Social Bonding and Control Theory 
¥HirschiÕs Control Theory or 
¥Sykes and MatzaÕs Techniques of Neutralization 

(4) Labeling Theory 
¥Edwin LemertÕs Theory or 
¥Howard BeckerÕs Theory 

(5) Social Disorganization Theory 
¥Shaw and McKayÕs Theory 

(6) Anomie and Strain Theories 
¥DurkheimÕs Anomie Theory or 
¥MertonÕs Anomie/Strain Theory or 
¥Albert CohenÕs Theory or 
¥AgnewÕs General Strain Theory 

(7) Marxist Theories 
¥Karl Marx or 
¥Richard Quinney 

(8) Feminist Theories 
¥Freda Adler or 
¥Rita Simon or 
¥James Messerschmidt 

APA Citation Basics 
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/in_text_citations_the_basics.html 

¥ When using APA format, follow the author-date method of in-text citation. This means that the author's last name and the year 
of publication for the source should appear in the text, like, for example, (Jones, 1998). One complete reference for each source 
should appear in the reference list at the end of the paper. 

¥ If you are referring to an idea from another work but NOT directly quoting the material, or making reference to an 

https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/in_text_citations_the_basics.html


          

   
 
 

         
 

                  
                     

      
 

                 
               

              
                  

           
     

 
   

                    
 

               
                     

 
               
                 

 
     

              
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
    

 
            

 
 

 

           
 

 

         
 

 

 
         

 
               
          

 
 
 
 

         
 

 

                

¥ APA style is a difficult citation format for first-time learners (Jones, 1998, p. 199). 

APA Citation Guide (7th edition): Works Cited in Another Source

http://doi.org/fsfsbit
https://columbiacollege-ca.libguides.com/c.php?g=713274&p=5082933


          

         
 

 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 
      
       

                                   
       

  
 
 
 

          
 

              
               

     
 

 
 
 

          
 

             
         

 

 
                
        
 
 
            
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 

 

(Canvas). The exam wil l close promptl y at 6:15 p.m. 

University Policy S17-1 (http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S17-1.pdf) states that 
ÒFaculty members are required to have a culminating activity for their courses, which can include a final 
examination, a final research paper or project, a final creative work or performance, a final portfolio of work, or 
other appropriate assignment 

========================================== 

Final Grade (500 points): 

(1) 1 Response Paper  (CLO #1 and #4)                               70 points 
(2) Mid-term Exam  (CLO #1, #2, #3 and #4)                     50 points 
(3) Final Exam  (CLO #1, #2, #3 and #4) 50 points 
(4) Reading Analyses (CLO#1 and #2)                              300 points 
(5) Zoom participation (CLO#1 and #2)                                  30 points 

Note 1: Reading Analysis (25 points x 12 = 300 
points) 
You can drop one Reading Analysis. You can complete 11 analyses (12 analyses minus 
1 analysis) or all 12 analyses. Either one, your total possible scores are 300 points. This 
process is automatically calculated by 
Canvas. 

Note 2: Zoom Participation (30 points x 1 = 30 
points) 
You need to present reading analyses via Zoom at least one time throughout the 
semester. For your presentation, it is worth 30 points. 

One day before your presentation, you need to submit your PowerPoint material (one to
two pages) via email to me. 

You need to sign-up for the presentation. I will announce. 

========================================= 

You will not be able to drop the class after the official DROP Day except when you have 
medical emergency with your doctorÕs note. 

Criminological Theory, JS 151-80, Fall 2022 Page 20 of 28 
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JS 151 Cri minological Theory, Fall 2022, Course Schedule 

The schedule is subject to change with fair notice and how the notice will be made available. 

Course Schedule 

Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

1 August 25 In troduction (Zoom Meeting) 

� Canvas: Read Syllabus Carefully 

Definiti ons of Crime 

� Key Terms for FBIÕs Uniform Crime Reports (UCR)
(Look at the Module Section of Canvas and Understand FBIÕs 

Definitions of Key Terms) 

Criminological Theory, JS 151-80, Fall 2022 Page 23 of 28 
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8 (Zoom Meeting) October 13 

(Reading Analysis #1. 7 Ð Ch. 8 by Akers, Sellers, & Jennings) 
(You need to write and turn in your analysis). 

Due on October 10 (Monday) at 11:59 p.m.
Ch. 8 (Social Disorganization Theory)
Akers, Sellers, & Jennings (Criminological Theory) 

Questions A: (about 1 to 2 pages) 

After you read the above reading, you need to identify, define, and explain at 
least 1 theoristÕs arguments (in statements). Be sure to include one theorist. 

� Edwards, Katie M., Mattingly, Marybeth J., Dixon, Kristiana J., & 
Banyard Victoria L. (2014). Community Matters: Intimate Partner 
Violence Among Rural Young Adults. American Journal of 
Community Psychology, 53, 198-207. 

Questions B: (about 1 to 2 pages) 

(a) After reading the above article, briefly define several important concepts 
included in the article. 
(b) In two to three sentences, explain what the authors are trying to get across. 
(c) What did the authors find? 
(d) Why was collective efficacy unrelated to womanÕs IPV perpetration and 
victimization? 

(e) Why were frequencies of IPV by stander intervention increased, as collective
efficacy increased? 

Criminological Theory, JS 151-80, Fall 2022 Page 29 of 28 
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

13 November 
17 (Zoom Meeting) 

(Reading Analysis #1. 11 Ð Ch. 1 and Ch. 2 by Reiman & Leighton) 
(You need to write and turn in your analysis). 

Due on November 14 (Monday) at 11:59 p.m. 

Ch. 1 (Crime Control in America: Nothing Succeeds Like Failure) 
Reiman & Leighton (The Rich Get Richer and the Poor Get Prison) 

Questions A: (about 1 to 2 pages) 

After you read the above reading, you need to identify, define, and explain 1 
key concept and/or principle (in statements). You also discuss the Pyrrhic 
defeat theory included in this reading. 

-----------------------------------------

Ch. 2 (A Crime by Any Other Name . . .) 
Reiman & Leighton (The Rich Get Richer and the Poor Get Prison) 

Questions B: (about 1 to 2 pages) 

After you read the above reading, you need to identify, 
define, and explain 2 key concepts and/or principles (in 
statements). 

Criminological Theory, JS 151-80, Fall 2022 Page 35 of 28 



          

 
  

 14 November 
24 

Thanksgiving Holiday 
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16 December 8 Final Exam from 5:15 to 6:15 p.m.
(No Class) 
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