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San José State University 
Department of Justice Studies 

CoSS 
JS189, Senior Seminar, Fall 2022 

Instructor(s): Kevin Lynch, MA 

Office hours on zoom: Noon to 1 pm, Tuesdays and Thursdays, https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/89526528205 

Email: Kevin.lynch@sjsu.edu 
(510) 798-5189 

Classroom Location: MacQuarrie Hall 523 

Class Days/Time: Mondays and Wednesdays, 10:30-11:45 

Prerequisites: Senior standing in final semester; Justice Studies or Forensic Science major; 
JS 100W and JS 114 with a "C or better"; Department Consent 

Note: A grade of "C" or better is required for Justice Studies maj

https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/89526528205
mailto:Kevin.lynch@sjsu.edu
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4. Demonstrate their ability to undertake a critical analysis of a contemporary problem relevant to justice 
studies. 

5. Students should read, write, and contribute to discussion at a skilled and capable level that appropriately 
reflects the culminating experience of their justice studies major. 

Required Texts/Readings 

Readings posted on CANVAS 
There is no required textbook for this course. Instead, you will be assigned weekly readings by the instructor 
and by your fellow students. 

Library Liaison 
LiaisonNyle.Monday@sjsu.edu http://libguides.sjsu.edu/justicestudies 

Department of Justice Studies Reading and Writing Philosophy 

The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the Department promotes 
academic, critical, and creative engagement with language (i.e., reading and writing) throughout its curriculum. 
A sustained and intensive exploration of language prepares students to think critically and to act meaningfully 

mailto:LiaisonNyle.Monday@sjsu.edu
http://libguides.sjsu.edu/justicestudies
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Students may not write on a policy that has been used for a previous course, or currently being used for another 
course, or is the policy used for the group presentation. This paper will include a review of scholarly literature 
on an approved topic. Students will be required to not only analyze and critique an existing policy, but also 
propose new or amended policies. The research reviewed must come from high quality justice-related journals, 
which establish and examine relationships between and among variables, concepts, theories, and policies. Based 
on the evidence reviewed, policy implications will be drawn. 

The paper must include the following: 
1. Introduction: Description of the specific topic, importance of the topic, and thesis 
2.
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https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Ted+talk+on+the+morality+of+liberal+and+conservative&docid=608016637657294808&mid=298A9C9AB5F2A7298F9D298A9C9AB5F2A7298F9D&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Ted+talk+on+the+morality+of+liberal+and+conservative&docid=608016637657294808&mid=298A9C9AB5F2A7298F9D298A9C9AB5F2A7298F9D&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=VAN+JONES+bIG+THINK+CONSERVATIVE-LIBERAL&view=detail&mid=B1ACEF3B310AF7804351B1ACEF3B310AF7804351&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=VAN+JONES+bIG+THINK+CONSERVATIVE-LIBERAL&view=detail&mid=B1ACEF3B310AF7804351B1ACEF3B310AF7804351&FORM=VIRE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ke6G3sEdj-s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ke6G3sEdj-s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=My5FLO50hNM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=My5FLO50hNM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g3r4999Z4a8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g3r4999Z4a8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=g3r4999Z4a8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dKlSOi5f6tQ&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dKlSOi5f6tQ&t=3s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bO7FQsCcbD8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bO7FQsCcbD8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oU5gasRxYdU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oU5gasRxYdU
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
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Week/Lesson/ 
Module 

Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines Learning 
Outcomes 

The Bill of Rights: Every Amendment, Why it's important, and 
How it limits the government - YouTube 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tBbELqqSyek
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tBbELqqSyek
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Yt2xUJfdyw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=snOHLxoyAZ4
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/crime/legal-experts-clarence-thomas-radical-ruling-forces-innocent-people-to-stay-in-prison/ar-AAXFanP?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=69add8d997bf4c1c829a0b26d16a59f2
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/crime/legal-experts-clarence-thomas-radical-ruling-forces-innocent-people-to-stay-in-prison/ar-AAXFanP?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=69add8d997bf4c1c829a0b26d16a59f2
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/the-supreme-court-just-handed-down-very-bad-news-for-black-voters/ar-AAYYDga?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=4646810836b74a4ca7aa711400413738
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/the-supreme-court-just-handed-down-very-bad-news-for-black-voters/ar-AAYYDga?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=4646810836b74a4ca7aa711400413738
https://eji.org/news/the-legacy-of-mccleskey-v-kemp/
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=mccleskey+v.+kemp+1987&&view=detail&mid=E20F08E50EEEBD0D5CD8E20F08E50EEEBD0D5CD8&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3Dmccleskey%2Bv.%2Bkemp%2B1987%26FORM%3DHDRSC4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KBcUUcrRark
file:///C:/Users/klync/Downloads/A%20Rush%20to%20Execute%20_%20by%20David%20Cole%20_%20The%20New%20York%20Review%20of%20Books%20(1).pdf
file:///C:/Users/klync/Downloads/A%20Rush%20to%20Execute%20_%20by%20David%20Cole%20_%20The%20New%20York%20Review%20of%20Books%20(1).pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e1fKkoASTRw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e1fKkoASTRw
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=policing+the+police+full+film+frontline&view=detail&mid=D37369DC392778D579C1D37369DC392778D579C1&FORM=VIRE
file:///C:/Users/klync/Downloads/Police%20prosecutor%20relationship.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/25/us/police-use-of-force.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/25/us/police-use-of-force.html
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=16+shots+documentary&&view=detail&mid=B30F7C39CC207A6A0E54B30F7C39CC207A6A0E54&&FORM=VRDGAR&ru=%2Fvideos%2Fsearch%3Fq%3D16%2520shots%2520documentary%26qs%3DPLG%26form%3DQBVDMH%26%3D%2525eManage%2520Your%2520Search%2520History%2525E%26sp%3D1%26pq%3D16%2520shots%2520doc%26sc%3D3-12%26cvid%3DC18894568E0442468AD5C2217B22EA77
https://www.theatlantic.com/ideas/archive/2020/06/how-actually-fix-americas-police/612520/
https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles/171676.pdf
https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles/171676.pdf
https://www.insider.com/police-abolition-what-does-it-mean-how-does-it-work-2020-6
https://www.insider.com/police-abolition-what-does-it-mean-how-does-it-work-2020-6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=79fgvA21QCQ
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/12/opinion/sunday/floyd-abolish-defund-police.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/06/12/opinion/sunday/floyd-abolish-defund-police.html
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Week/Lesson/ 
Module 

https://annenberg.usc.edu/news/research-and-impact/what-do-police-actually-do
https://annenberg.usc.edu/news/research-and-impact/what-do-police-actually-do
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Law+and+order+response&docid=608054089788510400&mid=AFBAD1FAB51C99C57618AFBAD1FAB51C99C57618&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Law+and+order+response&docid=608054089788510400&mid=AFBAD1FAB51C99C57618AFBAD1FAB51C99C57618&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=13th+documentary&docid=608014408582640459&mid=8C1BAE66682BE0921E358C1BAE66682BE0921E35&view=detail&FORM=VIRE
https://prisonprofessors.com/rdap-introduction/
https://www.wallstreetprisonconsultants.com/how-to-get-into-the-rdap-federal-program/#:~:text=A%3A%20The%20RDAP%20program%20is%20a%20behavioral%20therapy,to%20inmates%20that%20are%20eligible%20for%20the%20program.
https://www.wallstreetprisonconsultants.com/how-to-get-into-the-rdap-federal-program/#:~:text=A%3A%20The%20RDAP%20program%20is%20a%20behavioral%20therapy,to%20inmates%20that%20are%20eligible%20for%20the%20program.
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?&q=the+house+i+live+in+documentary&docid=608044864208769872&mid=D83BC9CD001B6D80BFD5D83BC9CD001B6D80BFD5&view=detail&form=VDRVRV&ajaxhist=0
https://www.statista.com/chart/20616/key-developments-since-portugal-decriminalized-drugs/
file:///C:/Users/klync/OneDrive/senior%20seminar/Portugal.pdf
https://www.vice.com/en/article/59eqqk/ungass-portugal-what-happened-after-decriminalization-drugs-weed-to-heroin
https://www.vice.com/en/article/59eqqk/ungass-portugal-what-happened-after-decriminalization-drugs-weed-to-heroin
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/05/upshot/portugal-drug-legalization-treatment.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/05/upshot/portugal-drug-legalization-treatment.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oycae5xiOMY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oycae5xiOMY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oycae5xiOMY
https://ro.uow.edu.au/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1149&context=artspapers


https://www.ted.com/talks/jackson_katz_violence_against_women_it_s_a_men_s_issue
https://www.ted.com/talks/jackson_katz_violence_against_women_it_s_a_men_s_issue
https://www.ted.com/talks/tony_porter_a_call_to_men
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1szayJV505M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1szayJV505M
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/the-reagan-revolution-changed-america-s-values-to-greed-is-good-how-can-we-take-them-back-opinion/ar-AA10bXy6?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=039270cd30dc436db37eeef9ed5446fc
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/the-reagan-revolution-changed-america-s-values-to-greed-is-good-how-can-we-take-them-back-opinion/ar-AA10bXy6?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=039270cd30dc436db37eeef9ed5446fc
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/sinema-took-wall-street-money-while-killing-tax-on-investors/ar-AA10EJqM?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=73f920d2db554dde8dbba06988a14e12
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/sinema-took-wall-street-money-while-killing-tax-on-investors/ar-AA10EJqM?ocid=msedgntp&cvid=73f920d2db554dde8dbba06988a14e12
https://apnews.com/article/joe-biden-business-arizona-congress-campaigns-a4dea683b0fabda460e3d6993a46ec8b
https://apnews.com/article/joe-biden-business-arizona-congress-campaigns-a4dea683b0fabda460e3d6993a46ec8b


      
  

 
 

   
  

 
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

 
 

Week/Lesson/ Module Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines Learning Outcomes 
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