


  
  
    
      
        
        

  
  
      
  
  
  

  

    
  
  
  

    
  
  
  

    
  
  
  

    
  
  
  

  
  

        
  

        
  

        

        

                 

Faculty Web Page and MYSJSU Messaging 

Course materials such as syllabus, handouts, notes, assignment instructions, etc. can be found on my faculty 
web page at http://www.sjsu.edu/people/firstname.lastname and/or on Canvas Learning Management System 
course login website. You are responsible for regularly checking with the messaging system through MySJSU 
on Spartan App Portal (or other communication system as indicated by the instructor) to learn of any updates. 
For help with using Canvas see Canvas Student Resources page. 

GE Learning Outcomes (GELO) 
JS 25 fulfills Lower Division General Education requirements 



  

  
  
        
  

  

        
    

   

        
  

    
      
      

  
  

              

    
    
    
      

  
  
  
    

  
  
  
    

    
      

      

  
  
  
  

                 

Required Texts/Readings 

Students in JS 25 will examine a variety of texts including governmStuinÐ刀䤈㠸



  
    
    
    
    
    

                   

  
  

        
  
  

  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

      

  
  
            

             

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

      

  
  

  
      
  

                 

Assignments 
1) Human Rights Current Event Reports (2 reports worth 10% each for 20% of final grade) 
2) Homework Assignments, Discussions, and Quizzes (30% of final grade) 
3) Midterm Exam (20% of final grade) 
4) Human Rights Day Project (10% of final grade) 
5) Final Exam (20% of final grade) 

1) Human Rights Current Event Reports (2 reports, worth 10% each for 20% of final grade) 

Students will subscribe to and read Human Rights Watch’s Daily Brief. Sign up for the Daily Brief here: 
https://action.hrw.org/page/36941/subscribe/1 

Students will complete two human rights current event reports related to course topics. 
Report 1 is due on 9/26, and should focus on a human rights issue in international context; 
Report 2 will be due by 11/28, and should examine a human rights issue in the U.S./domestic context. 

This assignment has two components: a written summary and two 2-3 questions to pose for class discussion. 
The written component of the Human Rights Current Event Report will provide a concise explanation of the 
event/issue, a description of the relevance of specific huma



          

  
  
  

      
    

      

  
  
        

             

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  

        
    

      

  
  
  

          

  
  

                 

3) Midterm Examination (20% of final grade) 

Students will complete a midterm exam. The midterm format will include multiple choice and True/False 
questions, fill-in-the-blank, and short essays applying the human rights framework to different social and policy 
issues. 

The midterm will be available on Canvas on October 12 and should be completed on canvas by 11:59 p.m. 
on October 17. 

Learning Outcomes: GELO 1, GELO 2, and GELO 3; CLO 1 and CLO 2. 

Grading: 
This assignment will be graded on a 100-point scale; essay answers based on a standard rubric by the 
instructor (Canvas). The Midterm is worth 20% of the final course grade. 

4) Human Rights Day Project (10% of final grade) 

Students will apply the human rights framework to create a project raising awareness about a local human rights 
issue of their choice. Projects will be displayed as part of Human Rights Day on 12/10, celebrating the day in 
1948 when the UN General Assembly adopted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Students will 
practice social science research and data analysis skills to develop a short presentation on a human rights issue 
or campaign of their choice. This project builds on course activities and assignments throughout the semesters 
that build skills necessary to evaluate the “human rights temperature” of local communities to identify areas of 
need, and to propose solutions to address existing social problems and promote the realization of human rights 
in everyday practice. This assignment offers students a chance to demonstrate mastery over introductory human 
rights concepts, and encourages students to present information in creative ways in a format of their choice 
(e.g., creating a short film, podcast, graphic novel, or developing infographics or a mutli-media website instead 
of a traditional research paper). 

The Human Rights Day Project offers students an opportunity to demonstrate mastery of course concepts 
creatively; if you have The report should examine a domestic human rights concern in our community, and 
evaluate how pertinent international human rights standards apply to the organization(s), government agencies, 
corporations, etc. involved in the issue. Students will develop a one page flyer summarizing key points about 
the human rights issue/campaign to educate their peers and the public about the selected human rights issue, 
then create a short pitch for your proposed solutions in a format of their choosing (Google Slides, video, or 
podcast). Further instructions and guidelines will be provided on Canvas. 

The Human Rights Day Project assignment is due on Friday, December 9, 2022 by 11:59 p.m. Please plan to 
attend a Human Rights Day event, tentatively scheduled for noon on 12/10. 

Learning Outcomes: GELO 1, GELO 3, and GELO 4; CLO 1, CLO 2, CLO 3, and CLO 4. 

Grading: 
The Human Rights Day Project is worth 10% of the final grade and will be graded on a 100-point scale 
based on a standard rubric by the instructor (Canvas). 

5) Final Exam (20% of final grade) 

The final exam will require students to recall and apply human rights discourse and instruments to analyze 
contemporary social problems (domestic and international). The final is comprehensive, and will include a 
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“Common courtesy and professional behavior dictate that you notify someone when you are recording him/her. 
You must obtain the instructor’s written/emailed permission to make audio or video recordings in this class. 
Such permission allows the recordings to be used for your private, study purposes only. The recordings are the 
intellectual property of the instructor; you have not been given any rights to reproduce or distribute the 
material.” 

Justice Studies Reading and Writing Philosophy 

The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the Department promotes 
academic, critical, and creative engagement with language (i.e., reading and writing) throughout its 
curriculum. A sustained and intensive exploration of language prepares students to think critically and to act 
meaningfully in interrelated areas of their lives–personal, professional, economic, social, political, ethical, and 
cultural. Graduates of the Department of Justice Studies leave San José State University prepared to enter a 
range of careers and for advanced study in a variety of fields; they are prepared to more effectively identify and 
ameliorate injustice in their personal, professional and civic lives. Indeed, the impact of literacy is evident not 
only within a specific course, semester, or academic program but also over a lifetime. 

Introduction to Human Rights and Justice, JS 25, Fall, 2022 Page 8 of 20 
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�� ��

�� �� �� ��
�� ��
�� ��

�� �� �� ��

�� ��
�� ��
�� ��

�� ��

�� �� �� ���� ��

�� ��
�� ��
�� ��

�� �� �� �� �� ��

�� ��

�� �� �� ���� ������
�� ��

�� ��

�� �� �� ��
�� ��

�� ��

�� �� �� ��

�� ��

�� �� �� �� �� ��

�� ��

�� �� �� ��

�� �� �� ��
�� ��

�� �� �� ��
�� ��
�� ��

�� �� �� ��
�� ��

�� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ���� ���� ���� ��

�$�V�V�H�V�V�P�H�Q�W�� 

�� �0�,�'�7�(�5�0���(�;�$�0 
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���F�O�L�F�N���W�R���U�H�J�L�V�W�H�U�� 
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