
 
Department of Justice Studies  

FS 11 Survey of Forensic Science 

Section 80/CRN 24642, Spring 2022 
 

Instructor Dr. Shawna Bolton 

Contact Information 

Online:  Zoom Office Hours   
Email:  shawna.bolton@sjsu.edu 
Phone:  408-924-8974    

Office Location and 
Hours 

mailto:shawna.bolton@sjsu.edu
https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/1472806/
http://libguides.sjsu.edu/content.php?pid=57768&sid=2450175
/justicestudies/degrees/undergraduate-programs/bs-forensic-science/index.html


Mode of Instruction 

This course is offered asynchronously.  In other words, there is no scheduled classroom or 

online video conferencing for which this course is designated to take place on a designated 

day(s) at an elected time(s) (see SJSU Instruction Modes).  NOTE:  In the event that there is a 

federal/state mandate for the CSU to return to sheltering-in-place, this course will switch to  

using the video conference application, Zoom.  Practical sessions will continue to take place 

remotely. 

 

Technology Requirements 

(In the event that there is a call to a revert to online synchronous modality)

/classes/symbols-abbreviations.php#instruction%20mode
/learnanywhere/equipment/index.php
/learnanywhere/
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362313-Testing-your-video
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/210707503-Virtual-Background
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201363203-Customizing-your-profile
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201363203-Customizing-your-profile


¶ Limit Your Distractions/Avoid Multitasking: You can make it easier to focus on the 

meeting by turning off notifications, closing or minimizing running apps, and putting 

your smartphone away (unless you are using it to access Zoom).  

¶ Use Appropriate Virtual Backgrounds: If using a virtual background, it should be 

appropriate and professional and should NOT suggest or include content that is 

objectively offensive or demeaning. 

 

Recording of Zoom Classes/Group Meet-Up Sessions 

This course or portions of this course (i.e., lectures, discussions, and student presentations) may 

be recorded for instructional or educational purposes. The recordings will only be shared with 

students enrolled in the class through Canvas. The recordings will be deleted at the end of the 

semester. If, however, you would prefer to remain anonymous during these recordings, then 

please speak with the instructor about possible accommodations (e.g., temporarily turning off 

identifying information from the Zoom session, including student name and picture, prior to 

recording).  

 

Students are not allowed to record without instructor permission.

/senate/docs/S12-7.pdf


https://csu-sjsu.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?vid=01CALS_SJO%3A01CALS_SJO&tab=Everything&docid=alma991071329216502901&context=L&search_scope=MyInst_and_CI&lang=en




 

Class Protocol and Policies 

 

¶ All assignments are to be completed by their designated due dates.  Late work MAY 

NOT be submitted.  Assignments submitted thereafter will NOT be accepted and results 

in an automatic fail unless extraordinary, documented circumstances exist or a 

doctor’s note is presented.  AVOID MISSING PRACTICALS assignments!  Make-

mailto:sjsu.fss@gmail.com
/it/support/service-desk/clark-lab.php
https://library.sjsu.edu/student-computing-services/student-computing-services
/it/services/academic-tech/equipment-loaning/index.php


/peerconnections/index.php
http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php
/registrar/calendar/spring-2022.php
/registrar/forms.php


May 18-25:  Final Exams (see Exam Schedule) 

*Late add fees apply.  See above website. 

 

 

Justice Studies Reading and Writing Philosophy 

 

The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the 

Department promotes academic, critical, and creative engagement with language (i.e., reading 

and writing) throughout its curriculum. A sustained and intensive exploration of language 

prepares students to think critically and to act meaningfully in interrelated areas of their lives–

personal, professional, economic, social, political, ethical, and cultural. Graduates of the 

Department of Justice Studies leave San José State University prepared to enter a range of 

careers and for advanced study in a variety of fields; they are prepared to more effectively 

identify and ameliorate injustice in their personal, professional and civic lives. Indeed, the impact 

of literacy is evident not only within the span of a specific course, semester, or academic 

program but also over the span of a lifetime. 

 

Course Instructor 

 

Dr. Shawna Bolton first attended the University of Toronto where she obtained her BA in 

Anthropology (major) and double minored in French and English. She then went on to complete 

an MSc in Criminal Justice with an advanced forensic anthropology interdiscipline at Radford 

University before earning her PhD in Forensic Sciences at the University of Wolverhampton in 

the UK.  There, Dr. Bolton conducted preliminary research investigating the post mortem 

molecular properties of cartilage and its potential use as a forensic tool.  Upon the completion of 

her doctorate, she has worked in partnership with Global Forensics and the University of 

Wolverhampton to prepare and provide academic and laboratory training to Rwandan National 

Police officers enrolled in an intensive forensic DNA and toxicology module.  To date, she is 

teaching FS courses while providing students with fieldwork and laboratory internship 

experience through her on-going research involving cartilage degradation.  
 

 

Tentative Course Schedule  

Important Dates - The schedule is subject to change at the lecturer’s discretion.  If ahead of 

schedule, further lectures may include topics such as underwater investigations, behavioral 

forensic science, and forensic nursing. 

/classes/final-exam-schedule/spring-2022.php


3 

 
02/07 

& 
02/09 

Role of Forensic Science at the  
Crime Scene & Physical Evidence 
(Origins, Types & Admissibility)… 

Cont’d 

LAB 1: 

Crime scene processing exercise 
2, 3 

4 

02/14 
& 

02/16 
Forensic Biology I:  Detection and Identification of Biological Material  9,4 

5 

 
02/21 

& 
02/23 

 

Forensic Bio I (continued): Bloodstain 
Pattern Interpretation 

LAB 2:  
Bloodstain Geometry 

9,4 



17 05/16 
Underwater Investigations 

Forensic Behavioral Science 
TBA, 21 

  
Topics in FS - Expert Witness Testimony/ Bias/ Laboratory Accreditation/ Error 

&Future of FS; Final Exam Review 
TBA 

Final 
Exam 

5/19 
(7:45p-
10:00p) 

Final – Non-Cumulative Exam (Theory and Practical) 
Refer to link below for exam dates and times. 

/classes/final-exam-schedule/spring-2022.php
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