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San José State University 

Department of Justice Studies 

JS100W, Writing Workshop, Section 80, Spring 2022 

mailto:Maureen.lowell@sjsu.edu
https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/89343727545?pwd=SFcxMU1GQUhHb1pQVkVLWCs1bkxkdz09
https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/84331573931?pwd=ck9GcDYyRXNCUnFqTzBLZy9pRFJ0UT09
https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/1475418
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Students are required to submit all assignments as Word docs (.docx, .doc). This requires a “Save As” step for 

those students not already using Word. Microsoft suite is available to all students through SJSU.  

Canvas Course Page 

Course materials such as the syllabus, weekly module materials, handouts, assignment instructions, etc. can be 

found on our Canvas LMS course site. The course is organized into module that are released weekly. You are 

responsible for regularly checking the messaging system through Canvas and our weekly module overview 

pages for course delivery and communication. For help with using Canvas, see the Canvas Student Resources 

page. 

https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/1475418
/ecampus/software-tools/teaching-tools/canvas/student-resources/index.php
/ecampus/software-tools/teaching-tools/canvas/student-resources/index.php
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Langan & Albright (2021) College Writing Skills with Readings, 10th Edition. McGraw Hill. 

ISBN-9781266056185 

 This textbook is only available through Spartan Bookstore or through McGraw Hill Publishers for $50.  

 

This textbook also comes with a Connect Access code. You do not need to purchase this separately. Here is a 

link to learn how to register and access the assignments in McGraw Hill Connect. 

https://www.mheducation.com/highered/support/connect/first-day-

https://www.mheducation.com/highered/support/connect/first-day-of-class/ia-canvas.html
mailto:Nyle.Monday@sjsu.edu
http://libguides.sjsu.edu/justicestudies


W
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Grading Information 

Note: You must achieve a grade of "C" or better to fulfill Justice Study’s major requirements. 

Determination of Grades 

Grades are based on scores earned in each of the following categories. Each category is equally weighted at 

25% of your final grade. 

2. Formative Assessment Activities (McGraw Hill Connect) = 100 pts 

a. Adaptive Learning 

i. Parts of Speech (20 pts) 

ii. Sentence Structure (20 pts) 

iii. Paragraphs (20 pts) 

iv. Writing Process (20 pts) 

b. Power of Process-Reading to Write  

i. Essay/Article (10 pts) 

ii. Research paper article (10 pts) 

3. Formal Assessment = approximately 90 pts 

a. Midterm (50 pts) 

b. Take-home Final Exams = (40 pts) 

4. Essays and Writing Exercises = 75-100 points 

a. Social Justice Essay = 10 pts 

b. Narrative Essay = 10 pts 

c. Argument Essay = 10 pts 

d. In-class writing = 2-5 pts each 

e. Reflection Journal (5 entries) = 25 points 

5. Research Essay Project =85 points 

a. As noted previously, this is your culminating project. Each step in this project reflects a 

progressive competency in developing, supporting, and presenting ideas. The final draft will 

demonstrate proficient use of language, grammar, and essay format. The steps include: 

i. Plagiarism tutorial & Quiz = 10 points 

ii. Library research (not graded) 

iii. Annotated bibliography = 10 points 

iv. Thesis statement and outline = 10 points 

v. Rough Draft = 10 points 

vi. Peer review = 5 points 

vii. Final Paper = 40 points (late papers will not be accepted) 

 

Scoring rubrics will be provided with each assignment. See assignments for details. 

 

“Per University Policy F13-1 [pdf], all students have the right, within a reasonable time, to know their academic 

scores, to review their grade-dependent work, and to be provided with explanations for the determination of 

their course grades.

/senate/docs/F13-1.pdf
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Due Dates and Late or Missing Assignments 

Due dates are set to keep student learning on pace for successful completion of the course. Students are 

responsible for all deadlines. Other obligations should be accounted for when planning your time. The Course 

Schedule in your syllabus provides a guide to due dates. While this is subject to change with fair notice, 

changes are only made to accommodate learning. Due dates for major assignments, such as essays and the 

research paper process will not change. The Module Overview includes courtesy reminders of due dates. If you 

have a question, please post them immediately to get the clarification needed to stay on track. 

If you 
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University Policies  

Per University Policy S16-9, relevant university policy concerning all courses, such as student responsibilities, 

academic integrity, accommodations, dropping and adding, consent for recording of class, etc. and available 

student services (e.g. learning assistance, counseling, and other resources) are listed on Syllabus Information 

web page (https://www.sjsu.edu/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php). Make sure to visit this page to review 

and be aware of these university policies and resources. Links to this information will also be available in our 

Canvas Course START HERE Module. 

 

Here are some highlights for your convenience. 

Adding and Dropping Classes 

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drop.  Add/drop deadlines can 

be found on the current academic year calendars document on the Academic Calendars webpage.  Students 

http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php
/registrar/calendar/spring-2022.php
/writingcenter
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JS100W-85 / Writing Workshop, Fall 2021, Course Schedule 

The following is the schedule of topics, learning activities, quizzes, and assignments for the semester. This 

schedule is meant as a guide to help you plan your semester and coordinate due dates and deadlines with other 

obligations. The schedule is subject to change with fair notice. Significant changes will be sent via Canvas 

announcements in our course site. Minor changes, such as reading and/or module learning activities, will be 

noted in the Module Overview page. Please use the Collaboration Café provided in our course site to clarify any 

discrepancies in due dates or confusion around schedule changes.  

 

The schedule for the final exam (Q4) and major assignments, such as the Research Essay and its sub-

assignments, will not change. 

Course Schedule  

 

Week/ 

Module 
 

Date: Week 

of  

Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines  

(If appropriate, add extra column(s) to meet your needs.) 

Learning 

Outcomes 

 

1 Wednesday 

1.26.2022 
Course Overview: Writing to Learn  

 
Reading:  

 

Syllabus 

Chapter 1: An Introduction to Writing 

 

https://medium.com/@leonokwatch2/how-to-use-neuroscience-to-better-your-writing-6bbea9a741a1
https://medium.com/@leonokwatch2/how-to-use-neuroscience-to-better-your-writing-6bbea9a741a1
https://medium.com/@leonokwatch2/how-to-use-neuroscience-to-better-your-writing-6bbea9a741a1
https://youtu.be/4SCQGU-FHZE
https://youtu.be/4SCQGU-FHZE
https://www.wikihow.com/Diagram-Sentences
https://www.wikihow.com/Diagram-Sentences
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Week/ 

Module 
 

Date: Week 

of  

Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines  

(If appropriate, add extra column(s) to meet your needs.) 

Learning 

Outcomes 

 

Chapter 21: Subject and Verbs 

Chapter 22: Fragments 

Chapter 23: Run-ons 

Chapter 25: Subject-Verb Agreement 

 
Activities, 

Assignments, 

& Assessments 

In-class Activity: Diagramming  

RJ.1 Submit an excerpt from favorite social justice essay or book 

and write a 400-word reflection on why you chose it (see 

instructions in the assignment); due 2.20.2022 

Connect Achieve: due by 2.15.2022 

 

 

CLO.2 

 

 

CLO.1 

3 2.7.2022 

2.9.2022 

Sentence structure – Paragraphs – Flow: Creating Coherence 
 

 
Reading:  

 

Master Class Staff (2021, April 23) How to Write a Perfect 

Paragraph. Master Class. Retrieved January 24, 2022 from 

https://www.masterclass.com/articles/how-to-write-a-perfect-

paragraph#what-makes-a-good-paragraph  

Langan & Albright (2021) College Writing Skills with Readings, 

10th Edition 

Chapter 30: Misplaced Modifiers 

Chapter 31: Dangling Modifiers 

Chapter 36: Comma 

Part 5: Readings for Writers 

Critical Essays: Stepping into the Light (p. 660-668) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Activities, 

Assignments, 

& Assessments 

In-class discussion of critical essays 

5-minute writing 

Adaptive Learning: Sentence Structure; due by 2.20.2022 

 

 

 

CLO.1 

4 2.14.2022 

2.16.2022 

Essay: Form & Function 

Analysis Introduced 

 

 
Reading 

 

Chapter 2: The Writing Process  

Chapter 3: First and Second Steps in Essay Writing 

Critical Essay: Excerpt from Pedagogy of the Oppressed 

(provided) 

 

 Activities, 

Assignments, 

& Assessments 

M: Critical Reading Learning Activity (Read critical essay before 

class) 

W: In-class – Prewriting Exercise (using social justice essay) 

CLO.2 

 

https://www.masterclass.com/articles/how-to-write-a-perfect-paragraph#what-makes-a-good-paragraph
https://www.masterclass.com/articles/how-to-write-a-perfect-paragraph#what-makes-a-good-paragraph
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Week/ 

Module 
 

Date: Week 

of  

Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines  

(If appropriate, add extra column(s) to meet your needs.) 

Learning 

Outcomes 

 

Adaptive Learning: Paragraphs; due by 2.27.2022 
CLO.1 

5 2.21.2022 

2.23.2022 

APA Format – Library Searches 

Ideas-Thesis-Support 

 

 
Reading 

 

Chapter 4: The Third Step in Essay Writing 

Chapter 5: The Fourth Step in Essay Writing 

Critical Essay: TBD 

 

 
Activities, 

Assignments, 

& Assessments 

Adaptive Learning: Writing - Getting Started; due by 3.6.2022 

Social Justice: One Source due 2.23.2022 for class activity 

RJ.2 Using a critical essay, write a 400 word essay on the thesis 

and supporting paragraphs; due by 2.27.2022 

 

 

CLO 5 

 

CLO.2 

6 2.28.2022 

3.2.2022 

Essays & Overview of Writing Styles 

Narrative & Unity   

 

 
Reading 

 

Chapter 6: Four Bases for Revising Essays 

Chapter 7: Developing an Essay  

Critical Essay: TBD 

 

 
Activities, 

Assignments, 

& Assessments 

Essay E.2: Narrative Essay - Write a 400-500 word narrative 

essay using good sentence and paragraph structure; due by 

3.6.2022 

RJ.3 Using a critical essay, write reflection on coherence and 

unity; due by 3.6.2022 (possible in-class activity) 

 

CLO.3 

 

 

CLO.2 

7 3.7.2022 

3.9.2022 

Literary Devices and Patterns 

Review & Revise (Peer Review) 

 

 
Reading 

 

Part 2: Patterns of Essay Development 

Chapter 9: Narration 

Chapter 8: Description 

 

 
Activities, 

Assignments, 

& Assessments 

In-class descriptive essay 

In-class Peer Review applying four bases for review and revision 

RJ.4 Using a critical essay, write a 500 word reflection using 

literary analysis; due 3.13.2022 

 

 

CLO.2 

8 3.14.2022 

3.16.2022 

How Categories and Compare & Contrast rhetoric Constrain: 

A New Look at Intersectionality 

 

 
Reading 

 

Chapter 13: Comparison and/or Contrast 

Chapter 17: Information Literacy 

 



http://chicagounbound.uchicago.edu/uclf/vol1989/iss1/8


W

https://www.nobelprize.org/prizes/literature/1993/morrison/lecture/
https://genius.com/James-baldwin-if-black-english-isnt-a-language-then-tell-me-what-is-annotated
https://genius.com/James-baldwin-if-black-english-isnt-a-language-then-tell-me-what-is-annotated

