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officials decrease crime?” During this course, you will learn some of these research methods and statistical 

techniques and how to use them to answer questions commonly confronted by social scientists. As we move 

through the course material, you will find that an understanding of a given topic builds on what has been 

covered previously. Thus, it is in your best interest to stay current on the readings, follow power-point siles, and 

ask questions through email if you are unsure about a topic.  

Please note that this is an online course in which students will 1) watch videos of my course lectures that have 

been posted on Canvas, and 2) take online quiz, submit paper critiques and research note, and complete 

assignments that, as noted above, will also be posted on Canvas. Hence this course is essentially located on 

Canvas, to which enrolled students automatically have access through their SJSUOne account. All course 

material, except for the course book, will be available through Canvas. (A word to the wise: Students who do 

not watch the course lectures in sequential order as the semester progresses, or do not take notes on the 

contents, or do not do the required course readings will find it impossible to get a good grade and may well end 

up failing this course. Cutting corners, which is never a good idea for students who are serious about learning, is 

likely to lead to disaster in an online course!) To reiterate, course materials such as the syllabus, handouts, 

notes, assignment instructions, etc., can be found on the Canvas learning management system course website. 

You are responsible for regularly checking with the messaging system through MySJSU to learn of any updates.  

 

Course Learning Outcomes (CLO) (Required) 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

SLO 1: Understand why knowledge of research methods is valuable to criminal justice professionals and how to 

conduct a review of research literature, write a research proposal, design a research project. 

 

SLO 2: Identify and frame a meaningful research question. 

 

SLO 3: Understand causality as opposed to correlation. 

 

SLO 4: Summarize three fundamental features of social science: theory, data collection, and data analysis; 

describe how theory and public policy can be closely linked. 

 

SLO 5: Recogn74.025 335.1 Tm
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

 

 

9 

 

Mar. 21 - 25 

 

Bachman, R., & Schutt, R.K. (2020). 

Chapter 5: Sampling  

 

Homework 5 

10 Mar. 28-Apr. 1 Spring Recess 

 

   11 

 

Apr. 11-15 

 

Bachman, R., & Schutt, R.K. (2020)  

Chapter 7: Survey Research  

 

Homework 6 

12 Apr. 18-22 Bachman, R., & Schutt, R.K. (2020) 

Chapter 8: Qualitative Methods and Analysis   

 

Homework 7 

13 Apr. 25-29  Bachman, R., & Schutt, R.K. (2020) 

Chapter 9: Analyzing Content and Police Data  

 

Homework 8 

14 May 2 - 6 Bachman, R., & Schutt, R.K. (2020) 

Chapter 9: Analyzing Content and Police Data 

 

Homework 9 

15 May 9 - 13 Bachman, R., & Schutt, R.K. (2020) 

Chapter 12: Reporting Research
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