


Course Goals and Student Learning Outcomes

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to [CLO1-4]:

1. Understand and intelligently discuss the purpose and strengths of qualitative research.
2. Critically assess qualitative research in justice studies.

3. Conduct qualitative research in justice studies.

4. Students should read, write, and contribute to discussion at a skilled and capable level.

Required Texts/Readings
Textbook

Bailey, C. R. (2017) A guide to qualitative field research (3rd Ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage Publications, Inc.
ISBN: 9781506306995

Other Readings
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distributing class recordings, or posting class recordings. Materials created by the instructor for the course
(syllabi, lectures and lecture notes, presentations, etc.) are copyrighted by the instructor. This university policy
(S12-7) is in place to protect the privacy of students in the course, as well as to maintain academic integrity
through reducing the instances of cheating. Students who record, distribute, or post these materials will be
referred to the Student Conduct and Ethical Development office. Unauthorized recording may violate university
and state law. It is the responsibility of students that require special accommodations or assistive technology
due to a disability to notify the instructor.

Zoom Classroom Etiquette

f Mute Your Microphone: To help keep background noise to a minimum, make sure you mute your
microphone when you are not speaking.
1  Be Mindful of Background Noise and Distractions: Find a quiet place to “attend” class, to the greatest
extent possible.
o Avoid video setups where people may be walking behind you, people talking/making noise, etc.
o Avoid activities that could create additional noise, such as shuffling papers, listening to music in the
background, etc.
1 Position Your Camera Properly: Be sure your webcam is in a stable position and focused
at eye level.
f Limit Your Distractions/Avoid Multitasking: You can make it easier to focus on the meeting by turning off
notifications, closing or minimizing running apps, and putting
your smartphone away (unless you are using it to access Zoom).
. Use Appropriate Virtual Backgrounds: If using a virtual background, it should be appropriate and
professional and should NOT suggest or include content that is objectively offensive or demeaning.

Dropping and Adding

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drops, academic renewal,
etc. Information on add/drops are available at http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/fag/index.htm#add. Information
about late drop is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/. Students should be aware of the
current deadlines and penalties for adding and dropping classes.

Assignments and Grading Policy

f Late work will only be accepted under extreme circumstances and with instructor approval.
o Late assignments will be a letter grade deduction for every day that it is late.

I Assignments will be submitted to Canvas unless otherwise directed.
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Semester Project: Research Proposal (90% of Grade)

The project for this course will be a qualitative research proposal. Students will choose a topic, devise a research
guestion, review the literature, and design a data collection and analysis plan. Throughout the semester, students
will complete a series of assignments that will culminate in a final proposal.

Assignment #1: Research Topic and Question (10% of Grade)
In this assignment students will discuss the research topic and question they will address in their final
project and provide an outline of the components of the proposed research study. [CLOS3]

Literature Review (20% of Grade)
Students will be required to write a literature review about their proposed research topic. The literature
review should include a minimum of fifteen scholarly journal articles or books addressing theoretical and
empirical research on the topic. [CLO2]

Assignment #2: Research Methods (20% of Grade)

This assignment will require you to describe a data collection plan for your proposed project. You will
discuss your proposed research methods and sample. This discussion should explain why you chose
your particular research method to answer your research question and why other qualitative methods
would not be appropriate for answering your guestion. You must also include data collection instruments,
such as interview protocols, observation plans, or a coding form that must be submitted in “ready to use”
form. [CLO1, CLO3]

Assignment #3: Data Analysis Plan and Potential Ethical Issues (to be submitted as part of
Final Research Proposal)

This assignment will outline a data analysis plan and discuss any ethical issues involved in your research
proposal. [CLO3]

Oral Report (10% of Grade): You will present your research proposal (i.e., your research design) to
the class on either 4/27, 5/4, or 5/11. You will have about 10 minutes in which to present your proposal
and take questions. Suggestion: Treat this as you would any presentation: limit your talk to 8-10 minutes,
structure it so that your audience can follow it, and practice, practice, practice. [CLO4]

Final Research Proposal (30% of Grade)

The Final Research Proposal will be your final project for the course. It will incorporate work from
previously completed proposal assignments #1 through #3, and the literature review. In order to receive
a top grade on the research proposal, attention to detail, corrections of errors on assignments #1 through
#3, and precise formatting will be required. [CLO2, CLO3, and CLOA4]

Online Discussion Participation (10% of Grade)

To create a constructive and supportive learning environment, it is expected that class members will participate
in online-class discussions, respect varying opinions, avoid degrading or disrespectful language, and understand
the multicultural atmosphere of this learning environment. Online discussions should take place within a context
of academic inquiry an in the spirit of understanding diverse perspectives and experiences. This is a time to open
your minds to new ideas, to explore new concepts, so please take advantage of this opportunity. Respect and
professionalism are the guiding principles of this class.

I will post and moderate eleven discussion topics to which you are expected to participate actively by posting
multiple high-quality course-related messages. You are expected to actively participate in an intellectual,
thoughtful, and respectful manner. | will provide a General Discussion topic, which you may use to start your
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own discussions on relevant issues (e.g. discussing materials and questions raised in class, posing questions
not covered in class, integrating information from the news and current events with topics being discussed in
class). You will be expected to participate in the online discussions through both posting questions/comments
and responding to questions/comments posted by other students. Because everyone can read postings on the
Forum, please do not post private information.

| will post grades as we go along so you can see how you are doing. The main reasons people may lose points
are because you either did not respond with high quality post or you did not support your opinion. Additionally,
all questions for the entire semester are already posted so there is NO excuse for not getting your responses in
on time.

This course will be using the +/- system on final grades based on the following percentages:

University Policies
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JS 117, Qualitative Methods, Spring 2022

Tentative reading assignments are listed below. However, due to the length of discussions and other factors
beyond my control, this schedule and readings are subject to change. You are expected to complete all readings
on the day they are listed and be prepared to discuss them in class.

Week | Date TOPIC AND ASSIGNMENTS
1 Introduction and Course Overview
1/26 Note: Class is online via Zoom.
Review of syllabus and course expectations.
2 Introduction to Qualitative Research
2/2
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http://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/uDbi2kNsX2TBdSfw6zPI/full?_gl=1*1d6idtg*_ga*MTg1NDc5NjgxMi4xNjQxODM1OTUw*_ga_B9E65QYXFE*MTY0MjA5ODExNi4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni42MA..*_ga_60R758KFDG*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni4w*_ga_RK7MQ5ZZVZ*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni4w
http://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/uDbi2kNsX2TBdSfw6zPI/full?_gl=1*1d6idtg*_ga*MTg1NDc5NjgxMi4xNjQxODM1OTUw*_ga_B9E65QYXFE*MTY0MjA5ODExNi4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni42MA..*_ga_60R758KFDG*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni4w*_ga_RK7MQ5ZZVZ*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni4w
http://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/PHYqyJm6B6GQjR2iIM3h/full?_gl=1*1wmpi8h*_ga*MTg1NDc5NjgxMi4xNjQxODM1OTUw*_ga_B9E65QYXFE*MTY0MjA5ODExNi4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni42MA..*_ga_60R758KFDG*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODczOS4w*_ga_RK7MQ5ZZVZ*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni4w
http://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/PHYqyJm6B6GQjR2iIM3h/full?_gl=1*1wmpi8h*_ga*MTg1NDc5NjgxMi4xNjQxODM1OTUw*_ga_B9E65QYXFE*MTY0MjA5ODExNi4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni42MA..*_ga_60R758KFDG*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODczOS4w*_ga_RK7MQ5ZZVZ*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni4w
http://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/PHYqyJm6B6GQjR2iIM3h/full?_gl=1*1wmpi8h*_ga*MTg1NDc5NjgxMi4xNjQxODM1OTUw*_ga_B9E65QYXFE*MTY0MjA5ODExNi4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni42MA..*_ga_60R758KFDG*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODczOS4w*_ga_RK7MQ5ZZVZ*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni4w
http://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/Z677mDVtkWrzxNe6GvMJ/full?_gl=1*hgqwb3*_ga*MTg1NDc5NjgxMi4xNjQxODM1OTUw*_ga_B9E65QYXFE*MTY0MjA5ODExNi4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni42MA..*_ga_60R758KFDG*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjA5OTAzMS4w*_ga_RK7MQ5ZZVZ*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni4w
http://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/Z677mDVtkWrzxNe6GvMJ/full?_gl=1*hgqwb3*_ga*MTg1NDc5NjgxMi4xNjQxODM1OTUw*_ga_B9E65QYXFE*MTY0MjA5ODExNi4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni42MA..*_ga_60R758KFDG*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjA5OTAzMS4w*_ga_RK7MQ5ZZVZ*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni4w
http://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/9CwKxczcbMymXIM9dddB/full?_gl=1*dpsm5u*_ga*MTg1NDc5NjgxMi4xNjQxODM1OTUw*_ga_B9E65QYXFE*MTY0MjA5ODExNi4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni42MA..*_ga_60R758KFDG*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjA5OTM4MS4w*_ga_RK7MQ5ZZVZ*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni4w
http://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/9CwKxczcbMymXIM9dddB/full?_gl=1*dpsm5u*_ga*MTg1NDc5NjgxMi4xNjQxODM1OTUw*_ga_B9E65QYXFE*MTY0MjA5ODExNi4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni42MA..*_ga_60R758KFDG*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjA5OTM4MS4w*_ga_RK7MQ5ZZVZ*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni4w
http://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/9CwKxczcbMymXIM9dddB/full?_gl=1*dpsm5u*_ga*MTg1NDc5NjgxMi4xNjQxODM1OTUw*_ga_B9E65QYXFE*MTY0MjA5ODExNi4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni42MA..*_ga_60R758KFDG*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjA5OTM4MS4w*_ga_RK7MQ5ZZVZ*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni4w

6 Paradigms, Research Design, and Introduction to Methodology

3/2 Reading:

 Bailey: Ch.5

I Fossey, E., Harvey, C., McDermott, F., & Davidson, L. (2002). Understanding and
evaluating qualitative research. Australian & New Zealand Journal of Psychiatry, 36,
717-732.

7 From Gaining Entry to Exiting the Field

3/9 Reading:

 Bailey: Ch.6

f Monahan, T., & Fisher, J. (2015). Strategies for obtaining access to secretive or
guarded organizations. Journal of Contemporary Ethnography, 44, 709-736.

Assignment Due:
Assignment #1

3/16
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http://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/EQj3RXsu9TIDbGIf4fZz/full?_gl=1*k7cwy*_ga*MTg1NDc5NjgxMi4xNjQxODM1OTUw*_ga_B9E65QYXFE*MTY0MjA5ODExNi4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni42MA..*_ga_60R758KFDG*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjEwMDY3Ny4w*_ga_RK7MQ5ZZVZ*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni4w
http://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/EQj3RXsu9TIDbGIf4fZz/full?_gl=1*k7cwy*_ga*MTg1NDc5NjgxMi4xNjQxODM1OTUw*_ga_B9E65QYXFE*MTY0MjA5ODExNi4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni42MA..*_ga_60R758KFDG*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjEwMDY3Ny4w*_ga_RK7MQ5ZZVZ*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni4w
http://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/vaRUNQV85Gp9NIV2iWEq/full?_gl=1*1l7ybtw*_ga*MTg1NDc5NjgxMi4xNjQxODM1OTUw*_ga_B9E65QYXFE*MTY0MjA5ODExNi4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni42MA..*_ga_60R758KFDG*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjEwMDk0MC4w*_ga_RK7MQ5ZZVZ*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni4w
http://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/vaRUNQV85Gp9NIV2iWEq/full?_gl=1*1l7ybtw*_ga*MTg1NDc5NjgxMi4xNjQxODM1OTUw*_ga_B9E65QYXFE*MTY0MjA5ODExNi4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni42MA..*_ga_60R758KFDG*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjEwMDk0MC4w*_ga_RK7MQ5ZZVZ*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni4w
http://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/vaRUNQV85Gp9NIV2iWEq/full?_gl=1*1l7ybtw*_ga*MTg1NDc5NjgxMi4xNjQxODM1OTUw*_ga_B9E65QYXFE*MTY0MjA5ODExNi4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni42MA..*_ga_60R758KFDG*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjEwMDk0MC4w*_ga_RK7MQ5ZZVZ*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni4w
http://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/vaRUNQV85Gp9NIV2iWEq/full?_gl=1*1l7ybtw*_ga*MTg1NDc5NjgxMi4xNjQxODM1OTUw*_ga_B9E65QYXFE*MTY0MjA5ODExNi4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni42MA..*_ga_60R758KFDG*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjEwMDk0MC4w*_ga_RK7MQ5ZZVZ*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni4w
http://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/TpKrNJiccTgxGrDIdjUq/full?_gl=1*a3sbge*_ga*MTg1NDc5NjgxMi4xNjQxODM1OTUw*_ga_B9E65QYXFE*MTY0MjA5ODExNi4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni42MA..*_ga_60R758KFDG*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjEwMTI3NC4w*_ga_RK7MQ5ZZVZ*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni4w
http://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/TpKrNJiccTgxGrDIdjUq/full?_gl=1*a3sbge*_ga*MTg1NDc5NjgxMi4xNjQxODM1OTUw*_ga_B9E65QYXFE*MTY0MjA5ODExNi4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni42MA..*_ga_60R758KFDG*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjEwMTI3NC4w*_ga_RK7MQ5ZZVZ*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjA5ODM4Ni4w
http://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/VM5MGkfjp6KIEZghVBvY/full?_gl=1*6bn7ma*_ga*MTg1NDc5NjgxMi4xNjQxODM1OTUw*_ga_B9E65QYXFE*MTY0MjEwMjA0NS4zLjAuMTY0MjEwMjA0NS42MA..*_ga_60R758KFDG*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjEwMjI3Mi4w*_ga_RK7MQ5ZZVZ*MTY0MjEwMjA0NS4zLjAuMTY0MjEwMjA0NS4w
http://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/VM5MGkfjp6KIEZghVBvY/full?_gl=1*6bn7ma*_ga*MTg1NDc5NjgxMi4xNjQxODM1OTUw*_ga_B9E65QYXFE*MTY0MjEwMjA0NS4zLjAuMTY0MjEwMjA0NS42MA..*_ga_60R758KFDG*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjEwMjI3Mi4w*_ga_RK7MQ5ZZVZ*MTY0MjEwMjA0NS4zLjAuMTY0MjEwMjA0NS4w
http://journals.sagepub.com/stoken/default+domain/VM5MGkfjp6KIEZghVBvY/full?_gl=1*6bn7ma*_ga*MTg1NDc5NjgxMi4xNjQxODM1OTUw*_ga_B9E65QYXFE*MTY0MjEwMjA0NS4zLjAuMTY0MjEwMjA0NS42MA..*_ga_60R758KFDG*MTY0MjA5ODA1NS4yLjEuMTY0MjEwMjI3Mi4w*_ga_RK7MQ5ZZVZ*MTY0MjEwMjA0NS4zLjAuMTY0MjEwMjA0NS4w
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