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  San José State University 

College of Social Sciences / Department of Justice Studies 
JS 151-01, Criminological Theory, Spring 2022 

Course and Contact Information 
Instructor: 

 email is the best way to reach me! 

Email : natalie.birthelmer@sjsu.edu 

Office Hours : M/W 10:20-11:40AM online – email me for a Zoom invite 

Class Days/Time : M/W 12:00PM-1:15PM 

Classroom : McQuarrie Hall 523 

Prerequisites : Upper Division Standing; JS 100W, JS 10, JS 12, JS 25 or FS 11 

Faculty  Web Page and MYSJSU Messaging  
Course materials such as syllabus, handouts, notes, assignment instructions, etc. can be found on Canvas 
Leaning Management System course login website. You are responsible for regularly checking with the 
messaging system through MySJSU on Spartan App Portal to learn of any updates.  

Course Description  
Analysis of the nature and extent of crime, including causation and prevention. Descriptions of offenses, 
criminal typologies and victim surveys. Evaluation of various control and prevention strategies.  
 
Prerequisite: JS 10, JS 12, JS 25 or FS 11 Pre/Co-requisite: JS 100W 
 
Note: Must achieve a grade of "C" or better to fulfill Justice Studies major requirements. 



JS 151

http://sjsu.instructure.com/
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Presentation (CLO1, CLO2, CLO4, CLO5) 

Individually or in groups of up 3, you will sign up to present on a current issue in criminal justice by completing 
a series of tasks, including: (1) discussing the issue (2), discussing 2 applicable criminological theories in depth, 
(3) applying those criminological theory to issue, (4) provide policy recommendations based on your theory, 
and (5) generating discussion questions. Each member of the group must participate actively in the presentation, 
and your presentation must be cohesive. As a group, you will create a power point to guide your presentation. 
Your discussion of the material should be thoughtful and analytical, and invite participation by all students. For 
grading, you will receive both individual and group grades. Further instructions and expectations will be 
discussed. 

Midterm Examination or Evaluation (CLO1, CLO2, CLO4, CLO5) 

The midterm will cover the first part of the semester. It will be open notes, and include multiple choice, short, 
and long answer questions. 

Final Examination or Evaluation (CLO1, CLO2, CLO4, CLO5) 

The final exam will cover the latter part of the semester, will be open notes, and include multiple choice, short, 
and long answer questions. The final exam will be taken at the time of the scheduled in-class final on Canvas. 

Technical difficulties during exams 

• Internet connection issues: 
Canvas autosaves responses a few times per minute as long as there is an internet connection. 
If your internet connection is lost, Canvas will warn you but allow you to continue working on 
your exam. A brief loss of internet connection is unlikely to cause you to lose your work. 
However, a longer loss of connectivity or weak/unstable connection may jeopardize your exam. 

• Other technical difficulties: 
Immediately email the instructor a current copy of the state of your exam and explain the 
problem you are facing. Your instructor may not be able to respond immediately or provide 

https://www.sjsu.edu/ecampus/support/
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Determination of Grades 

Presentation   100 pts / 20% 
Theory Papers   100 pts / 20% 
Participation   100 pts / 20% 
Midterm    100 pts / 20% 
Final    100 pts / 20% 
____________________________________ 
Total     500 pts / 100% 

Classroom Protocol 
Students are expected to: 

1. Come to class prepared and participate 
2. Have a webcam installed and be able to use it during scheduled class times 
3. Complete all readings and assignments as scheduled on the syllabus 
4. Check canvas and mysjsu regularly and be aware of any changes in the class schedule  
5. Be respectful to their classmates in discussions and debates 
6. Turn off their cell phones while class is in session 

 
Late work will not be accepted. Assignments will be submitted to Canvas unless otherwise directed. E-mailed 
assignments will not be accepted. If you have issues uploading to Canvas, it is your responsibility to contact the 
IT department and resolve the issue. I will not accept technical issues as an excuse for late or missing 
assignments. 

http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
https://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F15-7.pdf
https://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/


JS 151-01, Criminological Theory, Spring 2022   Page 5 of 8  
 

• Plagiarism: San José State University defines plagiarism as the act of representing the work of another 
as one's own without giving appropriate credit, regardless of how that work was obtained, and 
submitting it to fulfill academic requirements. Plagiarism includes:  

o 1.2.1 Knowingly or unknowingly incorporating the ideas, words, sentences, paragraphs, or parts 

http://www.sjsu.edu/president/docs/directives/PD_1997-03.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/aec
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Graduates of the Department of Justice Studies leave San José State University prepared to enter a range of 
careers and for advanced study in a variety of fields; they are prepared to more effectively identify and 
ameliorate injustice in their personal, professional and civic lives. Indeed, the impact of literacy is evident not 
only within the span of a specific course, semester, or academic program but also over the span of a lifetime. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



JS 151-01, 
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

 

 
12 

M – 4/11 Chapter 10: Feminist models of crime 
 

W – 4/13 Canvas: Burgess-Proctor, A. (2012). Pathways of victimization and resistance: Toward a feminist 
theory of battered women’s help-seeking. 
 

 
13 

M – 4/18 Chapter 11: Life-course perspectives of criminality 
 

W – 4/20 Theory Application Paper 2 
Canvas: Pyrooz, D.C. & Decker, S.H. (2011) Motives and methods for leaving the gang: 
Understanding the process of gang desistance. 
 

 
 

14 

M – 4/25 Presentations due 
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