San José State University

College of Social Sciences / Department of Justice Studies
JS 15103, Criminological Theory, Spring 2022

Course and Contact Information

Instructor : Natalie Birthelmer

Office Location: HB 125(office hourswill take place on Zoom due to Covid space regulajions
Telephone (408) 9242753 x42753- email is the best way to reach me!

Email

Class Days/Time T/R 12:00PM-1:15PM

Classroom Clark Hall 238

Prerequisites

Spartan App Portdb learn of any updates.

Course Description

Analysisof the nature and extent of crime, including causation and prevention. Descriptions of offenses,
criminal typologies and victim surveys. Evaluation of various control and prevention strategies.

PrerequisitedS 10, JS 12, JS 25 or FS 11 Pre/Co-requisite: JS 100W

Note: Must achieve a grade of "C" or better to fulfill Justice Studies major requirements.

CourselLearning Outcomes (CLO)
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
5. Students should read, write, and contribute tc
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Presentation(CLO 1, CLO2, CLO4, CLO5)

Individually or in groups of up 3, you will sign up to pees on a current issue in criminal justice by compdet

a series of taskencluding: (1) discussing thesue(2), discussing 2 applicable criminological theories in depth,
(3) applying thos criminological theory to issu¢4) provide policy recommendations based on your theory,

and (5) generating discussion questidfesch member of the group must participate actively in the presentation,
and your presentation must be cohesive. As a group, you will create a power point to guide your presentatior
Your discussion of the material should be thoughtful and analytical, and invite participation by all students. Fc
grading, you will receive both individual and group grades. Further instructions and expectations will be
discussed.

Midterm Examination or Evaluation (CLO1, CLO2, CLO4, CLO5)

The midterm will cover the first part of the semester. It will be open notes, and include multiple choice, short,
and long answer questions.

Final Examination or Evaluation (CLO1, CLO2, CLO4, CLO5)

The final exam willcover the latter part of the semesteill be open notes, and include multiple choice, short,
and long answer questions. The final exam will be taken at the time of the schediides$ ifinal on Canvas.

Technical difficulties during exams

e Internet connection issues:
Canvas autosaves responses a few times per minute as long as there is an internet connection.
If your internet connection is lost, Canvas will warn you but allow you to continue working on
your exam. A brief loss of internet connection is unlikely to cause you to lose your work.
However, a longer loss of connectivity or weak/unstable connection may jeopardize your exam.
e Other technical difficulties:
Immediately email thenstructor a current copy of the state of your exam and explain the
problem you are facing. Your instructor may not be able to respond immediately or provide
technical support. However, the copy of your exam and email will provide a record of the
situation Additionally, you must contact IT services immediately and include a case number in your email to
the instructor.
e Contact the SJSU technical support for Canvas:
Technical Support for Canvas
Email: ecampus@sjsu.edu
Phone: (408) 924-2337
https://www.sjsu.edu/ecampus/support/
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Determination of Grades

Presentation 100 pts / 20%
Theory Papers 100 pts / 20%
Participation 100 pts / 20%
Midterm 100 pts / 20%
Final 100 pts / 20%
Total 500 pts / 100%

Classroom Protocol

Students are expected to:

Come to class prepared and participate

Have a webcam installed and be able to use it during scheduled class times

Complete all readings and assignments as scheduled on the syllabus

Check canvas and mysjsu regularly and be aware of any changes in the class schedule
Be respectful to their classmates in discussions and debates

Turn off their cell phones while class is in session

oA WNE

Late work will not be accepted. Assignments will be submitted to Canvas unless otherwise directed. E-mailec
assignments will not be accepted. If you haveasaiploading to Canvas, it is your responsibility to contact the
IT department and resolve the issue. | will not accept technical issues as an excuse for late or missing
assignmentsGeneral questions (format, deadlines, estipuldbe postednthe course Q&A Board on Canvas.

Zoom Classroom Etiquette 7 (y)6 (0)6fc -0C /L>BDC /L>BDC
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http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
https://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F15-7.pdf
https://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/

« Plagiarism: San José State University defines plagiarism as the act of representing the workeaf anot
as one's own without giving appropriate credit, regardless of how that work was obtained, and
submitting it to fulfill academic requirements. Plagiarism includes:

o 1.2.1 Knowingly or unknowingly incorporating the ideas, words, sentences, paragraphs, or part:
of, or the specific substance of another's work, without giving appropriate credit, and
representing the product as one's own work;

0 1.2.2 Representing another’s artistic/scholarly works such as musical compositions, computer
programs, photographs, paintings, drawing, sculptures, or similar works as one's own.

= Sanctions: There shall be two major classifications of sanctions that may be imposed for violations of
this policy: Academic and Administrative. Academic sanctions are actions related totbewsark or
grades determined by the faculty member. Administrative sanctions are actions that address a studen
status on campus and are determined by the Office of Student Conduct & Ethical Development.
Academic sanctions and Administrative sanctioly tme imposed simultaneously.

To ensure compliance with academic integrity policies, all work in this class must be turned in through
Turnitin.com, a plagiarism detection service with which San José State University contracts. Students are
responsible for ensuring their work is accepted and evaluated by Turnitin.com. Inability to do so will lead to a
incomplete grade for affected assignments. In case plagiarism is detected once, the plagiarized assignment \
receive a failing grade. If plagiarism is dete
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Graduates of the Department of Justice Studies leave San José State University prepared to enter a range o
careers and for advanced study in a variety of fielas; are prepared to more effectively identify and
ameliorate injustice in their personal, professional and civic lives. Indeed, the impact of literacy is evident not
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JS 15103/ Criminological Theory, Spring 2022,T/R 12:00RV — 1:15PM

The following schedule is subject to change; advance notice of any changes will be posted as early as possible on Canvas.

Course Schedule

ential

Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines
1 R-1/27 Introduction & Syllabus
T-2/1 Chapter 1An overview of issues in criminological theory
2 R-2/3 Canvas: Freakonomics: Abortion & Crime, Revisited (Episode 384)
T-2/8 Chapter2: Preclassical and classical theories of crime
3 R-2/10 CanvasBritto, S. & NogaStyron, K.E. (2014). Media consumption and support for capital
punishment.
T-2/15 Chapter3: Modern applications of the classical perspective
4 R-2/17 Canvas: Stotzer, R.L. & MacCartney, D. (20I8)e Role of Institutional Factors on @ampus
Reported Rape Prevalence
T-2/2 Chapterd: Early positive school perspectivesoniminality
5 R-2/24 CanvasYun, |. & Lee, J. (2013). IQ and delinquency: The differential detection hypothesis
revisited.
T-3/1 Chapters: Modern biosocial perspectives of crimibahavior
6 R-3/3 CanvasWilson, L.C. & Scarpa, A(2012). Criminal behavior: The need for an integrative
approach that incorporates biological influences.
T-3/8 Chapter6: Early social structure and strain theories of crime
7 R-3/10 Theory Application Paper 1
CanvasLevin, J. & Madfis, E. (2009). Mass murder at school and cumulative strain: A sequ
model.
T-3/15 Midterm Review
8
R-3/17 Midterm
T-3/2 Chapter7: The Chicago school and cultural and subcultural theories of crime
9
R-3/24 Canvas: Martinez, R., Rosenfeld, R. & Mares, D. (2008). Social Disorganization, Drug Mark
Activity, and Neighborhood Violent Crime
T-3/29 Spring Break
10
R-3/31 Spring Break
T-4/5 Chapter9: Social reaction and critical models of crime
11
R—-4/7 Canvas: Aiello, B. & McQueeney, K. (2016). “How can you live without your kids?": Distanc
from and embracing the stigma of “incarcerateather.”
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines
T-4/12 Chapterl0: Feminist models of crime
12
R-4/14 CanvasBurgessProctor,A. (2012). Pathways of victimization and resistance: Toward a femii
theory of battered women'’s heggeking.
T -4/19 Chapterll: Life-course perspectives of criminality
13
R-4/21 Theory Application Paper 2
Canvas: Pyrooz, D.C. & Decker, S.H. (2011) Motives and methods for leaving the gang:
Understanding the process of gang desistance.
T-4/26 Presentations due
14 R-4/28 Presentations
T-5/3 Presentations
15
R-5/5 Presentations
T-5/10 Presentations
16
R-5/12 Presentations
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