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Required Texts/Readings

Textbooks

American Juvenile Justice (Zimring, 2005)
Handbook of Life-Course Criminology (Gibson & Krohn, 2013)
Handbook of the Life Course, Volume 1 (Mortimer & Shanahan, 2003)
Handbook of the Life Course, Volume 2 (Shanahan et al, 2016)

All textbooks are available on the course website as PDFs.

Other Readings

All additional readings  are available on the course website as PDFs.

Other technology requirements

You must have a web browser and streaming capacity that supports video playback.

Library Liaison

Nyle Monday, Nyle.Monday@sjsu.edu, (408) 808-2041http://libguides.sjsu.edu/justicestudies

Course Requirements and Assignments

Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of credit, a minimum of
45 hours over the length of the course (normally three hours per unit per week) for instruction,
preparation/studying, or course related activities, including but not limited to internships, labs, and clinical
practica. Other course structures will have equivalent workload expectations as described in the syllabus.

Weekly Journal Entries- 25%

Students will be assigned weekly readings with an accompanying journal entry. Journal entries are due during
every Wednesday class session, or as instructed, and will consist of a one-page reflection on the assigned
readings. Students earn full credit for entries which demonstrate engagement with the reading’s core
terminology, concepts, and/or arguments. (CLO 1, 2 & 3)

Individual and Group Participation - 15%

Regular participation is expected to demonstrate engagement with the material and contribute to the classroom
learning experience.  Students who do not speak voluntarily will be called on at random during the lecture
period to offer their thoughts.  (CLO 1, 2, 3 & 4)

Students will be assigned regularly to breakout rooms and are expected to participate in a professional and
respectful manner. Each student will be expected to report your findings to the class as a group representative at
least once during the semester. (CLO 1, 2, 3 & 4)

Final Examination or Evaluation - 30%

Faculty members are required to have a culminating activity for their courses, which can include a final
examination, a final research paper or project, a final creative work or performance, a final portfolio of work, or
other appropriate assignment.
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

Handbook of Life Course Criminology: Ch. 7
“The Changing Social Construction of Age and the Life Course,” Handbook of the Life
Course, Volume 2, pp. 111-129
Week 8 Journal Entry

9 3.21
&
3.23

Peer Group Influence in Adolescence
Handbook of Life Course Criminology: Ch. 10
Zimring, Ch. 6
Week 9 Journal Entry

10 3.28
&
3.30

Spring Break - No Lecture or Assignments Due

11 4.4
&
4.6

Gang Participation in Adolescence
Handbook of Life Course Criminology: Ch. 9
Week 11 Journal Entry
Final Paper Outline or Draft - Due 4.6

12 4.11
&
4.13

UNIT 4: ADULTHOOD INFLUENCES ON THE LIFE COURSE OF CRIME

Crime and Transitions into Adult Roles
Handbook of the Life Course, Volume 1: Ch. 18
Handbook of Life Course Criminology: Ch. 12
“College for All,” Handbook of the Life Course, Volume 2, pp. 201-221
“Military Service in Lives,” Handbook of the Life Course, Volume 2, pp. 277-300
Self-Study & Optional Individual Appointments - No Lecture
Week 12 Journal Entry - Due 4.13

13 4.18
&
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