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Required Texts/Readings

J. Pollock (2013). Prisons and Prison Life: Cost and Consequences (2nd Edition). Oxford
University Press. ISBN-13: 978-0199783250

Other Readings

Sykes, G. (2007). The Society of Captives: A Study of a Maximum Security Prison (Princeton
Classic Editions). Princeton University Press. ISBN-13: 978-0691130644

Davis, A (2003). Are Prisons Obsolete? Seven Stories Press. ISBN-13: 978-1583225813

Lopez-Aguado, P (2018). Stick Together and Come Back Home: Racial Sorting and the
Spillover of Carceral Identity (1st Edition). ‎ University of California Press. ISBN-13:
978-0520288584

Gilmore, R. (2007). Golden gulag: prisons, surplus, crisis, and opposition in globalizing
California. University of California Press. ISBN-13: ‎978-0520242012

NOTE: These books are available at the SJSU King Library and electronically through the
library’s website. Supplemental readings will be posted on the Canvas website. The course
reading schedule is subject to change; check your Canvas messages regularly for any updates.

Library Liaison
For help with library resources and library research (including the use of databases and online
research materials—such as journal search engines), students are strongly encouraged to
contact the Justice Studies Library Liaison: Nyle Monday, nyle.monday@sjsu.edu

Readings, Videos, and Websites on CANVAS
Journal articles, news articles, and book excerpts are listed on the Course Schedule below and
posted on the CANVAS website. Required website material, web-based videos, and web-based
audio files are listed on the Course Schedule below. Links are posted on the CANVAS website.
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http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-3.pdf


(single-space, 12 font) report that provides a concise explanation of the event/issue, any
relevant law or policy, a description of specific human rights protections or violations, tactics of
any advocacy organizations involved in the selected topic, and the student’s
thoughts/observations/critiques regarding the current event and what should be done about the
issue. Post a link to the news article and your analysis to Canvas. Students will give the class a
5-minute oral report of their current event report, pose a discussion question, and be “on-call” to
help lead the class discussion on that topic.

3) Textbook Reading Responses     (20% of final grade)
Homework and reading responses will be based on end-of-chapter textbook prompts.

4) Book Review (20% of final grade)
Students will write a 2-3 pages (single-spaced, 12-point font) assessment of one of the 4 books
listed under “other readings”. Your review should include a summary of the book, key themes
or arguments, and your opinion of the book’s strengths and weakne� ) Be ea sh
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attend various regularly scheduled presentations and workshops. Looking for acade
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http://peerconnections.sjsu.edu
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