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Instructor Info:
Megan Siaosi- Primary Instructor Megan Siaosi email@sjsu.edu
Sarah Caligiuri- Lecturer
Andrew RedHawk- Lecturer

Office Hours:
Are available by appointment, please email the course instructor to make an appointment.
Regular office hours are available every Friday from 12:00 to 1:00 pm (PST).

ONLINE Class Days / Time: 4:30pm to 5:45 pm  Tues/Thurs

Course Description:
This is a 3 unit course. The study of the historical development of Federal Indian Law, beginning
at the inception of the United States of America. This course covers Federal Indian Law from
treaty making to current day case laws with a focus on jurisdictional issues that regularly occur in
Indian Country. This course provides an Indigenous perspective on Indian Law. Students will
have a one week concentration on MOU writing and analysis in order to be best prepared to fil





http://as.sjsu.edu/asptc/index.jsp
http://as.sjsu.edu/asptc/index.jsp
https://library.sjsu.edu/services/services
https://library.sjsu.edu/services/services
https://library.sjsu.edu/student-computing-services/student-computing-services-center
https://library.sjsu.edu/student-computing-services/student-computing-services-center
https://www.sjpl.org/wireless
https://www.sjpl.org/wireless
/it/services/academic-tech/equipment-loaning/index.php
/it/services/academic-tech/equipment-loaning/index.php
/writingcenter
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COURSE ASSIGNMENTS & GRADING INFORMATION:
Your course grade will be based on the following:

Participation:
To measure participation each student can earn up to 3 points per class. This requires each student
to make a minimum of three comments in the group chat at any point during class to get
maximum participation points. The comments must reflect and assess the academic class
discussion or elaborate on another student's previous comment. This discussion is to create space
to enhance learning opportunities and explore new concepts, always keep an open mind and be
respectful to others.

Jurisdiction Project:
Students will be provided with an opportunity to prove their knowledge on jurisdiction and/or
jurisdictional issues as it relates to Tribal, Federal, and State boundaries, regulations, and case law
through a semester project. 80% Activity 20% Written Summary APA Format 500-word count
(approx. 2 pages).

Quizzes:
At the beginning of each class, there will be a 4 point quiz to demonstrate knowledge of the
course reading materials. Five minutes will be allotted for each quiz.

Midterm:
The midterm will consist of an open book, open notes test over the duration of spring break. The
test will be due on the first day of class after break.

Final Paper:
The Final Paper will be an analysis of two Federal Indian Law case studies on how one case
precedent supports the other. One case study should be selected from the course calendar before
week six and the other case study should be more contemporary. Use a minimum of 5 sources and
APA format. 2,000 to 2,500 word count (approx. 8- 10 pages).

Extra Credit:
This course includes intensive class sessions focused on concurrent jurisdiction contract writing
to prepare future administrators, law enforcement, and legal professionals to collaborate between
tribal and county law enforcement. Students will have an opportunity to submit a contract
assignment for extra credit.

Timeline: In order to set students up for a successful final paper, the instructors will require the
first case study to be identified and shared with the course instructor before the end of week six.
The second case study will be selected before week eight; a rough draft of the final paper will be
due before the end of week 14; the final paper will be due the last day of class.

GRADE SCALE:
A plus = 97% and above A = 93% to 96% A minus = 90% to 92%
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https://ischool.sjsu.edu/incompletes
/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
/studentconduct/docs/91����-AS-Academic-Integrity-Report-2018-19.pdf
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Accessibility
Please review the University’s policy at Presidential Directive 97-03 [pdf]

Recording Classes
Please review the University’s policy at University Policy S12-7 [pdf]

COURSE CALENDAR:
COURSE LECTURE(s): Sarah Caligiuri (SC) Andrew Perera (AP) Megan Siaosi (MS)
Each homework assignment is due in the following class. Please come prepared for class
discussion.

Week Date Assignment/Activity/Assigned Text & Readings

1. Thurs
1/27/22

Topic: Intro Class:
Indigenous Lens, Class overview, Writing a Case Brief

Homework Assigned Texts & Readings:
Unlearning the Language of Conquest; (pg 18 to 27)
Documents of United States Indian Policies; Prucha (pg. 84 to 85).
In the Courts of the Conqueror (pg. 1 to 51)

Course Instructor: SC, AP, MS

2. Tues
2/1/22

Topic: Origins of Federal Indian Law
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/president/docs/PD_1997-03.pdf
/senate/docs/S12-7.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/constitution/articlevi
https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=42&page=transcript
https://www.washington.edu/uwired/outreach/cspn/Website/Classroom%20Materials/Curriculum%20Packets/Treaties%20&%20Reservations/Documents/Treaty_with_Delawares_1778.pdf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1V3mxCH2VJEJ-HxyRqG2ymaLpAd3Wciq19FMD1d2b2mI/edit
https://youtu.be/7BOuK-ztL_w
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3/15/22
US v. Wheeler
Duro v. Reina; Duro Fix

Assigned Text & Readings:
Documents of United States Indian Policies; Prucha(pg. 285 to 286, 234);
In the Courts of the Conqueror: Chapter 12 (pg. 325 to 356)
Select Case Study 2 for Final Paper

Course Instructor: MS

Thurs
3/17/22

Topic: Who is Non-Indian?
Oliphant v. Suquamish Indian Tribe
Termination

Assigned Text & Readings:
Documents of United States Indian Policies; Prucha
(pg. 170 to 173, 233)
In the Courts of the Conqueror: Chapter 13 (pg. 359 to 394)

Assignment Due Today: Case Study 2 for Final Paper
Course Instructor: AP

9. Tues
3/22/22

Topic: Boundaries & Territory
Allotment Act
Definition of Indian Country

Homework Assigned Text & Readings:
Read Nationalaglawcenter.org

Read United States v. Dann

Course Instructor: AP

Thurs
3/24/22

Topic: Boundaries & Territory
Discuss Rosebud Sioux Tribe v. McDivitt
Discuss US v Dann

In-Class Video
American Outrage

Homework Assigned Text & Readings:
The Rights of Indians & Tribes; Pevar (pg. 81 to 107)
This reading will prepare you for discussion in class 11 following Spring Break.
Content will not be in the midterm. Complete Midterm over Spring Break

ASSIGNMENT DUE: MIDTERM; submit in Canvas on Sunday, April 3, 2022 by
Midnight.
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http://nationalaglawcenter.org/wp-content/uploads/assets/bibarticles/archambault_rosebud.pdf
https://caselaw.findlaw.com/us-supreme-court/470/39.html
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ASSIGNMENT DUE: Submit Jurisdiction Memo Presentation in Canvas

Course Instructor: SC

10. 3/28-4/1 SPRING BREAK

11. Tues
4/5/22

Topic: Jurisdiction Review & Discussion

ASSIGNMENT DUE:  Present Jurisdiction Memo Presentation; In class activity

Course Instructor: SC, AP, MS

Thurs
4/7/22

Topic: Basics
Intro to Jurisdiction
Federal, State, Tribal, Concurrent jurisdiction and how it affects Tribal Nations

Homework Assigned Text & Readings:
Article: Protecting All Women: Tribal Protection Orders and Required Enforcement
Under VAWA
The Rights of Indians & Tribes; Pevar (pg. 127 to 148)

Course Instructor: MS

12. Tues
4/12/22

Topic: Criminal Jurisdiction
VAWA
TLOA

In-Class Video:
Diane Milch Video
Assigned Text & Readings:
The Rights of Indians & Tribes; Pevar (pg. 81 to 107)
Course Instructor: AP, SC

Thurs
4/14/22

Topic: Civil Jurisdiction
History of Tribal Courts
Tribal Courts and Restorative Justice Methods

Homework Assigned Text & Readings:
In the Courts of the Conqueror: Chapter 14 (pg. 399 to 420)
The Rights of Indians & Tribes; Pevar (pg. 109 to 125, 333 to 335)

Course Instructor: MS

13. Tues
Ho�����VCivil JuruSe�e ggc:  

https://youtu.be/ahE6D4MjX1g
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State Authority to tax Indian Tribes

Homework Assigned Text & Readings:
In the Courts of the Conqueror: Chapter (pg. 423 to 460)
The Rights of Indians & Tribes; Pevar (pg. 165 to 204; pg. 275 to 306)
C�ɠg Ġ　 & Tribes; P

https://www.oyez.org/cases/1986/85-1708
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/533/353/
https://www.tribal-institute.org/download/Memorandums.pdf
https://www.tribal-institute.org/download/Memorandums.pdf
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Thurs
5/5/22

Topic: How to Close the Jurisdictional Gaps in Indian Country

Homework Assigned Text & Readings:
Myths & Realities of Tribal Sovereignty

Course Instructor: SC, AP, MS

16. Tues
5/10/22

Topic: How to Close the Jurisdictional Gaps in Indian �ia  
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https://scholar.harvard.edu/files/jsinger/files/myths_realities.pdf

