
 
Department of Justice Studies  

JS 189-08 Senior Seminar  

CRN30506, SPRING 2022 
 

Instructor Dr. Jodie Warren 

Contact Information 

Email:  jodie.warren@sjsu.edu (Best way to contact me) 

Office Phone:  408-924-8451  (most likely won’t reach me here)  

OH zoom https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/2744634778  (during OH only) 

Office Location and 

Hours 

HB 214 

OH Drop in: via zoom M 4:30- 6:30 or by appointment.  

Canvas Course 

Website 

https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/1477421 

Login using your Tower ID Card and Password → Courses → JS 189 

Lecture 

Day/Time/room/zoom 

Monday/Wednesday 12:00-13:15 zoom or room MQH 233 

Join lecture zoom from PC, Mac, Linux, iOS or Android: 

https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/84154055648?pwd=WStvcXo5aEhGQ0hGNFc5TWRIOGRkUT09 

    Password: 317838 

Prerequisites 
Senior standing in final semester; Justice Studies or Forensic Science major; JS 100W 

and JS 114 with a "C or better"; Department Consent 

Library Liaison Monday, Nyle Email: Nyle.Monday@sjsu.edu   

Lib Guide http://libguides.sjsu.edu/content.php?pid=57768&sid=2450175 
 

 

Course Format  

The mode of instruction for this course is during scheduled class time. It will be held as 

synchronous online during university closure for Covid which is projected to be until at 

least Feb 14. Updates will be provided in class and on canvas. Reliable access to a 

computer and the internet is required. All written assignments will be submitted via 

Canvas, and must be in Microsoft Word (*.doc or *.docx). If you do not currently own 

Microsoft Word, the software (both PC and Mac) is available for free to students: 

http://its.sjsu.edu/services/software/microsoft

mailto:jodie.warren@sjsu.edu
https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/2744634778
https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/1477421
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http://its.sjsu.edu/services/software/microsoft-students/index.html




4. Demonstrate their ability to undertake a critical analysis of a contemporary 

problems relevant to miscarriages of justice. 

5. read, write, and contribute to discussion at a skilled and capable level that 

appropriately reflects the cumulating experience of their justice studies major. 

 

Required Texts/Readings:  
Required Readings (ISBN: 9781544338972) Mallicoat, S. L. (2020). Crime and criminal 

justice: Concepts and controversies (2nd Ed.). Thousand Oaks: SAGE Publications, Inc. Students 

can rent an electronic copy of the textbook via 

https://www.vitalsource.com/referral?term=9781544365152 

 The 120 day rental should take you to the end of the semester which is more than enough.  

Do not purchase the 1st edition it is not similar enough to the 2nd ed.  

 

Additional Readings will be posted on Canvas  

 

Assignments 
 

1. Current events (10%): Students will be required to submit two current event summaries 

relevant to our justice system. Students will submit a 1-page referenced write-up per 

assignment. [LO4-5] 

2. Presentation and Participation (40%) Each student will be responsible for offering one 

in-class presentation of a specific miscarriage of justice. [LO 2-5] 

A schedule of presentations will be provided; Following each presentation, students 

should be prepared to pose questions to the class to facilitate class discussion. While 

the instructor will moderate discourse, students are largely responsible for engaging in 

inquiry and discussion. Participation is expected weekly and will involve discussion of 

the readings. Sitting silently in class is not sufficient for participation marks.  

3. Quizzes 10%:  Two quizzes will cover the course material/lectures building up to those 

weeks [LO 5] 

4. Topic Materials and Final paper 30%: Each student will write a 15-16 page policy 

paper (not including the cover page or references) analyzing a justice-related topic as a 

requirement for this course. Students can choose their topic based on their own 

research interests, but the topic must be communicated with the instructor through the 

submission of Topic Materials (see course schedule). An outline will be provided for 

this. No paper will be accepted without previous communication and approval. [LO1-5] 

5. OpEd assignment10%: As a graduating senior, you have an educated opinion and so 

https://www.vitalsource.com/referral?term=9781544365152


Grading Scale for All Assignments 
 

Letter Grade   Percent 



available in your department/college. Computers are also available in the Martin Luther King 

Library.  A wide variety of audio-visual equipment is available for student checkout from Media 

Services located in IRC 112. These items include digital and VHS camcorders, VHS and Beta 

video players, 16 mm, slide, overhead, DVD, CD, and audiotape players, sound systems, 

wireless microphones, projection screens and monitors. 
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Important Dates This Semester 
 

University Calendar:  *  
Wed, Jan 26 

/registrar/registration/permission-number.php
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/registrar/faculty-staff/instructor-drop-procedure.php
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Science and Technology with honors at British Columbia Institute of Technology. She then went 

on to complete a M.A. in Criminology at SFU where she specialized in constant and fluctuating 

temperature effects in forensic entomology. During her Ph.D. studies, also at SFU, Dr. Warren 

developed innovative techniques to advance current techniques used at crime scenes to age 

developing insects on decomposing remains. For this research, she was awarded the prestigious 

Dean’s Convocation Gold Medal.     

 

Disclaimer: This is an adult level course that may cover graphic criminal 

cases/discussions/topics. Most of the course material will not be censored. Under no 

circumstances are students permitted to take photos/screenshots of any of the course 

materials, slides or photos. Outlines will be provided/accessible via Canvas for required 

topics.  

Students are prohibited from recording class activities (including class lectures, office 

hours, advising sessions, etc.), distributing class recordings, or posting class recordings. 

Materials created by the instructor for the course (syllabi, lectures and lecture notes, 

presentations, etc.) are copyrighted by the instructor. This university policy (S12-7) is in 

place to protect the privacy of students in the course, as well as to maintain academic 

integrity through reducing the instances of cheating. Students who record, distribute, or 

post these materials will be referred to the Student Conduct and Ethical Development 

office. Unauthorized recording may violate university and state law. It is the responsibility 

of students that require special accommodations or assistive technology due to a disability 

to notify the instructor. 

 
 

 



Tentative Course Schedule and subject to change 
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Op ed instructions- Discussion of 

ineffective counsel & Brady violation 

Miscarriages of justice  Ch 

11 (canvas) 

11 04/04 

04/06 

Student Miscarriage of justice 

presentations  

-Continued- 

Read articles related to your 

paper 

12  

04/11 

04/13 

-Continued- 

 

-Continued- 

 

Read articles related to your 

paper 

13 

04/18 

04/20 

-Continued- 

 

 

Current event #2 due 11:59 pm  

In class next steps assignments 

 

Read articles related to your 

paper 

14 

04/25 

04/27 

 

 

-Continued-   

A biological explanation of crime or is 

it? 


