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San José State University 

College of Social Sciences / Department of Justice Studies 
JS 25-01, Introduction to Human Rights and Justice, Spring 2022 

Course and Contact Information 
Instructor: Natalie Birthelmer 

Office Location: HB 125 

Telephone: (408) 924-2753 x42753 – email is the best way to reach me! 

Email: natalie.birthelmer@sjsu.edu 

Office Hours: M/W 10:20-11:40AM online – email me for a Zoom invite 

Class Days/Time: M/W 1:30 – 2:45PM 

Classroom: MQH 520 

GE/SJSU Studies Category: 
 

D3 

Technology Intensive, Hybrid, and Online Courses  

For the first part of the semester, this course adopts a synchronous online delivery format, with a M/W meeting 
pattern. You must have access to a webcam during scheduled class times. Students are required to have an 
electronic device (laptop, desktop or tablet) with a camera and built-in microphone. SJSU has a free equipment 
loan program available for students. Students are responsible for ensuring that they have access to reliable Wi-
Fi during tests. If students are unable to have reliable Wi-Fi, they must inform the instructor, as soon as possible 
or at the latest one week before the test date to determine an alternative. See Learn Anywhere website for 
current Wi-Fi options on campus. All course work will take place on Canvas Leaning Management System 
course login website at http://sjsu.instructure.com. See University Policy F13-2 at 
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F13-2.pdf for more details.  

Faculty Web Page and MYSJSU Messaging 
Course materials such as syllabus, handouts, notes, assignment instructions, etc. can be found on Canvas 
Leaning Management System course login website at http://sjsu.instructure.com. You are responsible for 
regularly checking with the messaging system through MySJSU on Spartan App Portal http://one.sjsu.edu.edu 
to learn of any updates.  

Course Description 

This course is a lower division introduction to the history of human rights as a concept and body of international 
law, and to the complicated role of human rights in contemporary social justice campaigns.  

GE Area: D3 

Note: A grade of "C" or better is required for graduation. 

GE Learning Outcomes (GELO)  

Upon successful completion of this GE course, students will be able to:  

https://www.sjsu.edu/learnanywhere/equipment/index.php
https://www.sjsu.edu/learnanywhere/equipment/index.php
https://www.sjsu.edu/learnanywhere/equipment/index.php
http://sjsu.instructure.com/
http://sjsu.instructure.com/
http://sjsu.instructure.com/
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F13-2.pdf
http://sjsu.instructure.com/
http://sjsu.instructure.com/
http://one.sjsu.edu/
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Participation (GELO1-4 & CLO1-5) 

This class should be engaging for everyone, and therefore relies on student participation. All students will be 
expected to have read all assigned readings and completed any assignments before class, to be able to 
successfully participate in class discussions. Come to class ready to engage, debate, and discuss! Your 
participation grade will not be based on simply being present in the classroom but on meaningful 
participation. Review the participation rubric on Canvas for detailed grading information. 

Reading Responses (GELO1-4 & CLO1-5) 

Students will write weekly reading responses to the required readings. Reading responses are due on Mondays 
as listed on the Course Schedule (below) at 1:30PM on Canvas. Late work will not be accepted. Reading 
responses should be no less than one (1) page and no more than two (2) pages long, and must be written in 
formal English, in Times New Roman, 12pt. font, and double-spaced. You must cite the chapter or article at 
least three (3) times in your reading response and show that you have read and understood the material through 
informed discussion. In-text citations and references must be in APA-style formatting.   

Midterm (GELO1-4 & CLO1-5) 

The midterm will consist of multiple choice and short answer questions and will cover all materials assigned 
from week 1 to week 5. The midterm will take place on Canvas (see Canvas schedule). 
 
Human Rights Policy Presentation (GELO1-4 & CLO1-5) 
Individually or in groups of up to 3, you will sign up to present a current human rights issue (domestic or 
international) by completing a series of tasks, including (1) summarizing the issue (2) discussing past 
approaches/attempts to resolve the issue, (3) presenting ideas of policy changes to resolve the issues presented, 
(4) evaluate your policy goals and obstacles, and (5) generating discussion questions. Each member of the group 
must participate equally in the presentation, but your presentation must be cohesive. As a group, you will create 
a power point to guide your presentation. Your discussion of the material should be thoughtful and analytical, 
and invite participation by all students. For grading, you will receive both individual and group grades. Further 
instructions and expectations will be discussed. 

Final Examination or Evaluation (GELO1-4 & CLO1-5) 

The final will consist of multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions and will cover all materials assigned 
from week 6 to week 17. The final will take place on Canvas (see Canvas schedule). 

Technical difficulties during exams 

• Internet connection issues: 
Canvas autosaves responses a few times per minute as long as there is an internet connection. 
If your internet connection is lost, Canvas will warn you but allow you to continue working on 
your exam. A brief loss of internet connection is unlikely to cause you to lose your work. 
However, a longer loss of connectivity or weak/unstable connection may jeopardize your exam. 

• Other technical difficulties: 
Immediately email the instructor a current copy of the state of your exam and explain the 
problem you are facing. Your instructor may not be able to respond immediately or provide 
technical support. However, the copy of your exam and email will provide a record of the 
situation. Additionally, you must contact IT services immediately and include a case number in your email to 
the instructor. 

• Contact the SJSU technical support for Canvas: 
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Technical Support for Canvas 
Email: ecampus@sjsu.edu 
Phone: (408) 924-2337 
https://www.sjsu.edu/ecampus/support 
 



JS 25-
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JS 25-01 / Introduction to Human Rights and Justice, Spring 2022, M/W 1:30 – 2:45PM 

The following schedule is subject to change; advance notice of any changes will be posted as early as possible 
on Canvas. 

Course Schedule  

Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

1 W – 1/26 Introduction and review of Syllabus 
 

 
 
2 

M – 1/31 Reading Response 1 
Clapham Chapter 1: Looking at Rights 
 

W – 2/2 Looking at Rights continued 
 

 
 
3 

M – 2/7 Reading Response 2 
Clapham Chapter 2: Historical Development & Contemporary Concerns 
 

W – 2/9 Clapham Chapter 3: Human Rights Foreign Policy & the Role of the UN 
 

 
 
4 

M – 2/14 Reading Response 3 
Clapham Chapter 5: Deprivation of Life and Liberty 
  

W – 2/16 Armaline Chapter 17: Caging Kids of Color: Juvenile Justice and Human Rights 
in the United States 
Thirteenth 
 

 
 
5 

M – 2/21 Midterm Review  
 

W – 2/23 Midterm 
 

 
 
6 

M – 2/28 Reading Response 4 
Canvas: Schlanger, M. & Fettig, A. (2015). Eight Principles for Reforming 
Solitary Confinement 
 

W – 3/2 Last Days of Solitary (Frontline S33 E19) 
 

 
 
7 

M – 3/7 Reading Response 5 
Clapham Chapter 9: The Death Penalty 
 

W – 3/9 Armaline Chapter 22: Critical Resistance and the Prison Abolitionist Movement 
 

 
 
8 
 

M – 3/14 Reading Response 6 
Clapham Chapter 8: Discrimination and Equality 
 

W – 3/16 Armaline Chapter 19: Sex Trafficking: In our Own Backyard? 
 

 M – 3/21 Reading Response 7 
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

 
9 

Armaline Chapter 20: The US Culture of Violence 
 

W – 3/23 Murder to Mercy: The Cyntoia Brown Story 

 
10 

M – 3/28 Spring Break  

W – 3/30 Spring Break  
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