San José State University
Department of Justice Studies
JS102-01, Police and Society, Summer 2022

Course and Contact Information

Instructor: Greg Woods, J.D.

Course Description

A multidisciplinary study of law enforcement from the early 1800's to the present. Focus on significant studies
in relation to the role of police and analysis of current models and practices. Prerequisites include the following
courses: JS 10, 12, 25, or FS 11, and upper division standing. Co-requisite course is: JS 100W. Note: Students
must achieve a grade of "C" or better (not C-) to fulfill Justice Studies major requirements. 3 Units.

Course Format

Our class is offered completely online with no designated day/time meeting pattern. However, students are

provided the opportunity to be virtually present and interact during regularly scheduled live streamed Zoom
lectures and review questions and subject matter during regularly scheduled Office Hours on Zoom and via
email.

Justice Studies Department Reading and Writing Philosophy

The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the Department promotes
academic, critical, and creative engagement with language (i.e., reading and writing) throughout its curriculum.
A sustained and intensive exploration of language prepares students to think critically and to act meaningfully in
interrelated areas of their lives—personal, professional, economic, social, political, ethical, and cultural.
Graduates of the Department of Justice Studies leave San José State University prepared to enter a range of
careers and for advanced study in a variety of fields; they are prepared to more effectively identify and
ameliorate injustice in their personal, professional and civic lives. Indeed, the impact of literacy is evident not
only within the span of a specific course, semester, or academic program but also over the span of a lifetime.


mailto:greg.woods@sjsu.edu?subject=

Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

1.
2.

6.

Demonstrate an understanding of the intricate relationship between police and society.

Develop a broad understanding of the important influence constitutional rights have on policing in a
democratic society.

Critically assess the historical development of policing in America and its influence on policing in
modern society.

Develop skills to distinguish ethical from unethical and unprofessional behavior in policing.

Demonstrate an understanding of the importance of ethical behavior and accountability of
police in a democracy.

Students should read, write, and contribute to discussion at a skilled and capable level.

Required Textbook
Oliver, Willard M. (2020). Policing America: An Introduction


http://libguides.sjsu.edu/justicestudies

Weekly Assignments

Students will be assigned three reading, writing and research assignments during class and as reflected below.
Weekly Assignments are due upon the second (7/13), third (7/20) and fourth Wednesday (7/27) class
session






Classroom Protocol
Attendance/Punctuality
Our Summer Session class is offered completely online with no designated day/time meeting pattern. However,
students are provided the opportunity to be virtually present and interact during regularly scheduled live
streamed Zoom lectures, Mondays and Wednesdays from 8:00 - 11:45 AM, and review questions and subject

matter during regularly scheduled Office Hours on Zoom and via email. Regular attendance and punctuality are
encouraged not required.

Late Assignments/Missed Quizzes

Late assignments and missed quizzes will not be accepted for credit without prior agreement.

University Policies

Per University Policy S16-9 (http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf), relevant university policy concerning
all courses, such as student responsibilities, academic integrity, accommodations, dropping and adding, consent
for recording of class, etc. and available student services (e.g. learning assistance, counseling, and other
resources) are listed on Syllabus Information web page (https://www.sjsu.edu/curriculum/courses/syllabus-
info.php). Make sure to visit this page to review and be aware of these university policies and resources.

Additional Information

All sources of information to support written assertions must be cited in the American Psychological
Association (APA) Format. PLEASE NOTE: Detection of plagiarism will result with NO CREDIT.
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Course Schedule

Week 1 July 6 Introductions/Course overview;



Week 3

Week 4

July 18 & 20

July 25 & 27

Review Quiz #1, Weekly Assignment #1 & Final Paper Assignment
(DUE 8/3); Policy reform & Improving police effectiveness; Community-
Oriented Policing (COP) and Problem-Oriented Policing (POP) Models;
Officer Involved Shootings & the Ferguson effect; Reliance on citizens for
authority, information, and collaboration; Five C’s of Law Enforcement
Leadership: Courage, Character, Commitment, Compassion &
Communication; Command structures and organizational design; Managing
group behavior and police subcultures; Read Chapters 9, 10, 11 & 12:
Strategies, Patrol, Investigations & Force (pgs 237-346); Review
Keywords (pgs 268, 292, 317 & 346); Prepare, Submit and be ready to
discuss Quiz #2 (DUE 7/20) & Weekly Assignment #2 (DUE 7/20):
(Choose one question to answer per page!) Responses to Discussion
Questions (pgs 267, 292, 317 & 346); Review Weekly Assignment #3
(DUE 7/27); Assign Quiz #3 (DUE 7/27) Discussion: What is the primary
difference between reasonable suspicion and probable cause? Should
police agencies employ “Stop and Frisk™ policy?

Review Quiz #2, Weekly Assignment #2 & Final Paper Assignment
(DUE 8/3); The role of the Police Commission; Changes in leadership, the
“Frisco 5” demands “Fire Chief Suhr!” & the dismissal of Chicago police
superintendent McCarthy; Federal Oversight, Pattern-or-Practice
Investigations by the Department of Justice Civil Rights Division & the
Impact on the Police Departments of Oakland, CA, Ferguson, MO, and
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