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San José State University 

Department of Justice Studies 

JS 151, Criminology Theory, 01, Summer 2022 

Course and Contact Information 

Instructor: (Dr. Claudio G. Vera Sanchez) 

Office Location: (NA) 

Telephone: (NA) 

Email: (claudio.verasanchez@sjsu.edu) 

Office Hours: (All day, every day, I am your humble servant.  No seriously, my office hours 

are on Tuesday and Wednesday from 9am-10am (ONLINE ONLY).  

Class Days/Time: (Online, Asynchronous) 

Classroom: (Online, Asynchronous) 

Prerequisites: 
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You may not use the previous editions of both aforementioned books.   

Grading Information: 

The course requirements consist of twelve quizzes (20 points each), four theory application/discussion boards 

(10 points each), and a theory application research paper (40 points).  The grades will be calculated as follows: 

 

My grading scale is:           Your grade is composed of: 

98 – 100 A+    91 – 97 A        90 A-  Weekly Quizzes                      220 points 

88 – 89 B+ 81 – 87 B 80 B-   Theory Applic./Discussion     100 points 

78 – 79 C+ 71 – 77 C 70 C-   Research Paper             100 points 

68 – 69 D+ 61 – 67 D 60 D-    

59 and below F     _________________________________ 

       Total Points   420 

 

Introductory Post 

 

In order to better create/build an online community, the introductory post requires each student to introduce 

themselves and provide the following information: (1) your name, (2) future career aspirations, (3) something 

enjoyable you did within the last month, and (4) something you would like to accomplish in 2021. 

 

Theory Application Discussion Board Posts and Responses (discussion board) 

 

Four theory application discussion board posts and responses will be completed during the session (20 points 

each). Each theory application discussion board post is connected to specific chapters from the assigned text. 

You must demonstrate a thorough understanding of the material in the text. It is abundantly clear when a 

student has not adequately read and studied the material. Each theory application discussion board post has an 



Criminology Theory, JS 151, Summer 2022   Page 3 of 7  

 

(1) Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t-jCSZh2tMk (2) Do a basic internet search for information 

about Elliot Rodger and his family. (3) Review the theories presented in chapters 6 and 7. (4) Choose one 

theory from chapter 6 or 7 that best explains Elliot Rodger’s behavior. (5) Detail the components of the theory 

selected. That is, describe how this theory explains criminal behavior. (6) Clearly explain what specific aspects 

of the character’s behavior are explained by specific components of the selected theory. (7) Describe what 
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https://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/onlinetutoring/
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
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Week Date Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines 

1 6/1 Theory Application/Discussion Board Due on Friday by 11:59PM 

2 6/6 Read Chapters 6, 7, and 8 

2 6/6 Quizzes due on Tuesday (Chapter 6), Wednesday (Chapter 7), and Thursday 

(Chapter 8) 

2 6/6 Theory Application/Discussion Board Due Friday by 11:59PM 

3 6/13 Read Chapter 9, 10, and 11 

3 6/13 Quizzes due on Tuesday (Chapter 9), Wednesday (Chapter 10), and Thursday 

(Chapter 11) 

3 6/13 Theory Application/Discussion Board 

4 6/20 Read Chapters 12, 13, and 14 

4 6/20 Quizzes due on Tuesday (Chapter 12), Wednesday (Chapter 13), and Thursday 

(Chapter 14) 

4 6/20 Theory Application/Discussion Board 

5 6/27 Research/Theory Application Paper (8-10 Pages) 
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