
 
Department of Justice Studies  

FS 161 Crime Scene Investigation  
Sections 02 & 12 - CRNs 28548 (Lecture) & 28550 (Practical), Spring 2023 

 

Instructor Dr. Shawna Bolton 

Contact Information 

Online:  Zoom Office Hours 
Email:  shawna.bolton@sjsu.edu 
Phone:  408-924-8974    

Office Location and 
Hours 

Health Building, Rm 210A 
Zoom:  T 2:00p-4:00p (Zoom Only) 
Drop in or Zoom: W 2:30p-4:30p & TH 2:00p-4:00p, OR by appointment 

Canvas Course 
Website 

https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/1560078 
Login using your Tower ID Card and Password → Courses → FS 161 

Zoom Lecture Zoom Lecture Link (see Canvas Announcement for Password) 

Lecture Days/Time Wednesdays/Thursdays 6:00p-8:00p 

Practical Days, Time 
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evidence within.  To be successful in this course, the principles of forensic investigations, as well 

as critical thinking skills, must be applied to crime scene processing and evidence collection.   

Disclaimer:  This class is intended for mature students and may cover graphic content, such as 

criminal cases, discussions, and/or topics. Most of the material presented will NOT be censored.  

Under NO CIRCUMSTANCES are students permitted to take photos, make copies or recording 

of the lecture slides, photos, or video recordings. Failure to comply with these guidelines may 

result in academic penalty.  

Outlines will be provided or made accessible via Canvas for each lecture pertaining to the topic 

that will be discussed. 

Note: FS 161 is required for the fulfillment of the FS biology major, as well as the FS minor.  

It is recommended for JS majors.  However, it is open to any student with a general interest in 

the subject.  

 

Mode of Instruction 

This course will be taught in-person.  In other words, all lecture material and practicals will be 

covered in a designated classroom, during the course’s scheduled meeting time (see SJSU 

Instruction Modes).   

NOTE:  In the event that there is a federal/state mandate for the CSU to return to sheltering-in-

place, this course will switch to synchronous online mode using the video conference 

application, Zoom.  Practical sessions will continue to take place remotely. 

¶ Online Zoom Course Room – Virtual classroom available from 8:30a-11:30a 

¶ NOTE:  Due to the nature of this in-person lab and the ongoing pandemic, students are 

required to purchase a personal Tyvek suit (a protective, hooded coverall; one that 

covers the entire body and head and is usually equipped with a zipper) ($6.50).  Safety 

goggles ($3.50) and face shields ($3 - optional) will also be available for purchase.  

Nitrile (latex-free) gloves and shoe coverings will be provided. 

 

/classes/symbols-abbreviations.php#instruction%20mode
https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/87861547063?pwd=VEFUUXlYQ3U3V3dLQlJpKzh6eW95UT09
/learnanywhere/equipment/index.php
/learnanywhere/
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Zoom or Other Teleconferencing Platforms Protocol 

Use of Camera Remotely 

Students are encouraged to turn their cameras on during group activities/discussion (not a 

requirement) to foster a sense of community, increase focus, remain engaged and maintain 

accountability.  To test your video click on this Zoom Help Center link, Testing Your Video.  

An option to “Choose a Virtual Background” exists if you wish to display an image or video as 

your background (for privacy or personal flare).  You may also choose to 

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362313-Testing-your-video
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/210707503-Virtual-Background
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201363203-Customizing-your-profile
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201363203-Customizing-your-profile
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Students are prohibited from recording class activities (including class lectures, office hours, 

advising sessions, group collaborations, etc.), distributing class recordings, or posting class 

recordings. Materials created by the instructor for the course (syllabi, lectures and lecture notes, 

presentations, etc.) are copyrighted by the instructor. This university policy (S12-7) is in place 

to protect the privacy of students in the course, as well as to maintain academic integrity 

through reducing the instances of cheating. Students who record, distribute, or post these 

materials will be referred to the Student Conduct and Ethical Development office. 

Unauthorized recording may violate university and state law. It is the responsibility of students 

that require special accommodations or assistive technology due to a disability to notify the 

instructor. 

 

Course Goals and Student Learning Objectives

/senate/docs/S12-7.pdf
http://www.forensicsciencesimplified.org/
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Assignments 

 

1. Crime Scene Labs/Exercises (40%):  Practical lab exercises in searching, scene 

diagrams, photography, report writing, developing and lifting latent fingerprints, blood 

spatter interpretation, and impression evidence. (LO1) 

2. Exams (40%): There will be two in-term exams, one final, and pop-quizzes on course 

material throughout the semester.  Format may include the following:  multiple choice 

questions, fill-in-the-blanks, true/false, short answers, short essays, and diagrams. (LO2) 

3. Chapter Review/Discussion Questions
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2. Tour a crime lab and write a 2-page, typed, double-
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mailto:sjsu.fss@gmail.com
/it/support/service-desk/clark-lab.php
https://library.sjsu.edu/student-computing-services/student-computing-services
/it/services/academic-tech/equipment-loaning/index.php
/peerconnections/index.php


http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php
/registrar/forms.php
/classes/final-exam-schedule/spring-2023.php
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