FS-16

Telephone: 4089245513

Email: mark.barash@sjsu.edu

Office Hours: Thr 3pm-6pm;

Class Days/Time: Wednesday3:00pm-5:45m; CH 303A

Canvas Course https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/

Prerequisites: Senior standing iafinal semester; Justice Studies or Forensic Science major; JS 100W and

114 with a "C or better"; Departmetdnsent.
FSLibrary Liaison: Nyle Monday Nyle.Monday@sjsu.edu
FS Lib Guide: http://libguides.sjsu.edu/content.php?pid=57768&sid=2450175

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need special arrangements in
case tle building must be evacuated, please make an appointment with me as soon as possible, or see me during
office hours.Presidential Directive 9703 requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodationsaust
reqister with AEC to establish a record of their disability.

Course Description
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FS169Sec 01
Forensic Scienceé&enior Seminar Studies in Contemporary FS Issues
Spring 2023

Course Goals and Student Learning Objectives (CLO)

The overarchinggoal of this course is to encourage studémtdevelopa self-directed and proactive learning attitude
and essentially
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Required Texts

e There is no dedicated textbook for this course.
e There are however othemultiple (free-accessyesources requirefbr this course, such as peeriewed papers,
media articles and web sites. Links to required resources will be posativas. Check the site frequently

Classroom Protocol

e X
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Presentation tips

Here is some advice to help you with the preparation of your presentation:

* Put atitle at the top of each slide that states the slidain point

e Use large, easto-read font (e.g., Arial) throughgut8 point minimum, 24 point recommended, 36 point or larger
for atitle

« Don't use too much text. Bullet points are generally better than full sentences or paragraphs. Include more
illustrations rather than dry text. Try to avoid reading the slide to the audience.

 Don't forget to include referencesither as a footnote on each slide or on the final slide.

e Use primary colors for the font and background when possiblet Dsecolors which are hard to read (e.g. too
bright/dark).

e Speak loudly and clearly. Face forward as much as possible. Try not to rush.

e Practice what gu will say about each slide so that you present the essential points as clearly and efficiently as
possible. Practice your presentation with a timer to make sure that you are undeutEs.

Assessment task 5: Digital media project

This is a grougask. This assessment task is about understanding various scientific concepts covered in this course
summarizing the material in a clear and succinct way and efficient communication of a forensic science topic.
Students will be required tlocatea topic from a list provided by thestructor or propose their own topic of interest
related to a forensic science controversy/dilemma. The students will conduct comprehensive research on the propos
topic by reviewing recerdcholarlysources. The outcome of the reseanilhbe presentedh theform of digital media

such as ahortvideoclip, animation, podcasir ablendedmediaartefact according to the basic digital media principles
discussed in the clasehe length of the media file should be between 3 to 5 minutes. Tineufiebe submitted through
Canvas prior to its presentation in class.

Digital media training will be provided to you with a lecture on digital media principles covering layout aesign,
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Remember, this is a group task that requires proactive engagement and effective teamwork. At the end of your proje
each student will have to provide a brieedback on group dynamicsincluding assessment of each member
contribution. Your peetgeedback will be incorporated in the final grade (e.g. a team member who hasn’t contributed to
the task may receive an appropriate mark for this assignswit as 0).

Due date: This task will be due othe last weelof the course, with potential adjustnts based on students’ progress.
Further details will be announced on Canvas.

Grading criteri a

You will be assessed on tkeientificcontent of youpresentatiorand application of thdigital media principlesThe
presentations will be primarilgradedbased on the level of competency in the subject presented, ability to engage the
audience and your critical review of the topic. Detafsstback will be provided in the form of marks and comments.
Please check Canvas for the detailed grading criteria.

Overall assessment of this task will be performed jointly by student80% of the total mark) andcourse instructor

(70% of the total mark), accounting tagether for 25% of the final course grade.

Extra Credit Opportunities

Extra credit opportunities may be available throughout the semester and may be used to cunaulzresiyyour final
grade up to 5% total. These opportunities will be annouimceldssand would need to be submitted in Canvas

Late Work and Make Ups

Please manage your time responsibly with the knowledge that late work will generally not be accepted. If you knov
ahead of time that you will be offline when an assignment is due, complete it earlyuptakdl generally not be given
unless extraordinarglocumented circumstances exist.

If you have a genuine problem, please contact me at the earliest convenience and | will gladly do my best to help you.
you are in any doubt about the requirements of an assignment, or due dates/times,-pdadsharssignment and/or
schedulelf your question is still unanswered, contact me for clarification.
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Tentative Course Schedule

Notes about course schedule: The order of the discussed topics d@hdir focus may changeaccording to
students’ progressand/or any unforeseen circumstances. | reserve the right to change the schedule including
the due dates, but only in amanner that benefits students (e.g., due dates can only be pushed back, never
moved forward).

Week Date Topics Assignments & Deadlines

Course introduction.
Overview of the course structurl Read thewlabusand explore Canvas site.

1 Jan25 assignments and expectationform
groups for the DMRissignment
Read NAS report (“Strengthening
> Feb 1 Crash course in forensic science. Forensic Science in the US”) up to page

Discussion of readings 183. Watch “The Real CSICheck
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