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department/college. Computers are also available in the Martin Luther King Library.  A wide variety of audio-

visual equipment is available for student checkout from Media Services located in IRC 112. These items 

include digital and VHS camcorders, VHS and Beta video players, 16 mm, slide, overhead, DVD, CD, and 

audiotape players, sound systems, wireless microphones, projection screens and monitors. 

Learning Assistance Resource Center  

The Peer Connections - Student Affairs (https://www.sjsu.edu/peerconnections/index.php) assists students in 

the development of their full academic potential and motivates them to become self-directed learners. The 

center provides support services, such as skill assessment, individual or group tutorials, subject advising, 

learning assistance, summer academic preparation and basic skills development.  

SJSU Writing Center  

The SJSU Writing Center located in Room 126 in Clark Hall offers a variety of resources to help students 

become better writers, including one-on-one tutoring sessions and numerous writing workshops. All services 

are free for SJSU students: http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/  

University Policies  

Per University Policy S16-9, university-wide policy information relevant to all courses, such as academic 

integrity, 

/peerconnections/index.php
/peerconnections/index.php
http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/
http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter/
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php
http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/


 

 

FS 176 Introduction to Fire and Explosion Investigations. Course Schedule 

Schedule is subject to change. 

Week Date Topics Readings, Homework, and Assignments  

with Deadlines 

1 

 

1/27 Introductions, Course Overview, Safety Guidelines, and 

Scientific Method 

 

2 1/31 

 

Fire Chemistry and Dynamics Homework - YouTube videos demonstrating 

fire chemistry and dynamics comment + 

guided notes. 

Homework: Table of vocabulary terms, 

definitions, and affiliate images showing 



 

 

Week 



 

 

Week Date Topics Readings, Homework, and Assignments  

with Deadlines 

Homework: Study for Exam + Prepare 

Notebooks for Review.  

 3/2 Exam 1 Due: Digital Course Notebooks Collected 

Homework: No Homework 

7 3/7 Legal Aspects of Fire Investigations/Arson Law Homework: Case Study Presentation: 

Legalities of Fire Investigations and Arson 

Law 

 3/9 Case Study Presentations Due: Case Study Presentation: Legalities of 

Fire Investigations and Arson Law 

Homework: No Homework 

8 3/14 Investigative Report Writing Homework: Case Scen
BT
/F10  264
202.08 264.6 2481.65 3612.08 55







 

 

Week Date Topics Readings, Homework, and Assignments  

with Deadlines 

Homework: Summary of case law 

specifically leading  to the definition of 

“exigent circumstances” and recent use of 

“exigent circumstances”. 

16 

 

5/9 Ethics and Ethical Debates (Arson Innocence Project) 

pertaining to arson and explosion investigations.  

Due: Case Law Review 

Homework: Short Essay – Research of Arson 

Innocence Project and discussion of case and 

wrongful convictions. 

 5/11 Mock Crime Scenes Due: Short Essay 

Homework: Prepare Case Study Presentation 

and for Moot Court. 

Final 

Exam 

5/15 Final: Case Presentations and Moot Court Testimony Due: Case Study Presentation and for Moot 

Court. 
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