San José State University
Department of Justice Studies
JS 114 - 02, Research Methods, Spring, 2023

Course and Contact Information

Instructor: Dennis Estrada, M.A.

Office Location: MacQuarrie Hall 524 (Temporary)

Telephone: 408 — 924 — 2931 .1 .1 .1 .1n4289.08 591.43 324.15 26.025 reW2c
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https://sjsu.zoom.us/86719311216

Justice Studies Department Reading and Writing Philosophy

The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the Department promotes
academic, critical, and creative engagement with language (i.e., reading and writing) throughout its curriculum.
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Course Requirements and Assignments

Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of credit, a minimum of
45 hours over the length of the course (normally three hours per unit per week) for instruction,
preparation/studying, completing assignments, participating in course activities, and so on. More details about
student workload can be found in University Policy S12-3
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Research Paper Checkpoint #2 — Literature Review Draft (20 points)

This assignment will provide academic literature and research that will justify and explain your proposed
research study. This assignment will require the (1) introduction of your research topic, (2) the operationalized
construct(s), (3) a clear statement of your research topic, (4) and the theoretical rationale for conducting your
research.

Research Paper Checkpoint #3 — Proposed Research Study Draft (20 points)

This assignment will require you to outline your (1) your selected research design; (2) your proposed study
sample, (3) the way in which participants will be recruited, and (4) the procedures that would need to be
followed in order to conduct this study.

Research Paper Checkpoint #4 — Proposed Data Analysis Draft (20 points)
This assignment will outline a data analysis plan that will include all of your proposed variables as well as your

two proposed hypotheses.
Research Paper Checkpoint #5 — Research Paper Draft (20 points)

This assignment will be the culmination of all the previous research paper checkpoints. There will be 4 required
sections: Introduction, Literature Review, Methods, and Data Analysis Plan.
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A grade of “C” (i.e., at least 73%) is required to pass this course.

The grading scale is:

Grade Points Percentage
A+ 335 - 350 96 — 100%
A 324 - 334 93 - 95%
A - 314 - 323 90 — 92%
B+ 300 - 313 86 — 89%
B 289 - 299 83 — 85%
B - 279 - 288 80 — 82%
C+ 265 - 278 76 — 79%
C 254 - 264 73 - 75%
C- 245 - 253 70— 72%
D+ 230 - 244 66 — 69%
D 220 - 229 63 — 65%
D - 209 - 219 60 — 62%
F 208 and below 59 and below

Grades are based on:

Homework 50 points
In-Class Assignments 25 points
Quizzes 75 points
Research Checkpoints 100 points
Final Research Paper 100 points
Total 350 points

Note that “All students have the right, within a reasonable time, to know their academic scores, to review their
grade-dependent work, and to be provided with explanations for the determination of their course grades.” See
University Policy F13-1 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F13-1.pdf for more details.

Classroom Protocol

Attendance — It is highly recommended that you attend class. The nature of this class is one that builds upon the
previous meeting, meaning that every lecture builds upon the next. Missing one or more days of class will affect
your recollection of and exposure to the course material, and ultimately affect your grade.

Instructor’s Note on Communication

As you know, a university degree is a significant undertaking and requires a high level of commitment, time
management, organization, and initiative. Thus, it is in your best interest to stay on top of the readings and keep in
touch with the instructor. The best way to keep in touch is in-person during office hours, or at another time by
appointment. If you cannot meet with me in person, | prefer that you email me. Emails will be mostly only
responded to during business hours (Monday through Friday). When you send me an email please include “JS
114, your full name in the subject line, and the issue at hand (e.g., Possible Extension?). Emails that do not
follow this protocol may be discarded or overlooked without a response.
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Classroom Etiquette

Please try to avoid being late. It is understood that many students have numerous other commitments, but
students must also understand that they have enrolled in school aware of the demands of those commitments.
Please plan to arrive on time for class to begin promptly at the designated time. Please silence all cell phones,
laptops, and any other electronic device. The use of anything that beeps or consistently vibrates during class is
disruptive and then the instructor will need to ask that it be turned off, and then no one is happy. Please don’t do
rude things like texting or browsing the internet during class. That can be distracting to students behind you and
can lead you (and others!) to miss out on important information. Students are responsible for all missed notes,
materials, and announcements due to absence (i.e., do not email the instructor asking about what you missed).
Students are encouraged to exchange contact information with someone in class just in case you miss class.
Finally, it is expected that you treat your fellow classmates with respect. The classroom is one in which we are
all coming together to learn new information, which may naturally be challenging or frustrating at times. As
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Accommodations for Students with Disabilities

Presidential Directive 97-03 [pdf] requires that students with disabilities requesting accommodations register
with the Accessible Education Center (AEC) to establish a record of their disability. AEC will contact the
instructor with further details, if needed.

If special arrangements are needed in cases of emergency or if the building must be evacuated, please make
arrangements with the instructor.

Writing Center

The SISU Writing Center offers a variety of free resources to help students become better writers. The center
offers writing resources, workshops, and one-on-one and small group tutoring sessions. Services support writing
for students in all disciplines and at all levels. The SISU Writing Center has two in-person locations, Clark Hall,
Suite 126 and MLK Library, 2" floor. Workshops and tutoring are also available through online platforms. To
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JS 114, Research Methods in Justice Studies, Spring 2023, Course Schedule

Course Schedule (subject to change with fair notice)

Readings/Assignments Due
Read Making Sense of the Social
Week Date Topics/Quizzes World
HW Due
RPC Assignment Due
1 Jan. 25t Course Introduction
2 Jan. 30" Social Science Research Broadly Read Ch. 1 before class.
Feb. 1
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