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Course and Contact Information 

Instructor: Grace Howard 

http://sjsu.instructure.com/
http://my.sjsu.edu/


Course Description  

JS 130 surveys the relationship between sexuality and social and criminal justice. Students 

explore the nature and extent of sexual offenses against adults and children. A critical 

examination of recent public policies aimed at managing sexual aggression is included. 

 

Students in JS 130 examine legal cases, empirical research, and advocacy materials to explore 

how socially constructed norms shape the legal regulation of sexuality and sexual behavior, and 

how various elements of sex and sexuality have been criminalized, policed, and governed. We 

will critically examine how different populations engage the criminal justice system as offenders, 

victims and survivors of sexual violence, law enforcement, and treatment professionals.  

Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs) 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

CLO 1: Demonstrate an understanding of how sex and sexuality intersects with and is treated by 

various institutions of social and criminal justice. 

CLO 2: Demonstrate an empirical understanding of the nature and extent of sexual offenses 

against adults and children. 

CLO 3: Demonstrate an understanding of various pieces of sex or sexuality related legislation 

and public policies surrounding sexual offending. 

CLO 4: Think critically about these issues and produce detailed, scholarly, and objective 

assessments that demonstrate their ability to conduct independent research and justify their 

perspective. 

CLO 5: Demonstrate their knowledge and familiarity with the material during class by 

contributing meaningfully and respectfully to class discussions.  

CLO 6: Students should read, write, and contribute to discussion at a skilled and capable level. 

Required Texts/Readings  

All readings will be posted on Canvas. 

 

Technology Requirements 

Students will need access to the Internet to complete readings and activities online, and to submit 

assignments and exams on the course website on Canvas.  

 

Library Liaison 

For help with library resources and library research (including the use of databases and online 

research materials—such as journal search engines), students are strongly encouraged to contact 

the Justice Studies Library Liaison Silke Higgins, MLIS, Academic Liaison Librarian  

4th Floor, King Library / Phone: 408-808-2118 / Email: silke.higgins@sjsu.edu 

 

Course Requirements and Assignments 

 

mailto:silke.higgins@sjsu.edu


papers should be 250-500 words long (ie, 1-2 p. double spaced). You should follow the prompts 

given on Canvas in modules. 

 

Quizzes (30% of final grade) 

Quizzes will occur periodically throughout the semester. 

 



 

Classroom Protocol 

 

1. This course depends on participation and interaction. Try to stay on schedule with the 

course modules and assignments. Come to our Zoom class meetings ready to discuss and 

ask questions! 

 

2. It’s a weird time for everybody right now. Please bring patience and care for yourself, 

your classmates, and your professor. Remember—we are all human. 

 

3. All classroom participants are expected to foster an environment that encourages 

participation, rather than silencing others (be respectful to one another, do not insult or 

intimidate others, evaluate alternative views with an open mind). We will discuss ground 

rules and develop classroom standards of conduct at the beginning of the semester. 

 

4. Students are encouraged 

http://www.ywca-sv.org/
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/


personal, professional, economic, social, political, ethical, and cultural. Graduates of the 

Department of Justice Studies leave San José State University prepared to enter a range of 

careers and for advanced study in a variety of fields; they are prepared to more effectively 

identify and ameliorate injustice in their personal, professional and civic lives. Indeed, the impact 

of literacy is evident not only within the span of a specific course, semester, or academic 

program, but also over the span of a lifetime. 

 

SJSU Writing Center 

The SJSU Writing Center is located in Clark Hall, Suite 126. All Writing Specialists have gone 

through a rigorous hiring process, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels 

within all disciplines to become better writers. In addition to one-on-one tutoring services, the 

Writing Center also offers workshops every semester on a variety of writing topics. To make an 

appointment or to refer to the numerous online resources offered through the Writing Center, 

visit the Writing Center website at http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter. For additional resources 

and updated information, follow the Writing Center on Twitter and become a fan of the SJSU 

Writing Center on Facebook. 

General Expectations, Rights and Responsibilities of the Student 

As members of the academic community, students accept both the rights and responsibilities 

incumbent upon all members of the institution. Students are encouraged to familiarize 

themselves with SJSU’s policies and practices pertaining to the procedures to follow if and when 

questions or concerns about a class arises. See 

http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S90-5.pdf
http://info.sjsu.edu/web-dbgen/narr/catalog/rec-12234.12506.html
http://info.sjsu.edu/static/catalog/policies.html
http://www.sjsu.edu/provost/services/academic_calendars/
http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/policy/
http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/
http://www.sjsu.edu/president/docs/directives/PD_1997-03.pdf


disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the Accessible Education Center 

(AEC) at http://www.sjsu.edu/aec to establish a record of their disability. 

Accommodation to Students' Religious Holidays 

San José State University shall provide accommodation on any graded class work or activities 

for students wishing to observe religious holidays when such observances require students to be 

absent from class. It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor, in writing, about 

such holidays before the add deadline at the start of each semester. If such holidays occur before 

the add deadline, the student must notify the instructor, in writing, at least three days before the 

date that he/she will be absent. It is the responsibility of the instructor to make every reasonable 

effort to honor the student request without penalty, and of the student to make up the work 

missed.  See University Policy S14-7 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S14-7.pdf. 

SJSU Counseling Services 

The SJSU Counseling Services is located on the corner of 7th Street and San Fernando Street, in 

Room 201, Administration Building.  Professional psychologists, social workers, and counselors 

are available to provide consultations on issues of student mental health, campus climate or 

psychological and academic issues on an individual, couple, or group basis.  To schedule an 

http://www.sjsu.edu/aec
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S14-7.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling
http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling
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