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San José State University 

CoSS/Justice Studies 

JS 155-01, Victimology, Spring 2023 

Instructor: Sheree Martinek 

Office Location: Health Building, Rm 123 

Telephone: 408-679-5979 

Email: Sheree.Martinek@sjsu.edu 
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Justice Studies Reading and Writing Philosophy 

The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the Department promotes 

academic, critical, and creative engagement with language (i.e., reading and writing) throughout its curriculum.  

A sustained and intensive exploration of language prepares students to think critically and to act meaningfully 

in interrelated areas of their lives–personal, professional, economic, social, political, ethical, and cultural. 

Graduates of the Department of Justice Studies leave San José State University prepared to enter a range of 

careers and for advanced study in a variety of fields; they are prepared to more effectively identify and 

ameliorate injustice in their personal, professional and civic lives. Indeed, the impact of literacy is evident not 

only within the span of a specific course, semester, or academic program but also over the span of a lifetime 

Course Goals and Student Learning Objectives (SLO): 

Upon successful completion of this course: 

SLO1 Students will have learned the theories and methods of victimology. 

SLO2 Students will have an understanding of the relationship between victim and offender from competing 

points of view. 

SLO3 Students will develop a critical understanding of the behavior and attitudes of family, society, and the 

criminal justice system toward the victim. 

SLO4 Students will be able to identify the nature and extent of loss, injury, and damage to the victim. 

SLO5 Students should read, write, and contribute to discussion at a skilled and capable level.   

Required Texts/Readings  

Textbook 

Hickey, E.E. 2012. Serial Murderers and Their Victims (7th edition). Independence, KY: Cengage Learning. 

¶ https://www.amazon.com/Serial-Murderers-Their-Victims-

Hickey/dp/1305261690/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2GTQNN8BP6YC8&keywords=Serial+Murderers+and+Their

+Victims&qid=1661182725&s=books&sprefix=serial+murderers+and+their+victims%2Cstripbooks%2

C292&sr=1-1 

¶ https://www.cengage.com/c/serial-murderers-and-their-victims-7e-hickey/9781305261693/  

¶ https://www.chegg.com/textbooks/serial-murderers-and-their-victims-

https://www.amazon.com/Serial-Murderers-Their-Victims-Hickey/dp/1305261690/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2GTQNN8BP6YC8&keywords=Serial+Murderers+and+Their+Victims&qid=1661182725&s=books&sprefix=serial+murderers+and+their+victims%2Cstripbooks%2C292&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Serial-Murderers-Their-Victims-Hickey/dp/1305261690/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2GTQNN8BP6YC8&keywords=Serial+Murderers+and+Their+Victims&qid=1661182725&s=books&sprefix=serial+murderers+and+their+victims%2Cstripbooks%2C292&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Serial-Murderers-Their-Victims-Hickey/dp/1305261690/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2GTQNN8BP6YC8&keywords=Serial+Murderers+and+Their+Victims&qid=1661182725&s=books&sprefix=serial+murderers+and+their+victims%2Cstripbooks%2C292&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Serial-Murderers-Their-Victims-Hickey/dp/1305261690/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2GTQNN8BP6YC8&keywords=Serial+Murderers+and+Their+Victims&qid=1661182725&s=books&sprefix=serial+murderers+and+their+victims%2Cstripbooks%2C292&sr=1-1
https://www.cengage.com/c/serial-murderers-and-their-victims-7e-hickey/9781305261693/
https://www.chegg.com/textbooks/serial-murderers-and-their-victims-7th-edition-9781305261693-1305261690
https://www.chegg.com/textbooks/serial-murderers-and-their-victims-7th-edition-9781305261693-1305261690
https://www.chegg.com/textbooks/crime-victims-9th-edition-9781305261037-1305261038?c_id=sem&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=tb--long_tail-campaign_shoppingpmax&utm_content=&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI1NT_ruPa-QIVesLCBB00uQ6cEAQYAiABEgIJ0PD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.chegg.com/textbooks/crime-victims-9th-edition-9781305261037-1305261038?c_id=sem&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=tb--long_tail-campaign_shoppingpmax&utm_content=&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI1NT_ruPa-QIVesLCBB00uQ6cEAQYAiABEgIJ0PD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.chegg.com/textbooks/crime-victims-9th-edition-9781305261037-1305261038?c_id=sem&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=tb--long_tail-campaign_shoppingpmax&utm_content=&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI1NT_ruPa-QIVesLCBB00uQ6cEAQYAiABEgIJ0PD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.chegg.com/textbooks/crime-victims-9th-edition-9781305261037-1305261038?c_id=sem&utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=tb--long_tail-campaign_shoppingpmax&utm_content=&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI1NT_ruPa-QIVesLCBB00uQ6cEAQYAiABEgIJ0PD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.amazon.com/Crime-Victims-Introduction-Andrew-Karmen/dp/1305261038/ref=sr_1_2?crid=F9QIZ0SM6IHF&keywords=Crime+Victims%3A+An+Introduction+to+Victimology&qid=1661182698&s=books&sprefix=%2Cstripbooks%2C485&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Crime-Victims-Introduction-Andrew-Karmen/dp/1305261038/ref=sr_1_2?crid=F9QIZ0SM6IHF&keywords=Crime+Victims%3A+An+Introduction+to+Victimology&qid=1661182698&s=books&sprefix=%2Cstripbooks%2C485&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Crime-Victims-Introduction-Andrew-Karmen/dp/1305261038/ref=sr_1_2?crid=F9QIZ0SM6IHF&keywords=Crime+Victims%3A+An+Introduction+to+Victimology&qid=1661182698&s=books&sprefix=%2Cstripbooks%2C485&sr=1-2
https://www.cengage.com/c/crime-victims-an-introduction-to-victimology-9e-karmen/9781305261037PF/
https://www.cengage.com/c/crime-victims-an-introduction-to-victimology-9e-karmen/9781305261037PF/
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Other Readings 

Additional readings listed in the Course Schedule will be posted on Canvas or provided a web link in the 

syllabus. 

Canvas and Technology Requirements 
 

You are automatically registered with Canvas as a registered student of the course. Links for students regarding 

Canvas issues and questions: http://www.sjsu.edu/at/ec/docs/CanvasStudent%20Login%20Information.pdf and 

http://www.sjsu.edu/at/ec/docs/CanvasStudentTutorial_New.pdf. Success in this course requires active 

http://www.sjsu.edu/at/ec/docs/CanvasStudent%20Login%20Information.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/at/ec/docs/CanvasStudentTutorial_New.pdf
/learnanywhere/equipment/index.php
/learnanywhere/equipment/index.php
http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/faq/index.htm#add
http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/
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excuse.  Make-up exams will be different from the on
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read postings on the Forum, please do not post private information. Discussions are available one week before 

they are due. See rubic in Canvas for grading information. 

 

Homework 

http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php#counseling-psyc-services
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php#peer
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php#cares
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php#student-technology-resources
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php#writing-center
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JS 155, Victimology, Spring 2023 
 

Tentative reading assignments are listed below. However due to the length of discussions and other factors 

beyond my control, this schedule and readings are subject to change.  You are expected to complete all readings 

on the day they are listed and be prepared to discuss them in class.  

 

 

Week Date TOPIC AND ASSIGNMENTS 

 

1 01/25    Introduction & Course Overview 

 

 

 
2 

 

 

 

 

 
02/01 

 

What is victimology? Who is a victim? 

 

Readings: 

Karmen: Ch. 1 and Ch. 2  

Review: Stein, J. and Young, M. 2004. History of the Victims’ Movement in the United 

States. 

https://www.ncjrs.gov/ovc_archives/ncvrw/2005/pdf/historyofcrime.pdf  

 

Assignments: 

*Group 1 Present* 

 

 
3 

 

 

 
02/08   

Patterns of Criminal Victimization 

 

Readings: 

Karmen: Ch. 3  

Required article: Burbano, D., & Hernandez-Alvarez, M. (2017). Identifying human 

trafficking patterns online. 2017 IEEE Second Ecuador Technical Chapters Meeting 

(ETCM), 2017, 1-6. 

Review: Review-- BJS “Criminal Victimization 2017” 

https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/cv17.pdf 

 

Assignments: 

Discussion #1 

 

 

 
4 

 

 

 

 
02/15 

 

The Impact of Victimization & Shared Responsibility 

 

Readings: 

Karmen: Ch. 5 

Hickey: Ch. 10 

Suggested article: Paceley, M., Goffnett, J., & Gandy‐Guedes, M. (2017). Impact of 

victimization, community climate, and community size on the mental health of sexual and 

gender minority youth. Journal of Community Psychology, 45(5), 658-671. 

 

Assignments: 

*Group 2 Present* 

Assignment #1 Due 

 

 

https://www.ncjrs.gov/ovc_archives/ncvrw/2005/pdf/historyofcrime.pdf
https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/cv17.pdf
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5 

 

 

 
02/22 

 

 

 

 

Types of Crime: Murders and Robberies  

 

Readings: 

Karmen: Ch. 4 

Hickey: Ch. 1 and 3 

Suggested article: Sorochinski, M. & Salfati, C. G. (2019). Sex worker homicide series: 

Profiling the crime scene. International Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative 

Criminology, 63(9), 1776-1793. 

 

Assignments: 

*Group 3 Present* 

 

 

 
6 

 

 
03/01 

 

Types of Crime: Murder, Robberies, and Serial Murder 

 

Readings: 

Hickey: Ch. 4, Ch. 7 pgs 233-260, Ch. 8 

 

Assignments: 

Discussion #2 

 

 

 
7 

 

 

 
03/08 

Types of Crime: Victimized Children 

 

Readings: 

Karmen: Ch. 8 

Required article:  McGuire, K., & London, K. (2017). Common beliefs about child sexual 

abuse and disclosure: A college sample. Journal of Child Sexual Abuse, 26(2), 175-194. 

 

Guests Speaker: San Mateo County Sheriff Detective Lorenzatti 

 

Assignments: 

*Group 4 Present* 

 

 

 
8 

 

 
03/15 

Types of Crime: Intimate Partner Victimization (IPV) 

 

Readings: 

¶ Karmen: Ch. 9  

¶ Hickey: Ch. 9 

 

Assignments: 

Discussion #3

33
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11 

 
04/05 



 

JS155 Victimology, Spring 2023 – Revised January 18, 2023 9 

 

 

 
14 

 

 

 
04/26 

Types of Crime: Bullying and Stalking 

 

Readings: 

Karmen: Ch. 11 pgs. 376-393 

Hickey: Ch.7 pgs. 260-280 

Required article: Dussich & Maekoya (2007). Physical child harm and bullying-related 

behaviors: A comparative study in Japan, South Africa and the United States. Interpersonal 

Journal of Offender Therapy and Comparative Criminology 51(5), 495-509. 

 

Assignments: 

*Group 6 Present- Bullying* 

In-Class Activity 3 

 

 
15 

 

 

 
05/03 

 

 

 

Working With/Repaying Victims 

 

Readings: 

Karmen: Ch. 12 

Required article: Claude Solnik. (2017). Hundreds of thousands in crime victim restitution 

in limbo. Long Island Business News, Long Island Business News, Jan 6, 2017. via SJSU 

library. 

Required article: Peters, D. (2018). Unsettled: Victim discretion in the administration and 

enforcement of criminal restitution orders. University of Pennsylvania Law Review, 166(5), 

1293-1323. 

 

Guest Speaker- Megan Schnabel, NextDoor Solutions 

 
Assignments: 

Assignment #2 Due 

 

 
16 

 

 
05/10  

Final Review  

 

In class review for final exam. 

 

*Group 7 Present* 

In-
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