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Please send all communication via Canvas. This is where you will complete quizzes and submit assignments, as well.

Preparing for success

I want you to have success in this class and to have a powerful learning experience. Especially in an online class like this where you are driving your
own learning, you truly get as much out of the class as you put in. This class is unique in that you get to choose a topic to research that is aligned with
your own interests and passions. 

http://www.sjsu.edu/ecampus/teaching-tools/respondus/
https://www.respondus.com/lockdown/download.php?id=967937270
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Human Rights in the U.S. -
Understanding Institutional
Discrimination through the Right to
Education

Q
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Going Deeper:
Choose one of these modules to go
deeper into a topic of interest to you.
As you work through the module, take
notes aligned with the questions in the
assignment prompt and write up your
final responses and submit via the
form on the assignment in Canvas.

Options:
Trump’s Travel Ban

Human Trafficking

Homelessness and Economic
Inequality

Racial Discrimination in the Criminal
Justice System

Human Rights and the Criminal
Justice System

Sexual Orientation and Gender
Identity

Immigration

Environmental Rights and Climate
Change Reflection #2 Due 4/7
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Taking Action to Advance Social
Change Proposal due 4/14

11

Civil and Political Rights - Looking at
Security and Torture through the
Example of Abu Ghraib Quiz 4/21

12 Vulnerable Groups



Action report 15%

Presentation 15%

Grading Scale

The final course grade will be calculated based on the following standard  scale:

98-100 A+ 80-83 B- 64-67 D
94-97 A 78-79 C+ 60-63 D-
90-93 A- 74-77 C <60 F
88-89 B+ 70-73 C-
84-87 B 68-69 D+

Students must achieve a grade of C or better (C- not accepted) to fulfill Justice Studies major requirements.

Passage of the Writing Skills Test (WST) or ENGL/LLD 100A with a C or better (C‐ not accepted), and completion of Core General Education are
prerequisite to all SJSU Studies courses. Completion of, or co‐registration in, 100W is strong]　� Ed
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Learning Outcomes and Course Goals
GE Learning Outcomes (GELO)

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able  to:

1. GELO 1 - Compare systematically the ideas, values, images, cultural artifacts, economic structures, technological developments, and/or
attitudes of people from more than one culture outside the  U.S.

2. GELO 2 - Identify the historical context of ideas and cultural traditions outside the U.S. and how they have influenced American culture.

3. GELO 3 - Explain how a culture outside the U.S. has changed in response to internal and external pressures.
Course Learning Outcomes (CLO)

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able  to:

1. CLO 1 - Read, write, and contribute to discussion at a skilled and capable level.

2. CLO 2 - Recognize and access human rights instruments defining “human rights” according to international law (such as the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights) via online and library  resources.

3. CLO 3 - Recognize and access the reports of central oversight agencies, such as Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch, that report on
human rights abuses to the United Nations and global populace via online and library resources.

4. CLO 5 - Compare and contrast how “rights” and “dignity” have been defined for human and non-human animals by various cultures throughout efhe rrrituc rou mde恢倀aha man rights a scsurse, o di d s vi uyes prer al e䀀l supmbres, snd noests�r  th re  U.s .
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http://sjsu.instructure.com/


https://www.respondus.com/download/
http://www.un.org/en/rights
http://www.ohchr.org/
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/ProfessionalInterest/Pages/UniversalHumanRightsInstruments.aspx
http://www.amnesty.org/en/human-rights
http://www.hrw.org/en/publications
http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt
http://www.hurisearch.org/


http://catalog.sjlibrary.org/record%3Db4943244%7ES1
http://catalog.sjlibrary.org/record%3Db4833190%7ES1
http://beautifultrouble.org/case/
http://nvdatabase.swarthmore.edu/browse_methods
http://www.amnestyusa.org/get-involved/take-action-now
http://www.commoncause.org/take-action/find-elected-officials
http://reclaimdemocracy.org/effective_letters_editor/
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
mailto:silke.higgins@sjsu.edu
http://libguides.sjsu.edu/justicestudies
http://www.sjsu.edu/casa/ssc/


Justice Studies Department Reading and Writing Philosophy

The Department of Justice Studies is committed to scholarly excellence. Therefore, the Department promotes academic, critical, and creative
engagement with language (i.e., reading and writing) throughout its curriculum. A sustained and intensive exploration of language prepares students to
think critically and to act meaningfully  in interrelated areas of their lives–personal, professional, economic, social, political, ethical, and  cultural.
Graduates of the Department of Justice Studies leave San José State University prepared to enter a range of careers and for advanced study in a variety of
fields; they are prepared to more effect� critical耳䑰o to
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http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter
http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter
http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling
http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling
http://www.sjsu.edu/wellness/foodresources/oncampus

