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MYSJSU Messaging 

Course materials such as syllabus, handouts, notes, assignment instructions, etc. can be found on Canvas 

file:///C:/Users/Spain/Desktop/2018/Outreach/Canvas%20Learning%20Management%20System%20course%20login%20website
file:///C:/Users/Spain/Desktop/2018/Outreach/Canvas%20Learning%20Management%20System%20course%20login%20website
http://one.sjsu.edu/
http://www.sjsu.edu/ecampus/teaching-tools/canvas/student_resources
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Library Liaison 

For help with library resources and library research (including the use of databases and online research 

materials²such as journal search engines), students are strongly encouraged to contact the Justice Studies 

Library Liaison: Nyle Craig Monday, MLK Librarian (408) 808-2041 or Nyle.Monday@sjsu.edu 

Course Requirements and Assignments 

Weekly readings and assignments can be found in the syllabus, as well as on the Modules tab on Canvas. All 

assignments become available on Monday at 12:00am PST and are due by Sunday at 11:59pm PST of their 

respective week (see course schedule below); please note discussion board original posts are due Wednesday at 

11:59pm and other assignments may have other due dates. Late assignments will not be accepted.  

 

Students are expected to log onto Canvas 3-4 times per week, or if possible, log on daily, to check for updates 

and announcements. There will be cut-off times that will close Canvas. If you do not post your responses and 

discussions before this cut-off time, you will NOT receive the points for that discussion board. Students who 

anticipate missing the cut-off times are responsible for making arrangements with the instructor prior to the cut-

off times.   

 

You are required to be an active participant in the class, which means that you are to prepare your own threads, 

UHVSRQG�WR�RWKHU�VWXGHQWV¶�WKUHDGV, and to my follow-up question (if applicable) with substantive observations. 

This course will ask students to make a claim regarding the weekly discussion board posts, and support that 

claim with reason and evidence. The written work you submit will reflect your own thinking about information 

you obtain from the required readings, outside readings. and other course-related experiences.  

 

Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of credit, a minimum of 

45 hours over the length of the course (normally three hours per unit per week) for instruction, 

preparation/studying, or course related activities, including but not limited to internships, labs, and clinical 

practica. Other course structures will have equivalent workload expectations as described in the syllabus. 

 
Introduction through Google Slides 

This assignment is meant for the class and the instructor, to get acquainted with you. We will all collaborate on 

one Google Slides Presentation to introduce ourselves and get to know one another. Further directions will be 

posted to Canvas. This assignment will be due before the end of the first week of class (see Course Schedule).   

 
Discussion Boards 

Discussion boards simulate classroom discussion, which is a main focus of a graduate level course. You are to 

provide thoughtful and original discussions based on the weekly readings and course material in a manner that 

uses critical thinking skills and is respectful to other students.  

 

mailto:Nyle.Monday@sjsu.edu
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Students are required to use grammar and sentence structure that is consistent with college level writing as well 

as demonstrate attentive and critical arguments. Discussion Board original responses should be approximately 

one to two single-spaced page(s) (in Word or Word equivalent using Times New Roman 12-point font) and 

follow APA guidelines both in-text and in references at the end of the post. Responses to others should be 

equivalent to 1-1½ single-spaced page(s). Discussion board dates are listed in the schedule. 

 

Examples of expectations from a discussion board topic (taken from another course): 

 
Question: Do you believe WKH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�LV�D�³V\VWHP´�D�³SURFHVV�´�RU�QHLWKHU"�'HIHQG�\RXU�DQVZHU�XVLQJ�ZKDW�\RX�KDYH�

learned in previous courses, from academic sources, and/or from personal experiences. Remember that weekly reading material must 

be cited in your discussion board posts. 

 

Response: 

,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�LV�D�³SURFHVV�´�$FFRUGLQJ�WR�3HDN���������WKH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�SURFHVV�LV�³WKH�

GHFLVLRQV�DQG�DFWLRQV�E\�DQ�LQVWLWXWLRQ��RIIHQGHU��YLFWLP��RU�VRFLHW\�WKDW�LQIOXHQFH�WKH�RIIHQGHU¶V�PRYement into, through, or out of the 

MXVWLFH�V\VWHP´��S������)LJXUH��-1 depicts the criminal justice process very well. The criminal justice process begins when police make 

DQ�DUUHVW��7KH�FULPLQDO�PDNHV�WKHLU�ZD\�WKURXJK�WKH�SROLFH�³SURFHVV�´�GHWHUPLQLQJ�DFFusations and detention. Then, the criminal either 

moves on through the process and proceeds to the courts, or the process is terminated. If passed on to the courts, the criminal 

continues on with the criminal justice process of pleading guilty or not guilty. If found guilty, the process continues. If not, the process 

ends for the defendant. Finally, if found guilty, the criminal is sentenced and begins their process into corrections. Depending on the 

sentence, once completed, the criminal is released back into the populations, where the process begins again (p. 6). Louthan also 

GHVFULEHV�D�VLPLODU�SURFHVV�RI�WKH�FULPLQDO�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP��+H�VWDWHV��³7KH�VXVSHFW�LV�DSSUHKHQGHG�E\�WKH�SROLFH��SURVHFXWHG� acquitted 

or convicted, and sentenced by the courts, and UHPRYHG��SXQLVKHG��DQG�RU�UHKDELOLWDWHG�E\�FRUUHFWLRQDO�DJHQFLHV´��/RXWKDQ��������S��

30). 
In this criminal justice process, each step feeds the other. Louthan (1974) describes how each distinct function, amongst the 

police, courts, and corrections, interact and affect one another. Corrections would be non-existent, if not for guilty verdicts from the 

courts. Courts would be non-existent without arrests by police. And police would be non-existent if there were no punishments for 

crime. Thus, the agencies witKLQ�WKH�SURFHVV�DUH�ZRUNLQJ�WRZDUG�D�FRPPRQ�JRDO��³$V�D�SURFHVV��WKH�MXVWLFH�V\VWHP�FDQQRW�UHGXFH�

FULPH�E\�LWVHOI�QRU�FDQ�DQ\�RI�WKH�FRPSRQHQW�SDUWV�DIIRUG�WR�EH�LQVHQVLWLYH�WR�WKH�QHHGV�DQG�SUREOHPV�RI�WKH�RWKHU�SDUWV´��3Hak, 2016, 

S������,�GRQ¶W�EHOLHYH�
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Grading for Written Assignments 

³$´: $Q�³$´�DVVLJQPHQW�LV�RQH�WKDW�LV�ZHOO�ZULWWHQ��FOHDUO\�RUJDQL]HG��DQG�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�LQ�LWV�FRYHUDJH�RI�
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was moderately thoughtful in completing it, but could h
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Percentages are obtained by dividing the total points you earn by the total points possible in the course.  

 

A plus = 98 to 100%    A = 93 to 97.9%    A minus = 90 to 92.9% 

B plus = 88 to 89.9%   B = 83 to 87.9%    B minus = 80 to 82.9% 

C plus = 78 to 79.9%   C = 73 to 77.9%    C minus = 70 to 72.9% 

D plus = 68 to 69.9%   D = 63 to 67.9%    D minus = 60 to 62.9% 

F = 0-59.9% 

 

“Classroom” Protocol 

Mutual respect and civility will be the foundation in this course. Every student will have an optimum 

opportunity for learning and gaining knowledge; differences of opinion are welcomed in a positive and 

encouraging manner. Some topics covered in this course may be considered sensitive, so please be respectful of 

http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
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2 1/30 ± 2/5 

The Nature of 

Juvenile 

Delinquency 

¶ Read Jacoby et al.: 

o Ch. 37: Unraveling juvenile delinquency 

o Ch. 7: Delinquency in a birth cohort 

o Ch. 10: Characterizing criminal careers 

o Ch. 12: Adolescent-limited and life-course-

persistent antisocial behavior 

o Optional: 

▪ Ch. 14: Seductions of crime 

¶ Articles Posted to Canvas: 

o Artello et al. (2015) 

o Assink et al. (2015) 

o Bobbio et al. (2020) 

o Miller (2014) 

¶ Discussion Board #1 

3 2/6 ± 2/12 

Classical 

Approaches 

--- 

Drugs 

¶ Read Jacoby et al.: 

o Ch. 18: The normal and the pathological 

o Ch. 16: An introduction to the principles of morals 

and legislation 

o Ch. 48: Of crimes and punishments  

o &K������0RGHOLQJ�RIIHQGHUV¶�GHFLVLRQV 

o Ch. 8: Social change and crime: A routine activity 

approach 

o Optional: 

▪ Ch. 25: Crime and human nature 

¶ Articles Posted to Canvas: 

o Bratt (2008) 

o Kotlaja and Carson (2019) 

o Mohammad and Nooraini (2021) 

o Roche et al. (2009) 

¶ Discussion Board #2 

4 2/13 ± 2/19 

Biological and 

Feminist 
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School to Prison 

Pipeline 

o Ch. 41: The dramatization of evil 

o Ch. 19: Class conflict and law 

o Ch. 20: Class, state, and crime 

o Optional: 

▪ Ch. 54: The law of vagrancy 

▪ Ch. 63: Extent of unrecorded juvenile 

delinquency 

¶ Articles Posted to Canvas: 

o Fasching-Varner et al. (2014) 

o Krueger-Henney (2013) 
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