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Veterans Scholarship Andrew Lau-Seim

Nico Palani Alfaro
My name is Nico Alfaro, and I am from Monterey County. I am a transitioning service member who spent 5 years in the United 
States Marine Corps, now studying Mechanical Engineering at SJSU. As someone who loves the outdoors, I hope to work in the 
outdoor sports industry after graduation where I can develop products that allow people from all walks of life to enjoy outdoor 
spaces. 

Gilead Sciences ME Scholarship

Charlie David Nino
Hello my name is Charlie Nino, and I am a third year Mechanical Engineering student from Sonoma County, CA. I have a 
great passion for technology, innovation, and community. I am currently involved as the President of SJSU ASME, a member 
of the Biomedical Engineering club, and a Peer Advisor/Student Assistant for MEP. I hope to continue to serve my community 
and shape my future through leadership and opportunities that will allow me to grow as an engineer.

Lysette Zaragoza
As the first in my family to pursue engineering, my journey has included overcoming obstacles such as a lack of guidance and 
resources. By joining campus organizations such as the MESA engineering program, I have been able to turn these obstacles 
into strengths such as gaining a STEM support network through mentors and earning multiple internships. After initially not 
being accepted into engineering at UC San Diego, transferring to community college, and then transferring to San Jose State 
University, I am now a senior undergraduate student at SJSU pursuing a BS in Mechanical Engineering with a minor in robot-
ics. My interest in robotics was sparked by past internships and projects in the biomedical, manufacturing, and mechatronics 
areas. I am currently applying this knowledge toward the development of a teleoperated robotic system for needle-based proce-
dures in the SJSU Biomechanics and Robotics Laboratory under Dr. Lin Jiang. Outside of the classroom, I am passionate about 
increasing diversity in STEM as a professional development chair in the Society of Women Engineers (SWE) and a mentor in 
my community’s tutoring program called Metas. My long term goal is to combine engineering and advocacy to develop acces-
sible and health-related robotics systems.

Robert A. Dees Memorial Scholarship

Maiken Nettie Kateri Dempsey Pardon
My name is Maiken Nettie Pardon and I have five names in total since I am the youngest of five kids. Two of my older siblings 
are even alumni of San Jose State University. I am majoring in Mechanical Engineering and working towards a minor in Com-
puter Science. In addition to school, I play water polo for San Jose State’s women’s team, am a member of the Society of Women 
Engineers, and am a member of Pi Tau Sigma. I am from Manhattan Beach, California. A fun fact about me is I am an ocean 
lifeguard for the City of Huntington Beach. I also have competed in numerous ocean lifesaving events such as representing the 
U.S. for the under-nineteen surf lifesaving team in South Africa. During the pandemic, I found a new hobby in distance open 
water swimming. This new hobby led me to swim a 10k and swim on a relay that went from Catalina Island to Palos Verdes. 
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Robert A. Dees Memorial Scholarship

Devon Heubel
I’m a second year Mechanical Engineering major with a passion for engineering solutions to better connect our world through 
transportation. This was likely influenced by my desire for change from life in rural locations, where nothing is ever in motion. 
As offshoots of this passion, I developed interests in designing RC cars to explore mechanics, and language learning to read lit-
erature from countries with highly developed transportation infrastructure. 

Jason Siggy Corona
I am a rising junior majoring in Mechanical Engineering so that I can gain the necessary knowledge to work on new forms of 
sustainable transportation. I am a first generation college student and first generation Mexican American, which both impact 
and fuel my work ethic to succeed. Through my upbringing I strive to work hard to help out those around me, and to serve as 
an inspiration for other students who come from the same background. Overall, I hope that through my hard work I can inspire 
others to work hard towards their own goals as well. 

Steven Meacham Memorial Scholarship

Max Niklas Rothe
My name is Max Rothe and I am a mechanical engineering transfer student. I transferred from the SMCCD district where I 
took courses at both College of San Mateo and Skyline Colleges. I am now a fourth year college student at SJSU where I am in-


