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Masters	in	Public	Administration	
Fall	2016	
PADM	213:	Policy	Analysis	and	Evaluation	
6:00	pm	to	8:45	pm	Thursday	Evenings	
	
Instructor:	Fred	Keeley	
FrederickKeeley2016@gmail.com	
831	227	7906	
	
Office	Hours:		By	Appointment	
	
Course	Description:		This	course	will	focus	on	two	aspects	of	policy	analysis	and	evaluation	of	
the	California	state	budget,	including	evaluation	of	policies	and	programs	in	the	budget	context.		
Thus,	there	are	two	foci:		study	of	the	processes	by	which	the	State	budget	is	formulated,	and	
the	tools	necessary	to	assess	policy	and	program	effectiveness.	
	
The	purpose	of	public	administration	is	the	efficient	and	effective	management	of	the	resources	
placed	in	the	public	trust.		A	critical	element	in	public	administration	is	the	determination	of	the	
“best	use”	of	public	resources	(tax	and	fee	revenue	in	particular)	for	the	overall	good	of	the	
broad	California	community.		Certainly,	this	is	a	subjective	statement,	since	the	understanding	
of	“best	use”	will	be	value-based	in	competing	political	belief	systems.		There	are	some	
objective	tools	that	allow	competing	“uses”	to	be	evaluated	in	a	relatively	value-free	manner.		A	
combination	of	objective	and	subjective	methods	of	evaluation	is	needed	to	make	informed	
judgments	on	most	State	budget	topics.			
	
This	course	includes	information	on	the	techniques	of	policy	analysis,	and	the	application	of	
these	techniques	to	public	policy	issues	and	programs	in	the	State	budget.	
	
Course	Goals	and	Student	Learning	Outcomes.	
	
Goal:		To	educate	public	administration	students	about	public	policy	formulation	and	public	
program	development	and	implementation	as	it	applies	to	the	development	and	
implementation	of	the	State	budget.			
	
Objectives:		
	

1. 	Ensure	that	the	student	can	apply	a	variety	of	tools	to	public	policies	and	programs,	to	
determine	the	content	of	the	State	budget,	and	to	assure	that	they	comply	with	
legislative	intent,	background,	fiscal	impacts,	and	need	for	amendment	or	termination	
of	programs.	

2. Ensure	that	the	student	understands	the	governmental	environment	in	which	the	State	
budget	is	developed,	adopted	and	implemented.	



3. Ensure	that	the	student	can	assess	elements	of	the	State	budget	in	the	context	of	three	
concurrent	Fiscal	Years.	

	
Course	Content	Learning	Outcomes.	
	



Classroom	Protocol.	
	
It	is	expected	that	when	students	come	to	class	they	will	give	the	material	their	undivided	
attention.		Please	ensure	that	communication	devices	are	on	vibrate,	and	quietly	leave	the	
learning	space	if	you	MUST	take	a	call	during	class.		Do	not	engage	in	any	behavior	that	will	
detract	from	a	positive	learning	environment	for	other	students.	
	
Recording	and	Sharing.



	
Peer	Mentor	Center.	
	
The	Peer	Mentor	Center	is	located	on	the	first	floor	of	Clark	Hall	in	the	Academic	Success	
Center.		The	Peer	Mentor	Center	is	staffed	with	Peer	Mentors	who	excel	at	helping	students	
manage	university	life.	
	
Participation.	
	
Student	may	be	called	upon	by	name	to	address	concepts	from	the	readings.		Students	should	
take	time	to	read	the	materials	when	they	are	assigned,	and	be	prepared	to	actively	participate	
in	discussion	of	the	topics.	Small	group	work	is	a	key	component	of	this	course,	and	students	
are	expected	to	fully	participate.	
	
Grading	Components.	
	
Participation	in	class	activities	and	discussion:	20	points	
Group	Project:	15	points	
Final	Project	Outline/Summary:	10	points	
Mid-Term	Paper:	15	points	
Budget	Simulation	Paper:	15	points	
Budget	Simulation:	25	points	
	
Extra	Credit.	
	
Discussed	at	first	class	session.	
	
Course	Calendar	(This	may	be	amended	based	on	circumstances	as	the	semester	unfolds.)	
	
Week	 	 	 Activity	
	

1 Introduction.		Course	review.		Brief	discussion	of	California.	
2 Federal,	state	local	government	relations.	
3 Budget	Basics:	Revenue	and	Expenditures	
4 Budget	Basics:	Major	Program	Elements	(General	Fund	vs.	Fee-Based)	
5 Budget	Basics:	Who	are	the	Players?		When	and	How	to	They	Play?	
6 Budget	Basics:	Process	Through	Time.		Three	Budgets	at	Once.	
7 Group	Project	Presentations.	
8 Mid-Term	Examination.	
9 Policy	Analysis:	Governor	and	Legislature.	
10 Proposed	Budget	and	LAO	Report	
11 Governor’s	“May	Revise”	
12 “Budget	Simulation”	Assignments	and	Briefing.	
13 “Budget	Simulation”	Papers	Due	
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