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Required Readings  

Research books 

Student and instructor will select appropriate supportive materials based on the topic selected 

and the research method employed. 

Library Liaison  

Paul Kaupilla, paul.kaupilla@sjsu.edu   

mailto:paul.kaupilla@sjsu.edu
file:///C:/Users/Frannie/Documents/Documents/111%20WORK(FWINSLOW)/91����/courses/Downloads/University%20Policy%20S12-3
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2. Literature Review: The PADM 298 project should contain a comprehensive review of the 

relevant literature and published reports on the subject of your research question/ problem 

statement. The purpose of the review is to sharpen your thinking on your topic, and may point 

you in directions you had not previously considered. The literature review will vary in length. If, 

for example, you are analyzing a particular public policy question, your entire paper may consist 

of a review and analysis of public documents. For those engaging in survey research or 

organizational analysis, the literature review may be as short as six to ten pages.  

 

The literature review covered in the prospectus will be the core of your paper’s literature 

research. You may discover additional sources and so it should probably expand, but the bulk of 

your sources should already be in the prospectus. 

 

The format of the literature review is an essay describing the available literature related to your 

topic. You should present the literature in logical order and grouped by relevance to topics in 

your outline. In the essay you will cite the author’s last name and date of the article in APA in-

text citation style. See Dr. Sylvia’s article available on the MPA Student Association’s ning site, 

and distributed at the Prospectus Workshop or in PADM 297. 

 

3.  Methodology. This will have been created for your prospectus. It should not change 

without permission of your adviser. Describe the specific methods that you have used to obtain 

the data for your project. You may use data analysis, survey research, or any other professional 

or academic method. The Sylvia and Sylvia book used in PADM 213 provides a number of 

examples of evaluation methodologies. Bardach and other PADM 213 textbooks are also good 

guides. The methodology must be appropriate to the subject and your purpose in researching it, 

and complete, as it guides your research work. Note that while this was part of your prospectus, 

in the final project it will be in past tense because the research will have been completed, 

 

Additional Segments of the Completed Paper 

 

The finished paper will include the introduction, literature review and methodology that were 

part of the prospectus, and 2 additional sections. 

 

4. Findings: This section constitutes the main body of your paper. You report on what you 

found. Interviews, data tables or analyses of public policy questions may be appropriate. This 

section could vary between ten and fifty pages, depending on the topic and methodology.  

 

5.  Analysis and Conclusion: In this section you interpret your findings and make 

recommendations (when appropriate) and /or draw conclusions that are grounded in the Findings 

section. This section may range from 5 to 20 pages. 

 

The program does not have a fixed standard for length.  Generally, successfully completed 

projects are between 40 and 60 pages in length. If you expect to write a longer paper, the 

acceptable length should be discussed with and approved by the adviser. 
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The grading rubric follows. 
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Outcome 1. Demonstrates ability to conceptualize 

problems from complex, real world situations so the 

problems are meaningful to clients, and are research 

worthy   (maximum score: 12) 
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TOTAL SCORE FOR PROJECT 

http://info.sjsu.edu/static/catalog/policies.html
http://www.sjsu.edu/provost/services/academic_calendars/
http://www.sjsu.edu/aars/policies/latedrops/policy/
http://www.sjsu.edu/advising/
file:///C:/Users/Frannie/Documents/Documents/111%20WORK(FWINSLOW)/91����/courses/Downloads/University%20Academic%20Integrity%20Policy%20S07-2
http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/
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Campus Policy in Compliance with the American Disabilities Act 

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to 

make special arrangements in case the building must be evacuated, please make an appointment 

with me as soon as possible, or see me during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 at 

http://www.sjsu.edu/president/docs/directives/PD_1997-03.pdf requires that students with 

disabilities requesting accommodations must register with the Accessible Education Center 

(AEC) at http://www.sjsu.edu/aec to establish a record of their disability. 

In 2013, the Disability Resource Center changed its name to be known as the Accessible 

Education Center, to incorporate a philosophy of accessible education for students with 

disabilities.  The new name change reflects the broad scope of attention and support to SJSU 

students with disabilities and the University's continued advocacy and commitment to increasing 

accessibility and inclusivity on campus. 

Student Technology Resources  

Computer labs for student use are available in the Academic Success Center at 

http://www.sjsu.edu/at/asc/ located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall and in the Associated Students 

Lab on the 2nd floor of the Student Union. Additional computer labs may be available in your 

department/college. Computers are also available in the Martin Luther King Library. 

A wide variety of audio-visual equipment is available for student checkout from Media Services 

located in IRC 112. These items include DV and HD digital camcorders; digital still cameras; 

video, slide and overhead projectors; DVD, CD, and audiotape players; sound systems, wireless 

microphones, projection screens and monitors. 

SJSU Writing Center  

The SJSU Writing Center is located in Clark Hall, Suite 126. All Writing Specialists have gone 

through a rigorous hiring process, and they are well trained to assist all students at all levels 

within all disciplines to become better writers. In addition to one-on-one tutoring services, the 

Writing Center also offers workshops every semester on a variety of writing topics. To make an 

appointment or to refer to the numerous online resources offered through the Writing Center, 

visit the Writing Center website at http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter. For additional resources 

and updated information, follow the Writing Center on Twitter and become a fan of the SJSU 

Writing Center on Facebook. (Note: You need to have a QR Reader to scan this code.) 

  

SJSU Counseling Services   

The SJSU Counseling Services is located on the corner of 7th Street and San Fernando Street, in 

Room 201, Administration Building.  Professional psychologists, social workers, and counselors 

http://www.sjsu.edu/president/docs/directives/PD_1997-03.pdf
http://www.sjsu.edu/aec
http://www.sjsu.edu/at/asc/
http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter
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are available to provide consultations on issues of student mental health, campus climate or 

psychological and academic issues on an individual, couple, or group basis.  To schedule an 

appointment or learn more information, visit Counseling Services website at 

http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling. 

http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling

