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staff report. (2) Ensure that the student understands the governmental environment in which public 

policies and programs are created and implemented. This is assessed through the completion of an 

executive summary of Gerston’s book and the development of VLF study. (3) Ensure that the student can 

assess public policy for its legislative intent, background, budgetary impacts, and need for amendment or 

termination, which is assessed in the Staff Report 

 

Class Learning Outcomes (CLO) 

 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:  

 

1. LO1: Identify and evaluate the major principles of policy and program analysis. This outcome is 

assessed by in-class participation, the Executive Summary, the Equitable Community Incentive 

Group Project, the Staff Report Problem Statement, the Staff Report Literature Review and the 

Final Staff Report. 
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Other Readings/Media  

¶ Emil J. Posavac, Program Evaluation: Methods and Case Studies, 8th ed. (Routledge, 

2010) — Canvas 

ISBN# 0205804977 

¶ Ronald D. Sylvia & Kathleen M. Sylvia. Program Planning and Evaluation for the 

Public Manager, 4th ed. (Waveland Press, 2012) — Canvas 

¶ California Constitution - Local Government and Spending Limitations Section 

(http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/const-toc.html) 

¶ Gerston, Larry. Not So Golden After All. (CRC Press, 2012) – Electronic version on 

reserve in library. 

ISBN# 1439880123 

¶ Munger, Michael, Analyzing Policy: Choices, Conflicts, and Practices. (W. W. Norton & 

Company, 2000) – Chapters 3 & 4 — Canvas 

ISBN# 0393973999 

¶ San Jose City Charter: (http://www.sanjoseca.gov/index.aspx?NID=397)\ 

Course Requirements and Assignments 

Understanding Policy Systems Through Simulation (Due Before Class, 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GiHMadFbAxw&t=986s
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https://library.sjsu.edu/student-computing-services/klevr-lab
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http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/F69-24.pdf




http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling
http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling
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http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter
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