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for a new baby or sick family member. Federal 
workplace policies have not kept pace with the 
growing need to fit work commitments with the 
sometimes conflicting needs of children and 
elderly parents. This is especially so given the 
continued increase of women in the workforce. 
It’s time to enhance this landmark legislation. 

In our current economic recovery, many 
families are finding both their budgets and 
their time strained. The legislation I introduced 
today would enhance the FMLA by providing 
up to 24 hours of unpaid Parental Involvement 
and Family Wellness leave (during any 12- 
month period), which will allow parents and 
grandparents to go to parent-teacher con-
ferences or to take their children, grand-
children or other family members to the doctor 
for regular medical or dental appointments. 
The bill also expands coverage to allow em-
ployees in companies with more than 25 em-
ployees to take family and medical leave. 

If we as a country truly value families, then 
we need new policies and investments that 
support our working families. I urge my col-
leagues to support this legislation. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 8, 2011 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 
249, I was inadvertently detained. I have been 
a strong opponent of the EPA’s push to regu-
late emissions—a move that would effectively 
impose an energy tax on already struggling 
families. I am pleased that H.R. 910 passed 
the U.S. House decisively and I look forward 
to its passage in the U.S. Senate. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 
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HONORING THE CARTERSVILLE 

PURPLE HURRICANES BASEBALL 

CLUB 

HON. PHIL GINGREY 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, April 8, 2011 

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
am proud to rise today to honor the 
Cartersville Purple Hurricanes baseball club, 
which has been named the Program of the 
Decade by the Georgia Dugout Club and is 
being honored as such on Monday, April 11th. 

Having won 8 Region titles and 5 State 
Championship titles, what a decade it has 
been for the Purple Hurricanes. Throughout 
their reign of dominance, this team has con-




