
California Dream Act of 2011 
Myths & Facts 

Myth #1 – All Dream Act students are illegal immigrants 
The Facts: Dream Act students must meet the requirements of AB 
540 law found in Education Code § 68230.5(a). Two groups of 
students potentially meet those requirements: (1) U.S. citizens who 
have attended and graduated from a CA high school, but don’t meet 
state residency requirements, and (2) undocumented students whose 
parents brought them to the U.S. when they were minors, and who 
attended and graduated from a CA high school.    

Myth #2 – State grants are being taken away from legal U.S. citizens 
The Facts: The Cal Grants A & B for which Dream Act students are 
eligible are entitlements. Every California high school graduate (or the 



Myth #4 – Dream Act Cal Grants can only be used at California public 
colleges and universities 

The Facts: Dream Act Cal Grants can be used at any eligible Cal 
Grant participating institution. Click here to search for an eligible Cal 
Grant college or university. 
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