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teaching, demonstration, training, testing, exhibition, artistic display, or related academic 
purpose. 

 
3.3 Handling refers to the physical care, feeding, holding, petting, capture, dosing, 
sampling, disturbance, dispatch, breeding, baiting, release, transport, immobilization, 
dissection, treatment, training, or related interaction with an animal. 

 
3.4 Pain refers to a complex experience that typically results from stimuli that damage or 
has the potential to damage tissue; such stimuli prompt withdrawal and evasive action on 
behalf of an animal. 

 
3.5 Distress refers to an aversive state in which an animal is unable to adapt to 
stressors/stress and results in maladaptive behavior and physical pathology. Stress can 
manifest as an external or internal event, which induces an alteration in biological 
equilibrium. 

 
3.6 Discomfort refers to a state of uneasiness and hardship for an animal; deprivation of 
comfort or ease.o f
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and tranquilizing agents in laboratory animals; proper performance of surgical procedures 
and perioperative 
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4.6.1 
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discriminated against or be subject to intimidation, coercion, or reprisal for reporting 
animal welfare concerns or violations of federal law, or any requirement set forth in this 
policy, or as indicated for individual protections under existing institutional whistleblower 
policies. 
 
4.9.1 The IACUC will promptly investigate all reported animal welfare concerns or 
complaints of non-compliance with institutional policies that involve the care and 
treatment of animals at SJSU or its affiliates. Reports of such investigations shall be 
submitted to the Institutional Official for the appropriate action. The IACUC may consider 
a wide variety of actions following such an investigation, including suspension of the 
activity and termination of an approved protocol. If requested, the ACPM or Campus 
Veterinarian shall follow up with the reporting individual/s to share relevant findings of 
the final investigation. 

 
4.10 The IACUC is authorized to take any action deemed necessary by a majority vote of a 
quorum of its membership to ensure that an activity involving animals is being conducted 
in the manner it was approved. Personnel who, in their use of animals, fail to adhere to 
IACUC requirements and/or this policy are subject to suspension of animal activities by 
IACUC and referral to the Institutional Official for appropriate action. 

 
5.0 Principles for the Use of Animals. 

5.1 Procedures involving the use of animals shall be designed and performed with due 
consideration of their relevance to human or animal health, the advancement of 
knowledge, or the good of society. For all activities, the project purpose, study objective 
and experimental design shall be clearly defined and justified by the PI to yield useful 
results, not practically obtainable without the use of animals. 

 
5.2 Animals selected for an activity shall be of an appropriate species and quality and 
minimum number required to obtain valid results. Each animal use protocol must 
adequately address animal replacement (use of inanimate models and/or taxonomically 
lower species, and methods such as computer simulation and in vitro biological systems); 
animal reduction (statistical justification and/or scientific support of animal numbers 
associated with an activity are the minimum number necessary to achieve valid results); 
and avoidance of unnecessary duplication of experiments in research and curriculum. byby
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timely manner for review and approval. No change to an approved protocol may be 
instituted without prior written approval from the IACUC. 

 
6.1.1 Personnel must pursue IACUC approval for instructional, research, artistic and field 
activities as required by this policy or as requested by individual academic departments, 
the College of Graduate Studies, or the San Jose State University Research and Tower 
Foundations. It is at the discretion of the IACUC to voluntarily review submissions from the 
campus community that do not meet policy requirements for oversight of an animal 
activity. 

 
6.1.2 SJSU IACUC approval of an activity shall not relieve the Principal Investigator of 
the 







Page 14 of 22 
  

using an abbreviated protocol form as described in Section 6.3 through 6.6 of this 
policy. Activities identified as a higher pain category level (II, III, IV or V) are to be 
submitted and approved using the IACUC’s protocol for animal care and use. 

 
6.8.2 Category Two: Activities that involve the handling of vertebrate animals and 
Cephalopods that may produce little or no physical pain or distress, and would not warrant 
relief of temporary pain, distress, or discomfort. 

 
6.8.3 Category Three: Activities that may produce minor pain or distress in vertebrate 
animals and Cephalopods in which every effort is made to avoid, minimize and 
relieve discomfort using the appropriate anesthetic, analgesic or tranquilizing drugs, 
and improving the animal’s well-being by providing supportive care as needed. If the 
IACUC determines that activities could potentially cause more than slight or 
momentary pain or distress to an animal (as defined in category III, IV or V), the PI is 
required to consult with a qualified veterinarian on the protocol design and outline a 
search for alternatives to all such procedures. 

 
6.8.4 Category Four: Activities that may produce significant pain or distress in 
vertebrate animals and Cephalopods in 
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7.1.1 Adherence to the provisions and standards cited in Section 5 of this policy. 
 

7.1.2 Assurance that protocols that entail the use of live vertebrate animals include 
identification of the species and approximate numbers to be used; rationale for involving 
animals and the appropriateness of the animals selected and numbers of animals to be 
used; a complete description for the proposed use of animals; a description of procedures 
designed to assure that discomfort and pain to animals will be limited to that which is 
unavoidable for the conduct of scientifically valid research or teaching; and a description of 
a euthanasia method to be used. 

 
7.1.3 Assurance that the housing and care of animals meets Federal standards, and that 
animals receive adequate veterinary care and physical and psychological enrichment 
where appropriate per IACUC standards. 

 
7.1.4 Assurance that activities involving surgery include appropriate provision for pre- 
operative and post-operative care of animals in accordance with established veterinary 
medical and nursing practices, and that all survival surgery will be performed using 
aseptic technique. 

 
7.1.5 Assurance that the pain and distress category for each proposal is appropriately 
assigned and that all procedures that may cause more than momentary or slight pain or 
distress to animals are performed with appropriate sedation, analgesia or anesthesia 
when possible, with accompanying documentation and scientific justification that less 
painful or distressful procedures are not available or appropriate. 

 
7.1.6 Assurance that the number of animals to be used is the minimum necessary to 
achieve valid results and alternatives to the use of live animals have been adequately 
considered. 

 
7.1.7 Assurance that animal activity locations and facilities are described in the animal 
care and use protocol. For proposed off-campus facilities the IACUC must approve 
incorporating them into the institution’s animal use program whereas the care and use 
of animals will be subject to the principles outlined herein. 

 
7.1.8 Assurance from the PI that the proposed animal activity has been examined and is 
not unnecessarily duplicating work that is ongoing or has already completed, whether in 
publication or curriculum. 

 
7.1.9 Assurance that the level of personnel involvement, animal handling experience and 
training or required training, guidance and supervision is described and that all individuals 
are properly trained and deemed 
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list of protocol submissions for review and approval. 
g. The 
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7.7.1 PIs that have any business with the IACUC known to be delinquent, non-compliant 
or otherwise unresolved to the satisfaction of the Committee may have approval of any or 
all ongoing activities under their direction suspended by the IACUC until such matters are 
considered resolved and in good standing. 

 
7.8 If protocol approval should expire or approval of the activity be suspended by the 
IACUC while animals are actively held for study, the entire colony shall be considered 
relinquished and may be reassigned to the care and oversight of the Campus 
Veterinarian. Investigators will not be permitted to handle or direct the care or use of 
relinquished animals under the control of the Campus Veterinarian until an alternate 
IACUC-approved protocol is in-place. 

 
7.8.1 The Principal Investigator shall assume fiscal responsibility for the housing and care 
of any and all relinquished or abandoned animals held under the veterinary holding protocol. 
If necessary, the Dean and/or Institutional Official may request funds from the respective 
University department to ensure all animals are adequately provided for until the matter of 
IACUC approval is considered resolved. 

 
7.9 IACUC Approval Exemptions 

 
7.9.1 In cases where there is a question as to whether or not IACUC approval is required 
for a proposed animal activity, personnel should consult with the University Animal Care 
office. Upon consultation with the IACUC Coordinator, the PI of a proposed study 
involving animals or animal tissues may submit a request for IACUC approval exemption 
available on the IACUC resources webpage. 

 
7.9.2 The IACUC Chair may grant IACUC approval exemption based on the information 
provided by the PI with 
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9.2 The membership of the IACUC shall be composed of individuals who are qualified 
through training or expertise in order to conduct its business. The IACUC membership 
shall conform to Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OL care 




